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NEWS 


and NOTES 


THE FOURTH QUARTER—October, 
November, December, 1956—saw almost 
fifty addresses and other messages de- 
livered by Pope Pius XII. These cli- 
maxed a year in which he received over 
a million people in audience and de- 
livered over one hundred and fifty mes- 
sages, including five Encyclicals and 
more than a hundred speeches and radio 
addresses. 


* 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE high- 
lights this issue. This annual address 
has developed from an ancient custom 
whereby the Holy Father and the Col- 
lege of Cardinals exchange Christmas 
greetings. Since soon after World War I 
the Pope’s address to the Cardinals has 
become an official utterance, addressed 
to the whole world—broadcast in recent 
years by Vatican Radio. 


* 


THE AMERICAN PRESS stressed the 
importance and wisdom of this year’s 
message. One newspaper said that of 
Pope Pius’ eighteen Christmas addresses 
none has been “so weighty, so vigorous, 
and so forthright in the political sense 
as this year’s.” Another called it “a 
spiritual inspiration for courage and 
confidence in a world filled with brutal- 
ity and chaos.” 


* 


MOSCOW RADIO, on the other hand, 
said that the Christmas message gave “a 


blessing to preventive war” and charged 
that the Pope had openly opposed any 
cooperative effort for peace. It said 
the message was “unlikely to bring com- 
fort to the souls of believers or to con- 
tribute to good will and peace on earth.” 

L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City 
daily, called this outburst perfectly nat- 
ural, adding that, for communists, “all 
who do not accept ‘the true truth’ [of 
Marxism] are warmongers.” 


* 


HUNGARY, POLAND, AND THE SUEZ 


occasioned a series of addresses from 
the Holy Father during October and 
November dealing with the crises in 





A THIRD BIRTHDAY 


This issue completes the third year 
of publication of THe Pore Speaks. 

We take this opportunity to thank 
all who received us so enthusiastic- 
ally three years ago, and have con- 
tinued to help us so generously 
through our infancy. 

This year, as we have told you, we 
are attempting to double our circula- 
tion. Will you help? You are our 
only salesmen. You are our only 
contact with thousands who would 
have the Holy Father’s words before 
their eyes today if only they knew of 
Tue Pope Speaks. 
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those areas. In this issue we are pub- 
lishing translations of three Encyclicals 
asking prayers for the cause of justice 
in these lands; telegrams to Cardinals 
Wyszynski and Mindszenty on their lib- 
eration; and a radio appeal for the res- 
toration of peace. 


* 


BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY, whose 
problems have consistently commanded 
the paternal attention of Pope Pius, were 
recipients of several messages published 
in this issue. See Auto Design (p. 404), 
Small Business in Today’s Economy (p. 
405), Christ’s Kingdom and the World 
of Labor (p. 411), and Technical Per- 
sonnel in Industry (p. 396). 


+ 


THE GOLDEN ROSE, blessed by His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII, was presented 
this year to Grand Duchess Charlotte of 
Luxembourg. Fashioned of pure gold, 
the Rose is awarded to a Catholic ruler, 
nation, or city conspicuous for loyalty 
to the Holy See. The custom began 
before the eleventh century. The last 
award was to the city of Goa, in India, 


in 1953. 
* 


THE POPE’S ANNUAL RETREAT be- 
gan on December 2nd. The retreat mas- 
ter, always a Jesuit, was Father George 
Lojacano, professor of philosophy and 
theology at the Ignaziana, a Jesuit col- 
lege of Messina, Sicily. All audiences 
were suspended during the retreat. 

Two months before, Pope Pius had 
told the newly ordained priests of 
Rome’s German College that “the spirit 
of the Exercises of St. Ignatius should 
be the spirit of your priestliness. This 
spirit means absolute loyalty to the 





THE Pope SPEAKS 


service of the Divine Majesty; love of 
Christ, a love ready to do sacrifice; mili- 
tant service in the Church of Christ and 
in its great tasks; and—what is so 
characteristic of the Exercises—no cow- 
ardly flight to secondary things, but a 
steady pursuit of the essential, of that 
which counts, which is that men come to 
recognize God and live, grow, and die 
in His grace.” 


* 


NEWLY APPOINTED DIPLOMATS 
who presented their credentials to the 
Holy See last autumn represented Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Finland, Haiti, Ireland, and 
Paraguay. 

Forty-seven nations are now accredited 
to the Vatican, including nineteen in the 
Western Hemisphere. The United States 
has not been represented by a diplomat 
to the Holy See since 1868. However, 
from 1940 to 1950 a personal repre- 
sentative of the President was stationed 
at the ‘Vatican. 


* 


THE BEATIFICATION of Pope Inno- 
cent XI took place in St. Peter’s Basilica 
on October 7, 1956. There is a long- 
standing tradition that the Pope play no 
part in a beatification ceremony. De- 
spite this, Pope Pius delivered a dis- 
course which was broadcast from Cas- 
telgandolfo to the thirty thousand peo- 
ple who packed the basilica. This im- 
portant and interesting address will be 
published in full in our Summer 1957 
issue. 


* 


BLESSED INNOCENT’S' PONTIFI- 
CATE, 1676 to 1689, is memorable for 


his extensive internal reforms in the 
Church; his successful efforts, with the 
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aid of John Sobieski, King of Poland, 
to prevent the spread of the Ottoman 
Empire into central Europe; his tireless 
struggle against the absolutism of Louis 
XIV of France, the self-styled “Sun 
King”; and his long combat against the 
moral rigorism preached by the adher- 
ents of Jansenism. 

Pope Innocent is the third of the 
Popes who have reigned in the past five 
hundred years to be beatified. The 
others are St. Pius V and St. Pius X. 


* 


FISCAL PROBLEMS were the topic of 
an address delivered October 3rd to a 
congress of the International Associa- 
tion for Financial and Fiscal Law. 

“There can be no doubt,” Pope Pius 
told the delegates, “concerning the duty 
of each citizen to bear a part of the 
public expense. But the state on its 
side—insofar as it is charged with pro- 
tecting and promoting the common good 
of its citizens—is under an obligation 
to assess upon them only necessary 
levies, which are, furthermore, propor- 
tionate to their means.” 

“Modern states,” he added, “tend to- 
day to multiply their interventions and 
to make themselves answerable for an 
increasing number of services. . . . Thus 
their need for money mounts. . . .’ Ex- 
cessively high impositions often oppress 
private initiative, check the development 
of industry and commerce, and work to 
the detriment of good will.” 

“Tt is of utmost importance,” he con- 
cluded, “that the moral principles justi- 
fying taxation be equally clear to the 
governing and those governed. . . . The 
wisdom of those who govern and the 
efficacy of a devoted and honest admin- 
istration should show conclusively that 
the sacrifices they impose correspond 
to a real service and will bear fruit.” 
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THE POPE SPEAKS 
ON THE MOVIES 


Two addresses of Pope Pius XII 
on the movies, reprinted from previ- 
ous issues of TPS, are now available 
in an attractive pamphlet. Single cop- 
ies 25c each; 20% discount on orders 
of $1-$29; 30% on orders of $30- 
$49; 40% on orders of $50 or more. 


Send your order to 
THE POPE SPEAKS 
3622 12th St., N.E. 
Washington 17, D. C. 











MEDICINE AND MEDICAL SCIENCE 
receive Pope Pius’ constant attention. 
The advances of medical research and 
the hope these bring mankind, as well 
as the moral problems they occasionally 
raise, are frequent subjects of his dis- 
courses. Two messages of the Fourth 
Quarter fall into this category: one on 
cancer and chemotherapy, delivered on 
October 6, 1956, another on anatomy 
and histology, given November 15, 1956. 

The address on cancer is the second 
this year to deal with this subject. The 
first, entitled Cancer: A Medical and 
Social Problem, appeared in the Winter 
1956-57 issue, pages 309 ff.; an excerpt 
from the second message appears in this 
issue on page 379. 

Parts of the talk on anatomy and 
histology appear in this issue, beginning 
on page 377, under the title “Life: its 
Science and its Source.” 


* 


PROBLEMS OF HEALTH and sanita- 
tion were discussed in an address of 
October 18th to a committee of the 
Union of Western Europe. 

“The raising of people’s standards of 





328 


living,” Pope Pius said, “comprises a 
number of factors, among which that 
of health is one of the most essential.” 

“We rejoice in knowing,” he con- 
cluded, “that you bring to your task a 
discerning attention and generous de- 
votion, and We urge you to give it un- 
failingly the very best that is in you. 

“In this international cooperation 
which you are carrying on, gentlemen, 
may you all be able to achieve a keener 
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consciousness of the great brotherhood 
of man; to aspire ever more ardently to 
perfect unity, which is not of this world, 
undoubtedly, but toward which all men 
must aim. 

“Becoming increasingly responsive to 
the needs of others, men must cooperate 
by the use of mind and heart, by labor 
and by personal authority, by the em- 
ployment of all resources capable of 
contributing to the great work of recon- 


(Continued on page 423) 
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The Contradiction of Our Age 


The Christmas Message of Pope Pius XII to the Whole World 


L’inesauribile mistero 


HE inexhaustible mystery of 
the Nativity of our Lord is 
about to be proclaimed once 
again to men on earth, who today, 
perhaps more than ever, are athirst 
for truth and security. The myste- 
rious brightness which shone forth 
on the Holy Night from the hum- 
ble manger of the Son of Mary, 
and the chorus of angels announc- 
ing peace are brought back to life 
in souls through the splendor and 
melody of the sacred rites, and 
they serve to renew the divine of- 
fer of clearness of vision in the 
mystery of God and in His love 
(which is true life) to the men of 
our day who have been disap- 
pointed by so many false hopes. 
May all men come to accept the 
heavenly invitation and reply with 
the trusting sincerity of the shep- 
herds, to whom the mystery of 
Christmas was first revealed: “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem, and let 
us see this that has come to pass 
which the Lord has showed to us.” 
(Luke 2, 15) 
The present generation, like those 


December 23 1956 


which have preceded it and have 
known the torture of truths ig- 
nored and the anguish of terrify- 
ing events, would then come back 
from the crib of the Redeemer 
glorifying and praising God, be- 
cause they too have their only 
Savior in Christ. 

Let this, therefore, dear sons 
and daughters, be the Christmas 
greeting which Our fatherly heart, 
saddened but not downcast, intends 
to express to you this year, in which 
threatening storms have returned 
to cast their shadows over the hori- 
zons of peace. To men terrified 
anew, who are peering into the 
darkness in search of a faint glim- 
mer of light and tranquility, such 
as may soothe their tortured spir- 
it in the deep contradiction of the 
present age, We point to the di- 
vine manger at Bethlehem whence 
re-echoes again that message of 
certain hope: “erunt prava in 
directa, et aspera in vias planas” 
—‘“the crooked ways shall be made 
straight and the rough ways 
smooth.” (Luke 3, 5) 
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The contradiction which 
presses on mankind today 


It is beyond doubt that the weight 
of a flagrant contradiction presses 
down the human race in the 20th 
century, as if striking it in its pride. 
On the one hand, there is the con- 
fident expectation of modern man, 
fashioner and eye-witness of the 
“second technical revolution,” that 
he can create a world of plenty in 
wealth and goods, a world freed 
from poverty and uncertainty. On 
the other hand, there is the bitter 
reality of the long years of grief 
and ruin, with the resulting fear— 
become greater in these last months 
—of failure in founding even the 
modest beginnings of harmony and 
lasting peace. 

Something, then, is not proceed- 
ing aright in the internal scheme 
of modern life; an essential error 
must be sapping its foundation. 
But where is it concealed? How 
and by whom can it be corrected? 
In a word, will modern man succeed 
in overcoming, especially within 
himself, that depressing contradic- 


tion of which he is the author and 
the victim? 
Christian attitude to this situation 


Christians are convinced that 
they can overcome this contradic- 
tion by remaining firm on the foun- 
dation of nature and faith, by 
means of a courageous and pru- 
dent re-assessment of the values in 
question, and primarily of the spir- 
itual values. Their realism, which 
takes account of the entire universe 
and does not disregard the expe- 
rience of the past, persuades them 
that they are not in much less 
favorable conditions than were 
their ancestors who also by means 
of their faith succeeded in over- 
coming within themselves the con- 
tradictions of their own time. They 
are convinced that the contradic- 
tions of today are proof of the 
glaring break between life and 
Christian belief, and that it is nec- 
essary, before all else, to cure this 
evil. 

Attitude of those without religion 


Very different, on the other hand, 
is the opinion of not a few others. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 24-25, 1956. Italian text. Translation 
based on that released by the Vatican Press Office. Section heads appearing in this 
address are from the Holy Father's text. 

On December 23, 1956, Pope Pius met with the College of Cardinals and the other 
prelates of the Roman Curia in the Vatican's Consistorial Hall. Cardinal Tisserant, 
Dean of the College of Cardinals, conveyed the Christmas greetings of that group 
to the Holy Father. He, in turn, replied with this, his eighteenth Christmas message 
to the whole world. 

Pope Pius read only a portion of his message: sections of part | and all of part Il. 
As he spoke, his words were relayed by Vatican Radio to the networks of ten European 
countries. Shortly after this program’s conclusion, Vatican Radio broadcast the 
message in twenty-eight languages. 

Radio Free Europe and the Voice of America carried the Christmas message to the 
peoples behind the Iron Curtain in Russian, Polish, Hungarian, Rumanian, and Czech. 
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These are exasperated by the con- 
tradiction, but reluctant to surren- 
der the illusion of man’s omnipo- 
tence. 
revision even those values over 
which they have no power and 
which are not shaped by man’s free 
will, such as religion and natural 
rights. 

In substance, this is the opinion 
which they hold and teach: that 
the fundamental contradiction of 
our time can be removed by man 
himself, without God, and without 
religion. It will not be eradicated, 
they say, until modern man, at 
once creator and creature of the 
technical age, advances right to the 
end of his new road. And, they 
add, he must carry on the work 
which he has already begun of ex- 
tending his power over material 
reality, with no limits of any kind 
being set and with no attention to 
be paid to religion or to the notions 
of man and of the world which 
are based upon it. The basic error 
and root of the present-day contra- 
diction, in their minds, consists in 
going only half-way, or in looking 
for some kind of compromise be- 
tween religion and the technical 
mind. In other words, they reject 
the invitation of heaven to come 
to Bethlehem, where—and where 
alone—man can learn “what has 
come to pass, and what the Lord 
has showed to us,” that is, complete, 
objective reality. 

But the man of the “second tech- 
nical revolution” cannot thrust 
aside the call of God without ag- 
gravating the contradiction and its 
consequences. The invitation to 
truth and the promise of “peace 
on earth” retain their force for 
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him also. Bowed down in adoration 
before the manger of the Man-God, 
he will see the whole truth and, 
consequently, the harmony of his 
universe. In the Son of God made 
man he will assuredly recognize 
the dignity of human nature, but 
also its limits; he will recognize 
that the deep meaning of human 
life and of the world does not 
rest on calculated formulae and 
laws, but on the free act of the 
Creator; he will be convinced that 
then only will he possess, in a true 
sense, “light” and “life,” when he 
binds himself to something abso- 
lute, that is, to the truth which 
shone forth for the first time in 
its fullness at Bethlehem. It is of 
this threefold recognition that We 
wish to speak to you now. 


I. DIGNITY AND LIMITS 
OF HUMAN NATURE 


Knowledge and acceptance 
of human nature 


The first step toward the interior 
victory over today’s contradiction 
begins with an awareness and ac- 
ceptance of human reality in its 
fullness. On the road toward a full 
grasp of this truth—on which an- 
cient opinion expressed itself with 
difficulty—tthe believer moves more 
easily, for faith makes smooth his 
path by removing prejudices and 
impediments such as the sceptic’s 
lack of trust or the shortsighted- 
ness of the rationalist, which pre- 
vent all progress towards the light. 
With a mind free and open to all 
possible greatness, the Christian 
has only to bow before the crib of 
Bethlehem to learn the truth about 
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human nature, summed up, as in a 
visible synthesis, in the new-born 
Son of God. 

The origin, the nature, the des- 
tiny, the history of man are bound 
up in that Infant, in the very fact 
of His birth among us. His infant 
cries are like the account of our 
history, without the knowledge of 
which the nature of man would 
remain an impenetrable enigma. 


Strength and weakness 
of human nature 


In fact, before the cradle of the 
Redeemer, the believer knows the 
original goodness and power of 
man in the happiness of Paradise— 
goodness and power which were a 
gift through grace not due to man. 
But he meditates also on his weak- 
ness. This weakness first manifest- 
ed itself in the sin of our first par- 
ents and became then the sorrowful 
heritage—ever increased by other 
sins—which accompanied man 
wherever he turned on an earth 
which had become almost hostile 
to him. 

Original sin 

Pausing for a moment to exam- 
ine his power, the Christian knows 
that man’s dominion over nature 
and its forces—a gift of divine 
grace—was to have been exercised 
only for the benefit and not the 
danger of human society whose 
history—again by God’s grace— 
was to have begun without the op- 
pression of hardship and misery, 
but in the free development of its 
powers under conditions favorable 
to their fullest and noblest prog- 
ress. 
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At the same time the adorer of 
the newly born Son of God knows 
also that original sin and its con- 
sequences deprived man not of his 
dominion over the earth, but rather 
of security in the exercise of that 
dominion. He knows also that, with 
the weaknesses which followed the 
first sin, man’s capacity and destiny 
to form history were not destroyed, 
but that man would advance along 
life’s path with sorrow, that his life 
would be a mixture of confidence 
and anguish, of wealth and misery, 
of success and failure, of life and 
death, of security and uncertainty 
until the ultimate decision is given 
at the gate of eternity. 


The work of the Redemption 


Near the cradle of the newborn 
Son of God, the believer not only 
finds his past and the present con- 
dition of his nature, but he sees 
his new destiny, the work of in- 
finite love, and the means by which 
he can regain his lost glory. He 
knows in fact that in that cradle 
lies the Savior—truly human and 
truly divine—his Redeemer Who 
came among men in order to heal 
the mortal wounds inflicted on their 
souls by sin, to restore to man the 
dignity of his divine sonship, and 
to confer on him the forces of grace 
that he might conquer, if not al- 
ways exteriorly, at least interiorly, 
the general disorder caused by orig- 
inal sin and made worse by personal 
sin. 


Dignity of hiiman nature 
and its limits 


This internal victory, for which 
divine grace is indispensable, is 
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achieved by the Christian through 
a knowledge of what human nature 
as redeemed by Christ really is, 
with its dignity and its limitations. 

Watch him at work and see how 
he is able to use this knowledge as 
a “truth that makes men free” 
(cfr. John 8, 32) and as a support 
in life, when difficult or even fatal 
situations cannot be avoided or 
overcome externally. 

A Christian put in the same cir- 
cumstances which very often cause 
others to rebel against life itself 
does not demand or desire from 
God anything that is not in keeping 
with the absolute wisdom and good- 
ness of the divine will. And while 
he finds it reasonable and just that 
God should not be obliged to create 
the best possible world, he finds 
comfort in the thought that the 
same God, Who is a loving Father, 
will not allow Himself to be guided 
in giving out graces and assistance 
to men except by the infinite holi- 
ness and justice of His all-benevo- 
lent will, whose one aim is that all 
men might be able to attain their 
eternal destiny in freedom. 

How then ought the believer to 
comport himself before the painful 
contradiction which weighs heavy 
on the modern world and of which 
We were just speaking? Although 
he should be in the happy posses- 
sion of all the means suitable for 
dominating it in his own interior 
life, he is not permitted, nor ought 
he to be permitted, to exempt him- 
self from contributing externally 
to its solution. However, the first 
obligation of a Christian would be 
to persuade the man of today not to 
look on human nature with a sys- 
tematic pessimism or a gratuituous 


optimism, but rather to recognize 
the real dimensions of his power. 

Moreover, he will try to make his 
contemporaries—men of this sec- 
ond technical revolution — under- 
stand that it is not necessary for 
them to free themselves from the 
yoke of religion in order to solve 
this contradiction and not feel its 
effects. On the contrary, Christian 
religion places the contradiction 
under that light which knows how 
to separate the true from the false, 
and how to offer to as many as 
suffer the oppression of this con- 
tradiction the only solution possi-, 
ble without shock or ruin. 


False notion of sin 
and its consequences... 


To fulfill this obligation with 
enlightened charity, it is fitting 
that the Christian know in a very 
concrete manner the so-called mod- 
ern man’s way of thinking, which 
is far from realistic in its attitude 
towards sin. 

While “modern men” do not tol- 
erate the concept of sin—either 
original or personal—in the plans 
of their world, they cannot, on the 
other hand, close their eyes to a 
fact of experience, that man is 
prone to fall morally; they ascribe 
these perverse inclinations only to 
morbid sickness, to functional 
weaknesses which of themselves 
can be cured. And they assure us 
that although the laws to which 
man is subject in his relations with 
the world about him and which 
affect the very depths of his soul, 
are not fully known now, still they 
will arrive at a complete cure of 
these present deficiencies. It will 
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be necessary—they add—to await 
the day in which, from a full 
knowledge of man’s interior mech- 
anism, there will arise a therapeutic 
art capable of curing his morbid 
moral dispositions. As modern 
power over exterior nature, the 
fruit of a profound knowledge of 
the laws which govern it, renders 
possible all technical construction, 
so too there is no reason to doubt 
that much more success will be real- 
ized in regulating the moral make- 
up of man. Why—they ask them- 
selves—should man remain the 
only structure which cannot be 
comprehended and controlled? 


- in the concept of 
crime and punishment 


The bitter fruits of this false 
outlook on reality are already being 
reaped. The softness generally la- 
mented in education, excessive in- 
dulgence in the face of crime, 
silence in regard to responsibility, 
and aversion to the very idea of 
punishment however just, are the 
direct consequences of a concept of 
man according to which everyone 
is in himself good, and all defects— 
so it is affirmed—derive from a 
failure to gear man to the processes 
to which he, together with his 
world, is subject. 


- in questions of 

social and civic life 
The same scheme is applied by 
those theorists to questions of so- 
cial life. According to them, it is 
necessary, in facing the trouble- 
some problems of modern democ- 
racy, to accuse, not man’s con- 
science and his moral sense, but 
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rather his momentary inability to 
progress. These defects in man are 
the result of ignorance and refusal 
to take into serious consideration 
the goodness of man—that good- 
ness which, in the last analysis, is 
found in all. Hence, they add, 
through an ever increasing knowl- 
edge of the natural laws which gov- 
ern man and his world, the good 
qualities of everyone will be truly 
appreciated, and authority and re- 
sponsibility distributed among 
many, even all, men. 

Yet, how is one to conduct him- 
self in the face of the present de- 
ficiencies of social and civil life, 
such as the anonymity of power, 
the swallowing up of the individual 
in the masses, the uncertain balance 
of the forces at work in society? 
The adherents of this so-called real- 
ism assure us that in order to avoid 
such consequences it is sufficient 
to insert—in a purely mechanical 
and automatic way—the principles 
of personal responsibility and of 
the balance of energies into the 
complex of community life. And 
they repeat: just as a very thor- 
ough knowledge of the laws and 
functions of nature external to man 
has led to the boldest technical con- 
quests, so also in social structures 
an increased knowledge of the laws 
which regulate their mechanism 
will suffice for the creation of a 
perfect society. 


True Christian realism 


But can one justify hopes which 
are based on a conception which, 
while claiming to be realistic, shows 
an ignorance of the true nature of 
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man? Is it really true that his so- 
called predispositions to evil are 
simply curable defects of a normal 
process, like the break-downs of a 
machine or apparatus, which are 
corrected by advancing technical 
knowledge? 

While admitting the fact that 
man feels the impulses of many 
natural acts and functional com- 
plexes, yet he remains—quite dif- 
ferently from matter, plants, and 
animals—above them, and though 
he acknowledges their meaning and 
their import, he will always be their 
master, who, with free causality, 
inserts them in some way or other 
into the course of events. Man 
dominates those actions and com- 
plexes because he is above all a 
spiritual being, a person, a subject 
of free action or omission, and not 
merely the meeting ground where 
those natural processes unfold. In 
this does his dignity consist, and 
his limitations also. For he is capa- 
ble of doing good, but also evil; of 
actuating all the possibilities and 
positive dispositions of his being, 
but also of endangering them. 

Now because of the great values 
at stake, it is precisely this risk 
which has assumed massive propor- 
tions in the twentieth century; it is 
this which creates and explains the 
painful contradiction noticed by 
our contemporaries. The only rem- 
edy by which it may be overcome 
is a return to true realism, Chris- 
tian realism, which embraces with 
the same sureness man’s dignity 
and his limits, his capacity for self- 
conquest and the reality of sin. 
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False realism in its applications: in 
private and public morality; in the 
field of education ... 


This is not the case with that 
false realism, some of whose un- 
fortunate applications We wish to 
point out. It is clear that it is this 
which strikes at the roots of pri- 
vate and public morality, empty- 
ing of all meaning the ideas of 
conscience and responsibility, and 
weakening that of free will. 

Equally harmful are the conse- 
quences in the field of education, as 
can already be seen wherever it is 
under the more or less hidden influ- 
ence of false realism: schools 
where the aims of education are 
not proposed at all, or only in a 
subordinate way; parents rendered 
practically unable to educate their 
children properly by example and 
guidance; all of which is far more 
responsible for the failure in edu- 
cation which is openly deplored to- 
day than are the defects and mis- 
takes—serious though they be—of 
the pupils. 

Educators and children, no less 
than the mature individual, should, 
in preparing for life, acknowledge 
once more the reality of sin and 
grace and refuse to listen to state- 
ments about pure and simple pre- 
dispositions which are to be cared 
for by medicine and psychology. 


- in the present day 
democratic structure 


False realism finds wider appli- 
cation in the present day structure 
of democracy, whose insufficiency, 
as We have pointed out, is supposed 
to depend on mere defects of insti- 
tutions, which can be attributed to 





838 


still incomplete knowledge of _nat- 
ural processes and the complexity 
of the social mechanism’s functions. 

But even the state and its form 
depend on the moral character of 
its citizens, especially today, when 
the modern state, in its keen aware- 
ness of technical and organization- 
al possibilities, is unfortunately in- 
clined through public agencies to 
deprive the individual of thought 
and responsibility for his own life. 
A modern democracy thus erected 
will necessarily fall whenever it 
does not, or cannot, any longer es- 
tablish a relationship between it- 
self and the individual moral re- 
sponsibilities of its citizens. And 
even if it wished to, it could not 
do so successfully for it would not 
meet a response wherever a sense 
of the true reality of man, an 
awareness of human nature’s dig- 
nity and its limitations, are no 
longer flourishing in the people. 

Efforts at correction have been 
made through large-scale institu- 
tional reforms, often too broad in 
scope, or based on false principles; 
but the reform of institutions is not 
as urgent as that of conduct. And 
this latter reform can be accom- 
plished only on the foundation of 
man’s true reality, such as is 
learned, with religious humility, at 
the crib of Bethlehem. Even in the 
life of states man’s moral strength 
and weakness, grace and sin, have 
a definite part. Twentieth-century 
politics cannot ignore this, nor can 
it permit continuance of the error 
of wishing to separate the state 
from religion in the name of a lai- 
cism that the facts have been un- 
able to justify. 
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II. THE FREE ACT AND 
HUMAN REALITY 


The second error of so-called 
“realistic” thought which is at the 
bottom of the present-day contra- 
diction consists in its boast that it 
is creating an entirely new society, 
without taking into account the his- 
toric reality of man, his free activ- 
ity which determines society, or the 
religion which this freedom fosters 
and approves. It is impossible to 
foresee all the consequences of this 
error, but the most immediate will 
be the destruction of that security 
which the world ardently desires, 
and which is at present so pre- 
carious. 


Three essential values: historical 
reality, free act, and religion; their 
rejection by “realistic” thought 


The rejection of the three values 
—historical reality, free act, reli- 
gion—as dead weight which slows 
down or impedes in its course the 
ship of modern progress, is a con- 
sequence of that attitude of “realis- 
tic” thought which We have alluded 
to—the attitude which admits of 
no limits to man’s power, treats 
everything in a technical manner, 
and fosters complete confidence in 
technological ability. 


Man, the independent creator, by 
use of a technical method, of 


a new society 


It is the prerogative of the men 
of the present technical age, they 
declare, to be able to construct so- 
ciety ever anew, in step with that 
progress in technological ability, 
and without the need to take lessons 
from the past. This latter, on the 
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contrary, being linked with all man- 
ner of prejudices, but particularly 
with those connected with religion, 
would weaken confidence and tem- 
per its constructive impulse. 

Modern man, well acquainted 
with this world and proud to live 
in it as in a house which he, and 
he alone, is building, allots to him- 
self the function of creator. What 
once was does not interest him or 
detain him. The whole world be- 
comes for him a laboratory where 
he is ever gathering together again, 
with strict mathematical connec- 
tions, the forces of nature, distrib- 
uting them according to fixed pro- 
portions, shaping and ordering 
events in advance. There is no 
doubt that there are still reactions, 
there are still facts, in which na- 
ture seems to resist the will and 
plans of man, and points to a whole 
which can be broken down into its 
ultimate elements only at the cost 
of serious consequences if not of 
utter catastrophe. 

Hence it is not surprising that 
modern man approaches social life 
with the attitude of a technician 
who has dismantled a machine into 
its constituent parts and then set 
himself to reconstruct it according 
to a pattern of his own design. But, 
when it is a question of social reali- 
ties, his desire to. create things 
wholly new is- met by an insur- 
mountable obstacle, human society 
itself in its inviolable historical pat- 
terns. Social life, in fact, is some- 
thing which has come slowly into 
being with much labor, and, as it 
were, through successive strata of 
positive contributions furnished 
by preceding generations. Only by 
supporting the new foundations on 
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those established strata is it possi- 
ble to construct something still 
new. The rule of history over social 
realities of the present and of the 
future is beyond question, and it 
cannot be neglected by anyone de- 
siring to set his hand to improving 
or adapting them to the new era. 

But the supposed “realists,” in- 
tending to overcome at all costs the 
resistance of historical reality, di- 
rect their zeal for destruction 
against religion, which is, accord- 
ing to them, guilty of having cre- 
ated—and of wishing to retain in 
life—all that is past, especially the 
most decadent forms, and guilty, 
above all, of consolidating the so- 
cial ideas of men within schemes 
which are absolute, and so immut- 
able. It therefore establishes an 
obstacle in the path of the future, 
and, for this reason, must be re- 
moved. 


The Christian religion and the 
present and future of 
human society 


Beyond doubt, the Christian reli- 
gion does recognize and respect his- 
tory’s rule over the present and the 
future of human society, because 
the believer cannot ignore and re- 
ject anything that is true reality. 
He knows that the foundation of 
human reality and society is not 
some event happening according 
to mechanical necessity, but the 
free and ever beneficent action of 
God, and the free act of men—an 
act animated by love and loyalty 
wherever men follow the design of 
God. 

There at the manger at Beth- 
lehem the deep sense of man’s - 
history, past and future, is trans- 








340 


formed into human shape, and em- 
braces its present, however sad, 
which the Christian approaches in 
the consoling conviction of security. 


Security and its foundations 


Security! The keenest desire of 
those alive today! They ask for it 
from society and its plans. But 
the self-styled “realists” of this 
age have proved themselves incapa- 
ble of giving it, because they wish 
to put themselves in place of the 
Creator and make themselves ar- 
biters of the plan of creation. 

On the contrary, religion and the 
reality of the past teach that the 
social structures, such as matri- 
mony and family, the community 
and professional groups, social un- 
ion in personal property, are essen- 
tial cells which secure man’s free- 
dom and, along with it, his function 
in history. Hence they cannot be 
tampered with, and their essence 
cannot be the subject of arbitrary 
revision. 


Human society and its 
supreme lawgiver 


Assuredly, whoever is seeking 
freedom and security ought to re- 
store society to its true and su- 
preme Lawgiver, persuading him- 
self that only a concept of society 
which has its origin in God protects 
it in its most important undertak- 
ings. Those who through atheism, 
in theory or simply in practice, 
make gods of technology and the 
mechanical progress of events in- 
evitably end by becoming enemies 
of true human liberty, since they 
deal with mankind as with inani- 
. mate objects in a laboratory. 
These considerations are less ex- 
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traordinary and less divorced from 
actual fact than they may appear 
to be. Hence We hope that they 
will be welcomed in those places 
where much thought is being de- 
voted to the improvement of under- 
developed territory—the so-called 
depressed areas. The care devoted 
to the betterment of existing social 
structures which are susceptible 
of improvement is certainly praise- 
worthy, but it would be an error to 
uproot man altogether from tradi- 
tion under the impulse of technol- 
ogy and modern organization. Like 
plants plucked from their own sur- 
roundings and transferred to un- 
congenial conditions, these men 
would find themselves cruelly iso- 
lated, and would fall victims there- 
after, perhaps, to ideas and tend- 
encies which fundamentally no one 
can wish for. 


Harmony between dynamic reform 
and static tradition: the free act 
and the community’s security 


Thus, respect for what history 
has evolved is a sign of the gen- 
uine will for reforms and the guar- 
antee of their happy outcome. This 
is true of history, since it is the 
realm of human reality in which 
man has to take himself, as well 
as the forces of nature, into con- 
sideration. He is responsible before 
his ancestors and his descendants, 
and to him has been given the duty 
of molding continuously the life of 
the community. 

Thus there is always a dynamic 
development by personal and free 
action, but without tampering with 
the security which exists in society 
and with society; and, on the other 
hand, there is also ever present an 
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assured fund of traditions and 
unchanging values to protect its 
security, yet without taking from 
sections of society the free and 
personal action of the individual. 

In this fashion man weaves his 
own history, or rather cooperates 
with God in bringing into being 
a reality worthy of the subject and, 
at the same time, worthy of the de- 
sign of the Creator. It is a duty 
as lofty as it is difficult, which can 
be carried out successfully only by 
someone who understands what his- 
tory and freedom really are; such 
a man knows how to blend the dy- 
namic characteristics of reform 
with the static nature of tradition, 
and human liberty with general 
security. The Christian who pros- 
trates himself before the manger 
at Bethlehem understands fully its 
necessity and seriousness, and from 
the same manger he draws light 
and strength to accomplish worth- 
ily his important duty. 


III. ABSOLUTE TRUTH, 
THE LIGHT AND LIFE 
OF MAN 


Freedom and personal responsi- 
bility, properly ordered social rela- 
tions, progress correctly under- 
stood—these are, indeed, human 
values, for man effects them and 
profits by them, but they are like- 
wise religious and divine values 
if one considers their source. 


Contrasts in the field of religion 


Now even in the West there is an 
effort to attack and banish the very 
basis of these values from modern 
society in the name of laicism, 
of man’s vain self-sufficiency. Thus 
this strange condition has come 
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about that not a few public figures, 
possessing no strong religious con- 
viction, wish, and are obliged, to 
defend for the sake of the common 
good those fundamental values 
which draw their being only from 
religion and from Gc .. 

Would-be realists do not like to 
admit such a statement, and even 
blame religion all the more for 
turning into a religious quarrel 
what they think should be merely 
a political and economic difference 
of opinion. They paint in vivid 
hues the terror and cruelty of old 
wars of religion, in order to per- 
suade men that the present-day 
quarrels between East and West 
are really inoffensive, and that a 
little more common sense would 
suffice to produce tranquillity be- 
tween divergent economic ambi- 
tions, and solid relations between 
political powers. To refer to ab- 
solute values, they claim, unhappi- 
ly falsifies the true state of affairs, 
whets passions and makes it more 
difficult to advance toward a prac- 
tical and reasonable union. 


Harmful trends 


For Our part We, as Head of the 
Church, have up to now avoided, 
just as We did in previous cases, 
calling Christendom to a crusade. 
We can, however, call for full un- 
derstanding of the fact that where 
religion is a vital living heritage, 
men do regard as a crusade the 
struggle unjustly forced on them 
by their enemy. But We declare, 
for the benefit of all, that despite 
the effort to give an innocuous ap- 
pearance to some destructive ten- 
dencies, there is a question of the 
absolute values of man and of so- 
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ciety. Because of Our great re- 
sponsibility We cannot let this 
point be lost in the fog of equivo- 
cation. 


Discussions and meetings 


On this score We must with deep- 
est sadness mourn the help given 
by some Catholics, both ecclesiasti- 
cal and lay, to the tactics of obfus- 
cation, calculated to bring about a 
result that they themselves did not 
intend. 

How can they fail to see that 
such is the aim of all that insin- 
cere activity which hides under 
the name of “talks” and “meet- 
ings”? Why enter a discussion, for 
that matter, without a common lan- 
guage, or how is it possible to meet 
if the paths are divergent, that is, 
if one party rejects or denies the 
common absolute values, thereby 
making all “co-existence in truth” 
unattainable? 

Out of respect for the very name 
of Christian, compliance with such 
tactics should cease, for as the 
Apostle warns, it is inconsistent 
to wish to sit at the table of God 
and at that of His enemies. (Cf. 
I Cor., 10, 21.) 

And if there still be any vacillat- 
ing spirits, not withstanding the 
black testimony of ten years of cru- 
elty, the blood just shed and the 
immolation of many lives sacrificed 
by a martyred people should finally 
convince them. Still, it is remarked, 
the bridges must not be cut; mu- 
tual relations must rather be pre- 
served. 

This may be true, but whatever 
responsible governmental and po- 
litical leaders decide that they 
ought to do by way of agreements 
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and mutual relations aimed at the 
peace of mankind rather than per- 
sonal interests should be judged 
sufficient. And whatever action 
competent ecclesiastical authority 
decides to take in order to gain rec- 
ognition for the Church’s rights 
and freedom should be considered 
adequate. 


The cause of peace 


If unpleasant realities force Us 
to set forth the terms of the strug- 
gle in clear language, no one can 
properly accuse Us of favoring the 
stiffening of opposing blocs, and 
still less of having in some fashion 
abandoned that mission of peace 
which flows from Our Apostolic 
Office. Rather, if We kept silence 
We would have to fear the judg- 
ment of God. We remain closely 
allied to the cause of peace, and 
God alone knows how much We 
yearn to be able to announce it in 
full and happy tones with the an- 
gels of Christmas. But precisely 
in order to protect it from the pres- 
ent threats, We must point out 
where the danger lies, the tactics 
of its enemies, and what marks 
them as such. The new-born Son 
of God, Himself infinite goodness, 
unhesitatingly drew clear lines of 
demarcation in just this way, 
and faced death on behalf of the 
truth. 

We are convinced that today too, 
in the face of an enemy determined 
to impose on all peoples, in one 
way or another, a special and in- 
tolerable way of life, only the unan- 
imous and courageous behavior of 
all who love the true and the good 
can preserve peace, and will pre- 
serve it. It would be‘a fatal error 
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to repeat what, in similar circum- 
stances, happened during the years 
preceding the Second World War, 
when all the threatened nations, 
and not merely the smallest, sought 
their safety at the expense of oth- 
ers, using them as shields, so to 
speak, and even seeking very ques- 
tionable economic and political ad- 
vantages from their neighbor’s suf- 
fering. In the end all were over- 
whelmed together in the holocaust. 


Solidarity of Europe one of 
the means for world peace 


Hence, a definite need of this pe- 
riod—a means of ensuring the 
whole world’s peace and a fruitful 
share of its goods, a force which 
embraces, too, the peoples of Asia, 
Africa, and the Near East, includ- 
ing Palestine with its Holy Places 
—is the restoration of European 
solidarity. But this unity is not as- 
sured until all the associated na- 
tions realize that the political and 
economic defeats of one can no- 
where, in the long run, result in 
true gains for the others. This 
unity is not strong, as far as the 
forming of public opinion is con- 
cerned, if in the hour of common 
peril criticism, even though justi- 
fied, of one nation’s actions is ex- 
pressed by the others with such 
onesidedness as to cause doubt that 
any bond of union at all remains. 
A good course of action can never 
be had by mere sentiment; much 
less can a true political course for 
today be maintained with the senti- 
ments of yesterday and the day be- 
fore. Under such influence it would 
be impossible to judge correctly 
certain important questions, such 
as military service, weapons, war. 
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Military service, arms, and war 


Present-day conditions, which 
have no counterpart in the past, 
should be clear to everyone. There 
is no longer room for doubt con- 
cerning the aims and methods 
which rely on tanks, when these 
latter noisily crash over borders 
and sow death in order to force 
civilian peoples into a pattern of 
life they explicitly detest; when— 
destroying, as it were, the stages of 
possible negotiation and mediation 
—the threat of using atomic weap- 
ons is employed to gain certain de- 
mands, be they justified or not. 

It is clear that in present cir- 
cumstances there can be verified 
in a nation a situation, wherein, 
after every effort to avoid war has 
been expended in vain, war—for 
effective self-defense and with the 
hope of a favorable outcome 
against unjust attack—could not 
be considered unlawful. 

If, therefore, a body representa- 
tive of the people and a government 
—both having been chosen by free 
elections—in a moment of extreme 
danger decide, by legitimate instru- 
ments of internal and external pol- 
icy, on defensive precautions, and 
carry out the plans which they con- 
sider necessary, they do not act 
immorally. Therefore a Catholic 
citizen cannot invoke his own con- 
science in order to refuse to serve 
and fulfill those duties the law im- 
poses. On this matter We are in 
perfect harmony with Our Prede- 
cessors, Leo XIII and Benedict XV, 
who never denied that obligation, 
but lamented the headlong arma- 
ments race and the moral dangers 
accompanying barracks life, and 
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urged, as We do likewise, general 
disarmament as an effective reme- 
dy. (Cf. Leonis XIII Acta, vol. 
XIV, Romae 1895, pag. 210; Ar- 
chives of Extraordinary Ecclesias- 
tical Affairs, Notes of Cardinal 
Gasparri, Secretary of State of 
Benedict XV, to the Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, September 28, 
1917.) 


Moral laws and the 


dictates of conscience 


There are, then, occasions and 
times in the lives of nations in 
which only recourse to higher prin- 
ciples can establish clearly the 
boundaries between right and 
wrong, between what is lawful and 
what is immoral, and bring peace 
to consciences faced with grave 
decisions. It is therefore consoling 
that in some countries, amid today’s 
debates, men are talking about 
conscience and its demands. 

They show that they have not 
forgotten that social life is saved 
from chaos only insofar as it per- 
mits itself to be supported by abso- 
lute norms and an absolute end; 
they implicitly condemn those who 
believe that they can resolve the 
questions of human co-existence 
on the basis of good external ap- 
pearances and with a practical view 
whose aim is to act according to 
where interest and power may be 
found in individual cases. 

Although the program which is 
at the foundation of the United 
Nations aims at the realization of 
absolute values in the co-existence 
of peoples, the recent past has, 
however, shown that false realism 
is succeeding in prevailing in not 
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a few of its members, even when 
there is question of restoring re- 
spect for these same values of hu- 
man society, which have been open- 
ly trampled upon. 

This unilatera] view which tends 
to work in various circumstances 
only according to personal interest 
and power, is succeeding in bring- 
ing it about that various accusa- 
tions of destroying the peace are 
treated very differently; thus the 
different degree of gravity which 
each of these cases, taken individ- 
ually, has in the light of absolute 
values, is completely distorted. 


The authority of 
the United Nations 


No one expects or demands the 
impossible, not even from the 
United Nations, but one should 
have a right to expect that their 
authority should have had its 
weight, at least through observers, 
in the places in which the essential 
values of man are in extreme dan- 
ger. 

Although the United Nations’ 
condemnation of the grave viola- 
tions of the rights of men and of 
entire nations is worthy of recog- 
nition, one can nevertheless wish 
that, in similar cases, the exercise 
of their rights, as members of this 
organization, be denied to states 
which refuse even the admission of 
observers—thus showing that their 
concept of state sovereignty threat- 
ens the very foundations of the 
United Nations. 

This organization ought also to 
have the right and the power of 
forestalling all military interven- 
tion of one state in another, what- 
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ever be the pretext under which it 
is effected, and also the right and 
power of assuming, by means of a 
sufficient police force, the safe- 
guarding of order in the state 
which is threatened. 


General disarmament and 
new methods of control 


If We allude to these defects, it is 
because We desire to see the author- 
ity of the United Nations strength- 
ened, especially for effecting the 
general disarmament which We 
have so much at heart and on which 
We have already spoken in other 
discourses. 

In fact only in the ambit of an 
institution like the United Nations 
can the promise of individual na- 
tions to reduce armament, espe- 
cially to abandon production and 
use of certain arms, be mutually 
exchanged under the strict obli- 
gation of international law. 

Likewise, only the United Na- 
tions is at present in a position to 
exact the observance of this obliga- 
tion by assuming effective control 
of the armaments of all nations 
without exception. Its exercise of 
aerial observation will assure, with 
relative ease, certain and effective 
knowledge of the production and 
military preparedness for war 
while avoiding the disadvantages 
to which the presence of foreign 
troops in a country can give rise. 
Indeed, what technical science has 
been able to attain in this field 
approaches the miraculous. 

In fact, by the use of an adequate 
wide-angle lens and sufficient light, 
it is possible now to photograph, 
from a height of several kilometers 
and in sufficiently great detail, ob- 
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jects which are on the earth’s sur- 
face. Scientific progress, modern 
techniques, both mechanical and 
photographic, have succeeded in 
constructing cameras which have — 
reached extraordinary perfection 
in all aspects; film of high sensi- 
tivity with very little grain makes 
it possible to enlarge pictures to 
hundreds of times their original 
size. Such cameras, mounted on 
airplanes which go at a speed very 
close to that of sound, are able au- 
tomatically to take thousands of 
pictures, so that hundreds of thou- 
sands of square kilometers can be 
explored in a relatively short time. 
The experiments conducted in 
this field have given exceptionally 
important results permitting one to 
produce concrete evidence of ma- 
chines, individual persons, and ob- 
jects present on the ground, and 
even—at least indirectly—in sub- 
terranean places. Researches thus 
far made have shown how very dif- 
ficult it would be to camouflage 
movement of troops or artillery, 
vast stores of arms, industrial cen- 
ters important for war production. 
If these surveys could be perma- 
nent and systematic, it would be 
possible to bring out the minutest 
details, and thus give a solid guar- 
antee against eventual surprises. 
The acceptance of control: this 
is the point crucial for success; 
here every nation will show the 
sincerity of its desire for peace. 


The will for peace 


The desire for peace: free man’s 
most valuable possession, this life’s 
inestimable treasure, peace is the 
fruit of men’s effort, but also a 
precious gift of God. The Chris- 
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tian knows it since he has under- 
stood it at the cradle of the new- 
born Son of God; all order is 
founded on and safeguarded by 
His truth and His Commandments, 
the supreme absolute values, which 
make this order fruitful in works 
of progress and civilization. 


The Light and Life of the 
mystery of Christmas; help 
for Hungary under tyranny 


In conclusion, We add one final 
word of encouragement. It is most 
consoling for Us to see the sympa- 
thetic and generous reaction toward 
the oppressed Hungarian nation on 
the part of all Our beloved sons, of 
charitable organizations, of entire 
nations, and also of the fairminded 
newspapers. We are also convinced 
that good men will not cease to 
pray and to make sacrifices to 
lighten the sad conditions of this 
martyred people. 

There are already many on the 
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earth who, in the turbulent changes 
of the last ten years, have experi- 
enced personally what misery is. 
How would it be possible to remain 
indifferent before the dire want of 
others? And how can they who 
are living in comfort remain in- 
sensible to the poverty of their 
neighbor? 

But together with your charity, 
may there be granted in abundance 
to those in misfortune, above all 
else, the light and the life of the 
mystery of Christ’s birth. Both 
have been given in Christ; and this 
grace, this peace, this trust in God 
which will restore all justice and 
reward all sacrifice, will not be 
able to be taken away from them 
by any human power. 

And now on all those listening, 
and especially on those suffering, 
on the humble and on the poor, on 
those who are enduring persecution 
for justice’ sake (Matth. 5, 10) 
may Our Apostolic Benediction de- 
scend, as a pledge of divine grace. 














The Encyclical Letter, 


Luctuosissimi Eventus 


To the Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion 
with the Apostolic See: Public prayers are enjoined for 
the achievement of peace based on justice for the 
Hungarian people agonized by awful slaughter 


PIUS PP. Xil 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


UR paternal heart is deeply 
moved by the _ sorrowful 
events which have befallen 

the people of eastern Europe and 
especially of Our beloved Hungary, 
which is now being soaked in blood 
by a shocking massacre. And not 
only is Our heart moved, but so too 
are the hearts of all men who cher- 
ish the rights of civil society, the 
dignity of man, and the liberty 
which is due to individuals and to 
nations. 


Justice and freedom 


And so, aware of Our Apostolic 
duties, We cannot but fervently 
appeal to all of you, Venerable 
Brethren, and to the flocks en- 


trusted to each of you, that, ani- 
mated by brotherly love, you raise 
suppliant prayers with Us to God, 
in Whose hands lie the destinies 
of peoples as well as the power 
and very lives of their rulers. Let 
us pray that an end may be put to 
this carnage and that a genuine 
peace founded on justice, charity, 
and rightful freedom may some day 
dawn again. 

May all men come to realize that 
today’s unsettled international or- 
der cannot be stabilized by an 
armed might which brings many to 
their death, nor by that violence 
inflicted upon citizens which is 
powerless to compel their inner 
assent, nor by those deceitful fic- 
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tions which corrupt the mind and 
are as repugnant to the rights of 
a civic and Christian conscience as 
they are to the rights of the Church. 
Nor can the breath of just freedom 
ever be extinguished by external 
force. 


The faith of Hungary 


In the midst of these oppressive 
conditions, which so torment a be- 
loved part of the Christian flock, 
We recall with pleasure the day, 
now many years ago, when We 
journeyed to Budapest to take part 
in an international Eucharistic 
Congress as personal representa- 
tive of Our Predecessor of happy 
memory, Pius XI. We then had the 
joy and consolation of seeing the 
dear Catholics of Hungary follow 
with ardent piety and profoundest 
veneration the August Sacrament 
of the altar as it was carried in 
solemn procession through the 
streets of the city. 

We are sure that the same faith 
in and love for our Divine Re- 
deemer still inspire the hearts of 
this people even though the cham- 
pions of atheistic communism at- 
tempt with every possible strata- 
gem to despoil their minds of the 
religion of their forefathers. We 
have, therefore, the surest confi- 
dence that this great nation, even 
in the crisis which now tragically 
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vexes it, will once again raise sup- 
pliant prayers to God, asking for 
that peace and domestic order 
which it so ardently desires. We 
also hope that all true Christians 
throughout the world, as evidence 
of their common charity, will join 
in prayer with these, their broth- 
ers, who are oppressed by so many 
calamities and so many wrongs. 


A crusade of prayer 


We particularly exhort to this 
holy crusade of prayer all those 
whom We embrace in the same ten- 
der affection as did the Divine Re- 
deemer whose person We represent 
on earth—those who are in the 
flower of youth, resplendent with 
sweetness and grace. We have 
great confidence in their prayers 
for, though they are of this world, 
which is sullied by crime and sin, 
they can still, in a sense, be called 
angels. May all Christians join 
them in invoking the powerful pa- 
tronage of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, for she has great influence 
for us before God since she is the 
Mother of the Divine Redeemer 
and our own most loving Mother. 

We have no doubt that Chris- 
tians everywhere, in cities, towns, 
and villages, wherever the light of 
the Gospel shines, and especially 
boys and girls, will most willingly 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 29-30, 1956. Latin text.. Translation by 
Martin F. Connor. 


This is an Encyclical Letter, called after its opening words “Luctuosissimi eventus,” 
in which the Holy Father asks all Christians throughout the world to join in a crusade 
of prayers for the people of Hungary who had just commenced their rebellion 
against the Communist government imposed upon them by the Soviet Union. 








LUCTUOSISSIMI EVENTUS 


respond to Our entreaties to which 
yours will be added. 

So it will come to pass that the 
beloved Hungarian people who are 
tortured by such great suffering 
and drenched in so much blood, and 
the other peoples of eastern Eu- 
rope who are deprived of religious 
and civil liberty, will be able—with 
the inspiration and help of God, 
which is sought in so many suppli- 
ant prayers, and through the inter- 
cession of the Virgin Mary—hap- 
pily and peacefully to resolve these 
problems in justice and right order, 
with due respect for the rights of 
God and Jesus Christ, our King, 
whose kingdom is “a kingdom of 
truth and life, a kingdom of holi- 
ness and grace, a kingdom of jus- 
tice, love and peace.” (Preface of 
the Feast of Jesus Christ the 
King.) 
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Relying upon this sweet hope, 
We impart, as a token of Our es- 
teem and in ‘pledge of abundant 
heavenly graces, Our Apostolic 
Benediction, lovingly in Our Lord, 
to each one of you, Venerable 
Brethren, and to your flocks, es- 
pecially those in Hungary and the 
other countries of eastern Europe 
who are so sorely afflicted and op- 
pressed by calamities, and particu- 
larly to those Consecrated Bishops 
of these same countries who are 
held in prison or places of custody 
or have been sent into exile. 

Given at Rome from St. Peter’s 
on the 28th day of October, the 
Feast of our Lord Jesus Christ the 
King, in the year 1956, the 18th 
of Our Pontificate. 

PIUS PP. XII 








Telegram to Jozef Cardinal Mindszenty 

We grieved for you with a father's affection eight years ago when you 
were unjustly driven from your See and cast into prison. We deplored this 
injustice publicly more than once, especially in an Extraordinary Consistory. 
Today We learn of your liberation with the deepest consolation, while all 
Catholics throughout the world, as well as in your native land, rejoice. 

We thank God Who has heard with favor the unfailing entreaties of all 
the faithful. With the help of His grace your faith and courage of heart were 
supported and made strong amidst the grievous trials you have undergone 
for Christ. 

May your liberation be a happy omen that your apostolic zeal and that of 
all your Bishops, given selfless response by your flocks, will impart new life 
and vigor to Christian life in Hungary after so many hazards and so much 
bloodshed. May that unflagging loyalty to the Church and Apostolic See 
which is your heritage from your fathers always shine resplendent. 

We pray eternal rest for those who have been slain in the sorrowful events 
of these days, and, in the fullness of Our love, We impart Our Apostolic 
Blessing as a pledge of heavenly favor to you, beloved son, who have always 
been present in Our prayers and Our solicitude, and to the other Bishops, 
priests, and faithful, especially those who have been touched by these awful 
tragedies. 

—Pius XI]. October 31, 1956. 








The Encyclical Letter, 


Laetamur Admodum 


To the Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion 
with the Apostolic See: Public prayers are enjoined again with 

renewed exhortations to the achievement of peace — 


PIUS PP. XIil 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


E are most pleased to learn 

that the Consecrated Shep- 

herds of the Catholic world 
and the rest of the clergy and faith- 
ful have responded with generosity 
and enthusiasm to the paternal en- 
treaty of Our recent Encyclical 
Letter by supplicating Heaven in 
public prayers. And so We give un- 
ceasing thanks to God from Our 
heart that He has heard so many 
prayers, especially of innocent boys 
and girls, and a new dawn of peace 
based on justice seems to be break- 
ing at long last for the people of 
Poland and Hungary. 


Poland and Hungary 


With no less joy have We learned 
that Our beloved sons, Cardinals 
of the Holy Roman Church, Stefan 
Wyszynski, Archbishop of Gniezno 


and Warsaw, and Jozef Mindszen- 
ty, Archbishop of Esztergom, who 
had both been expelled from their 
Sees, are acknowledged to be inno- 
cent men, unjustly accused of 
crime, and as such have already 
been restored to their positions of 
honor and responsibility and wel- 
comed in triumph by rejoicing mul- 
titudes. 

We are confident that this event 
will prove a happy omen for the 
restoration and pacification of these 
two countries on a basis of sounder 
principle and nobler law, and, 
above all, with proper respect for 
God’s rights and those of His 
Church. 

Wherefore We call again and 
again upon all the Catholics of 
those countries to unite themselves 
about their lawful shepherds with 
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massed force and drawn ranks, and 
thus to apply themselves diligently 
to the advancement and strength- 
ening of this holy cause. For it is 
a cause which cannot be abandoned 
or neglected without making true 
peace an impossibility. 


The Near East 


But even while Our heart still 
fears on this account, We behold 
the threat of another frightening 
crisis. As you know, Venerable 
Brothers, the flames of another war 
are being fanned menacingly in 
the Near East, not far from that 
holy land where angels descended 
from Heaven and hovered over the 
crib of the Divine Child, announc- 
ing peace to men of good will. 
(Luke 2, 14) 

What else can We do, who em- 
brace all peoples with a father’s 
affection, but raise suppliant pray- 
ers to the Father of Mercies and 
God of all comfort (cfr. II Cor. 
1, 3), and urge all of you to join 
in them with Us? For “the weap- 
ons of our warfare are not carnal, 


- but powerful before God.” (II 


Cor. 10, 4) 

We trust solely in Him Who can 
illuminate the minds of men with 
His heavenly light and incline their 
incited wills to those more temper- 
ate counsels by which right order 


among nations may be established, 
to their common advantage and 
with certainty that the legitimate 
rights of all interested parties are 
being secured. 

May all men, especially those 
who hold the destinies of nations 
in their hands, remember that war 
brings no lasting benefit, but a 
host of misfortunes and disasters. 
Differences among men are not re- 
solved by arms, bloodshed, or de- 
struction, but only by reason, law, 
prudence, and justice. 

When wise men who are moti- 
vated by a desire for lasting peace 
meet to discuss such differences, 
they should certainly feel obliged 
to enter upon the ways of justice 
rather than the rash road of vio- 
lence if they reflect upon the grave 
dangers of a war which may start 
as a tiny spark, but can burst into 
an enormous conflagration. 

Amidst these dangerous crises 
We wish especially to convince the 
heads of governments. We cannot 
possibly doubt their realization that 
no other interest motivates Us but 
the common good and prosperity of 
all, which can never be achieved 
by the massacre of one’s brothers. 


An exhortation to prayer 


And since, as We have said, We 
place Our hope above all in the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 2-3, 1956. Latin text. Translation by 


Martin F. Connor. 


In this Encyclical Letter the Holy Father gives thanks for the liberation of Cardinals 
Mindszenty and Wyszynski, prays that this event may mark the end of the trials of 
Poland and Hungary, and expresses concern over the crisis precipitated by hostilities 
between Egypt and Israel. It was written just prior to Russia’s violent re-entry into 


Hungary. 
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providence and mercy of God. We 
repeatedly urge you, Venerable 
Brothers, not to cease encouraging 
and promoting this zealous crusade 
of prayer. Through it—with the 
intercession of His Mother, the Vir- 
gin Mary—may Almighty God in 
His goodness grant an end to the 
threat of war, a happy solution to 
the conflicting claims of nations, 
and assurance everywhere, to the 
common benefit of all, of those 
rights granted the Church by her 
Divine Founder. Thus may “the 
whole human family, which has 
been rent asunder by sin’s wound, 
be brought under the sway of His 
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most sweet rule.” (Prayer for the 
Feast of Christ the King) 

Until then, lovingly in our Lord, 
We impart to all of you, Venerable 
Brothers, and to the flocks en- 
trusted to your care, who will cer- 
tainly respond like you to Our re- 
newed exhortations, Our Apostolic 
Blessing, a pledge of heavenly 
graces and evidence of Our fatherly 
good wishes. 

Given at Rome, from St. Peter’s, 
on the first day of November, the 
Feast of All Saints, in the year 
1956, the eighteenth of Our Pon- 
tificate. 

PIUS PP. XII 


&% 


Telegram to Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski 


Your return to the Sees of Gneizo and Warsaw, the news of which you 
communicated to Us in your respectful and kind telegram, and which has 
brought deep joy to the people of Poland and to Catholics everywhere, 
affords Us a most welcome opportunity to render Our unbounded gratitude 


to Almighty God. 


With an outpouring of affection, We congratulate you, Our beloved son, 
whose indomitable courage and bravery of spirit in adversity was an example 


to all the world. 


And so, while We continue Our earnest prayers to Heaven on your behalf, 
and thus repay the testimony that has been brought Us of your great devotion, 
We impart to you, your priests and people, your Bishops and the faithful 
of all of Catholic Poland, Our loving blessing. 

You have strengthened Our firm hope that, as your long-awaited return 
has made especially memorable for you the present year, already dedicated 
to Maria of Jasna Gora, Queen of Poland, so this same return, through the 
devout prayers of the Mother of Our Redeemer, may presage for Poland 
that genuine peace which rests on justice, charity, and that liberty which is the 


Church's due. 


—Pius XII. October 30, 1956. 











The Encyclical Letter, 


Datis Nuperrime 


To the Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion 
with the Apostolic See: The sorrowful events in Hungary 
are lamented and reproved 


PIUS PP. XIl 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


N the Encyclical Letter which 
We recently wrote you, Conse- 
crated Shepherds of the Catho- 

lic world, We expressed Our hope 
that a new day of peace based on 
justice and liberty might be dawn- 
ing upon the noble people of Hun- 
gary. For conditions in that coun- 
try seemed to be improving. 

But tidings have reached Us late- 
ly which fill Our heart with pain 
and sorrow. There is being shed 
again in the cities, towns, and 
villages of Hungary the blood of 
citizens who long with all their 
hearts for their rightful freedom. 
National institutions which had 
just been restored have been over- 
thrown again and violently de- 
stroyed. A blood-drenched people 


have been reduced once more to 
slavery by the armed might of for- 
eigners. 


A plea for peace 


We cannot help but deplore and 
condemn (for so Our consciousness 
of Our office bids Us) these un- 
happy events which fill all Catho- 
lics and all free peoples with deep- 
est sorrow and indignation. May 
those whose commands have caused 
these tragic events come to realize 
that the rightful freedom of a peo- 
ple cannot be extinguished by the 
shedding of human blood. 

We who watch over all peoples 
with a father’s concern assert that 
any violence and any bloodshed 
which anyone unjustly causes is 
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never to be tolerated. On the con- 
trary, We exhort all people and 
all classes of society to that peace 
which finds its basis and nurture in 
justice, liberty, and love. 

The words which “the Lord said 
to Cain ... “The voice of thy broth- 
er’s blood crieth to me from the 
earth’,” (Gen. 4, 10) are relevant 
today. For so the blood of the 
Hungarian people cries out to God. 
And even though God often pun- 
ishes private individuals for their 
sins only after death, nonetheless, 
as history teaches, He occasionally 
punishes in this mortal life rulers 
of people and their nations when 
they have dealt unjustly with 
others. For He is a just judge. 

May our merciful Redeemer, We 
suppliantly pray, move the hearts 
of those upon whose decisions these 
matters depend, that an end may be 
put to injustice and a finish to vio- 
lence, that all nations, being at 
peace with one another, may be 
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united in peaceful and tranquil 
harmony. 


A prayer for the dead in Hungary 


Meanwhile, We implore a most 
merciful God on behalf especially 
of all those who have been tragi- 
cally slain in the course of these 
unhappy events. May they find 
eternal life and unending peace in 
heaven. We desire that all Chris- - 
tians join Us in praying to God for 
them. 

And as We address these words 
to you, We lovingly impart Our 
Apostolic Benediction to each and 
every one of you, Venerable Breth- 
ren, and to your flocks, and in a 
very special way to Our beloved 
Hungarian people. May it be a 
pledge of heavenly graces and a 
witness to Our paternal love. 

Given at Rome from St. Peter’s, 
on the fifth day of November, in 
the year 1956, the 18th of Our 
Pontificate. 

PIUS PP. XII 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 7, 1956. Latin text. Translation by 
Martin F. Connor. 


This Encyclical, named after its opening words “Datis nuperrime,” is the last of 
the three Encyclical Letters written by the Holy Father during the Hungarian uprising 
last autumn. It was occasioned by the violent return of Soviet rule to Hungary. 











An Appeal for Peace 


A Radio Address of Pope Pius XIl 


to all the Peoples of the Earth and their Rulers 


Allo strazio 


UR heart, the heart of a 
Father, is sorely distressed 
by the consummate iniquity 

involved in the overthrow of Our 
beloved Hungarian people, who are 
guilty only of having desired re- 
spect for the fundamental rights 
of mankind. To this distress is 
added Our anxiety for the recent 
threats to world peace and Our 
sorrow when We see a weakening 
of the forces of those upon whose 
authority, unity, and good will it 
seemed that one could rely for the 
gradual reestablishment of con- 
cord among nations in justice and 
true freedom. 

Who can deny that the problems 
of peace and just freedom have 
had a deplorable set back, drawing 
with them into the shadows those 
hopes that have been reawakened 
with much effort and confirmed by 
manifold evidences of sincerity? 


The world is shocked 


So much blood has been unjustly 
spilled! So much suffering and de- 
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struction unexpectedly renewed! 
The slender cord of mutual confi- 
dence that had begun to reunite 
the nations and to sustain their 
faltering spirits seems now to be 
broken ; mutual suspicion and want 
of confidence have uncovered a 
deeper abyss of separation. The 
whole world is justly shocked by 
the hasty recourse to violence, 
which everyone has a thousand 
times denounced as a means of set- 
tling disputes and assuring the vic- 
tory of right. 

There can be no doubt that the 
world at large has been confused 
by the paroxysms of these days of 
violence and has lost its confidence, 
since it has been a witness of the 
rebirth of a policy that, in a dif- 
ferent manner, sets arbitration 
aside and elevates economic inter- 
est above human lives and moral 
values. 


Restore the ways of peace 


In the face of such an attack 
upon justice and brotherly love, in 
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the face of a creeping skepticism 
among men with regard to the fu- 
ture, in the face of the grievous 
disunity of the minds of men, We 
who have a special mandate from 
God to promote the welfare of all 
nations and who firmly believe that 
peace is not an empty dream but a 
duty that can be realized by all, 
with the intention of making a 
contribution to the salvaging of 
peace both in itself and in the fac- 
tors upon which it is based, desire 
to direct a heartfelt plea to the 
peoples of the earth: let us re- 
store the ways of peace; let us 
strengthen the unity of all who long 
for it; let us bring back confidence 
to those who have lost it! 


Let your rulers know 


Accordingly We address Our- 
selves above all to you, beloved peo- 
ples, men and women, intellectuals, 
workers, artisans, and farmers, 
of every race and country. Let 
your rulers know your inmost 
sentiments and your genuine as- 
pirations. Recent events have 
confirmed the belief that nations, 
families, individuals prefer the 
tranquillity of labor and of family 
life to any other form of wealth 
that men covet. They are quick to 
reject the latter if its price is to be 
tyranny or the risk of war with all 
its terrible consequences—ruined 


cities, suffering, imprisonment, and 
death. In the name of religion, of 
civilization, and of right human 
feeling, let us have done with un- 
lawful and brutal oppression, with 
threats of war, with struggles for 
preeminence among the great pow- 
ers, all of which transmute life on 
earth into an abyss of anxiety and 
terror, deaden the spirit of man, 
and destroy all the fruits of labor 
and progress. 


Public authority’s duty 


This is the voice of Nature her- 
self and it ought to be proclaimed 
aloud inside and outside every na- 
tion; it ought to be heard and ac- 
cepted by those to whom the peo- 
ples have entrusted power. If the 
public authority, insofar as lies 
within its ability, does not tend 
to secure, at the least, life, liberty, 
and tranquillity for its citizens, it 
has failed essentially to perform 
its duty, whatever else it may suc- 
ceed in accomplishing. 


The plight of Hungary 


But the significance of the sor- 
rowful plight of the Hungarian 
people outweighs every other 
nightmare in the hearts of men. 
The universal and spontaneous 
emotion aroused throughout the 
world, which has not been dimin- 
ished by the attention given to 
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This radio address was delivered several days after it became apparent that the 
Hungarian revolt had failed. Cardinal Mindszenty had taken refuge in the American 
legation; refugees were pouring into Austria by the thousands. 














APPEAL FOR PEACE 


other grave events, proves how es- 
sential and urgent it is to restore 
freedom to all the peoples who have 
been deprived of it. Can the world 
possibly lose interest in these their 
brothers, and abandon them to a 
degrading servitude? Surely the 
conscience of Christendom cannot 
shake off the moral obligation of 
trying every lawful means of re- 
asserting their human dignity and 
of restoring their freedom. 

We are not unaware of the pres- 
ent intricate relations among na- 
tions and among the continental 
groups which embrace them. But 
one must listen to the voice of con- 
science, of civilization, of brother- 
hood; one must listen to the voice 
of God Himself, the Creator and 
Father of all, postponing, even at 
the cost of great sacrifice, the solu- 
tion of every other problem and 
every particular interest in order 
to solve the elementary and funda- 
mental problem of millions of hu- 
man lives reduced to slavery. 


A union of peace-loving nations 


Let men turn their attention as 
quickly as possible to reforming 
their ranks and binding by a firm 
and public agreement all those— 
both governments and peoples— 
who desire that the world should 
walk in the path of honor and of 
the dignity of the sons of God: an 
agreement capable, likewise, of de- 
fending effectively its members 
from every unjust attack upon 
their rights and their independ- 
ence. It will not be the fault of 
honorable men if there remains 
only the wilderness of isolation for 
him who willfully abandons this 
path. 
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Perhaps it will come to pass— 
and this We desire with all Our 
heart—that the solid ranks of the 
nations that sincerely love peace 
and liberty will suffice to bring to a 
more merciful frame of mind those 
who withdraw themselves from the 
most elementary laws of human 
intercourse and for this reason de- 
prive themselves of all right to 
speak in the name of humanity, of 
justice, and of peace. Their own 
peoples will be the first to find it 
impossible to remain oblivious of 
the need for returning to form a 
part of the human family, in order 
to enjoy its honor and its privi- 
leges. Then all of you will be 
united in liberty and in peace, be- 
loved peoples of the East and of 
the West, as members of a common 
human family. 


The banner of men of good will 


Peace and liberty! Nowadays 
these tremendous words leave no 
room for an ambiguous position. 
They have returned to their origi- 
nal and luminous meaning, as they 
have always been understood by Us, 
being derived, that is to say, from 
the principles of nature and the 
manifest will of the Creator. May 
your rulers be faithful interpreters 
of your true sentiments, of your 
true aspirations. God will assist 
you; God will be your strength! 

God! God! God! 

May this ineffable name, the 
source of all right, justice, and 
freedom, resound in the parlia- 
ments and the public squares, in the 
homes and the factories, on the lips 
of intellectuals and of laborers, in 
the press and on the radio. The 
name of God, which is synonymous 
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with peace and liberty, must be the 
banner of men of good will, the 
bond between peoples and nations, 
the sign that identifies those who 
are brothers and co-workers in the 
task of insuring mutual safety. 
May God arouse you from your 
lethargy, keep you free from all 
complicity with tyrants and war- 
mongers, enlighten your consci- 
ences, and strengthen your wills 
in the work of reconstruction. 
Above all, may His name re-echo 
in the churches and in the hearts 
of men, as the highest invocation 


World problems and eternal principles 


to the Lord, in order that by His 
infinite power He may assist in 
bringing to completion that which 
our weak human strength is strug- 
gling so hard to accomplish. 

With this prayer which We has- 
ten to raise to His throne of mercy, 
We bid you farewell, beloved sons, 
confident that a clear sky will re- 
appear to shine upon the world and 
upon downcast countenances, and 
that after having been tried by 
such grievous tests, a more serene, 
more enduring, more just peace 
will abide. 


.. . World problems—and the same is true of all situations in which human 
force, only more or less governable, intervenes—have alternative solutions 
which present proper remedies when these problems have not gone beyond 


the ordinary limits of complication. 


But there are times when these forces seem to lose their cohesiveness, and 
situations arise which can bring anxiety to the most placid souls. 

No one can deny that we are now in one of those periods when all balance 
threatens to give way, all restraints to be overthrown. The only solution is 
recourse to the eternal principles of brotherhood and justice, discretion and 
prudence, consciousness of one's own responsibilities, an exact and careful 
evaluation of ends and means, and an appeal to the perduring awareness that 
each one will have someday to render an account to God and history. . . . 

—Pius XII. To Alberto Martin Artajo, Foreign Minister of Spain. 
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Youth and the Christian Ideal 


An Address of Pope Pius XiIl 
to the European Campaign for Youth 


Au moment 


T a time when violent upheav- 
als are shaking several na- 
tions and even endangering 

the peace of the world, you are 
gathered together in Rome, gentle- 
men, under the standard of the 
“European Campaign for Youth,” 
to discuss the present political sit- 
uation in Europe and to develop 
your program of activities for the 
coming year. Your presence here 
pleases Us deeply and provides 
precious consolation for Us after 
the bitter sorrows of these last 
weeks. Be welcome then, and be- 
lieve that We count on your good 
will and on your efforts to over- 
come the obstacles which selfish- 
ness, indifference, or enmity are 
still setting up among European 
countries. We hope too that your 
International Commission for Un- 
developed Countries will attain its 
end and succeed in forming a spe- 
cialized group able to handle com- 
petently this problem, which is con- 
sidered more urgent each day. 


The task confronting youth 


Young people who are today pre- 
paring to go into social life or 
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beginning to assume responsibili- 
ties therein, sometimes feel over- 
whelmed by the magnitude and 
difficulty of the task that confronts 
them. The bitter antagonism of 
ideologies, the grouping of nations 
into hostile coalitions, the threat 
of bloody conflicts, is this not 
enough to crush every generous 
impulse, to frustrate self-confi- 
dence and the desire to accomplish 
useful and important work? Under 
these circumstances, how to work 
out plans for the future? How, 
above all, to set about the task 
resolutely and fervently? Incident- 
ally, recent technical achievements, 
such as the development of mechan- 
ical appliances and the utilization 
of atomic energy, now open up 
prospects which are almost limit- 
less. One foresees rapid improve- 
ment in standards of living for 
many people, advancement in in- 
ternational, economic, and cultural 
relations, the establishment of nec- 
essary and productive cooperation 
among areas more closely depend- 
ent on each other. Never, it seems, 
has an appeal to the vital powers 
of youth made itself heard with so 
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much urgency, nor sanctioned the 
hope for more astonishing results. 


The Christian ideal of life 


Less subject to the prejudices 
that the restrictions of the past 
have long fostered, young people 
long intensely to prepare a more 
united and brotherly Europe for 
the future. It is for them, there- 
fore, to draw conclusions, in hon- 
esty and clarity, from the condi- 
tions in which they are now living, 
and to repel man’s destructive phi- 
losophies without hesitation. It be- 
longs to the present to build on a 
solid foundation, resolutely to seek 
and to do good everywhere, to fight 
for spiritual freedom, which is not 
disorder in thought and action, re- 
bellion against authority, or denial 
of the soul and of God Himself, but 
rather means submission to the real 
laws of growth and of progress 
and humble and persistent search 
for authentic values capable of 


guiding and safeguarding the full 
development of the individual in 
national and international society. 
In a word, may they know how to 
discern in the Christian ideal of life 
the realization of the deepest de- 
sires of the human soul and the 
clearest proof of what is for man- 
kind the only road to salvation. 

Truly, in spite of the darkness 
that obscures the future, and many 
reasons for faltering and mistrust, 
a splendid road is opening up for 
young people eager to build a bet- 
ter world. So We do not doubt, 
beloved sons, that your meeting 
brings to light new reasons for 
optimism and gives an impetus to 
an enlightened movement, expedi- 
ent for the peace of the world and 
for the union of European nations. 

As a pledge of the divine favors 
that We fervently call down upon 
you and all your dear ones, We 
grant you heartily Our paternal 
Apostolic Benediction. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 21, 1956. French text. Translation by 


Sister Mary Pauline Fitts, G.N.S.H. 


This was an address given during an audience in which Pope Pius received the 
International Secretariat and the various national secretaries of the European Cam- 
paign for Youth. The group was meeting in Rome to discuss problems of European 


unity. 
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Venezuela 


Your Excellency! Esteemed ladies and gentlemen! It has seemed to Us 
that an occasion such as this would be incomplete if We did not say a few 
words to you, telling you how happy We are to receive you. 


Nor is it necessary to add that We intend to avail Ourselves fully of the 
opportunity, not merely because of the great dignity of each of you, but 
also because you represent a country especially dear because of her pro- 
fession of Faith, and because she has been blessed by Divine Providence with 
great gifts, in order to prepare her for a future in the family of the Church 
and among all nations. 


Situated as she is, like a natural crown to South America, a short distance 
from the narrow chain linking South to North America, and in the very place 
where the immense Atlantic, as though the better to enjoy the riches and 
beauty of the Antilles, reaches out, Venezuela, long famous for her beautiful 
seacoast abundant with pearls; for her fierce plains where the untamed 
currents of the Orinoco lose themselves; for the fertility of those green forests 
which skirt her northern mountains, mixed with the deep browns of her south- 
ern plains; for her clear skies and the rich fruits of her harvest; and for the 
precious gems which lie hidden deep within her—Venezuela has come to the 
fore today because of another wealth, which God's hand has put deep 
within this land. 


Today, Venezuela has gained new glory because of the "black gold" which 
machines search out and bring forth in torrents. These are God's gifts. But 
- they are the gifts of a Creator to Whose splendor—seldom as strikingly 
obvious as in this case, wherein wealth literally gushes from the earth as 
though from a fountain—creatures must correspond with a proportionate 
generosity, by always being perfectly submissive to His Will and Divine 
Law, and by thus offering back to Him their most precious treasure. 


There are many means which God has placed at your disposal. But they 
are means which must be used according to His Will, so that they serve 
not merely for material progress but also, and more important, for spiritual 
advancement. Otherwise, you wil] be faced with a weakening of the spirit 
and the consequences of such a situation. 


These are most effective elements of progress, but they are elements which 
have been granted to a whole society not merely to serve some individual, 
and that society must oversee their use so that harmony and benefits may 
result. 


They are elements granted to a society which should make itself worthy 
of such Divine favor by diligent labor, respect for public morality, zeal for 
the integrity and permanence of the family, and by striving to assure adequate 
education, above all, religious and moral education, for her children. . . . 


—Pius XII. To the Foreign Minister of Venezuela. October 23, 1956. 
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Consecration to the Sacred Heart 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the People of Emilia in Italy 


Il vostro festoso 


OUR joyous applause, a spon- 

taneous expression of happi- 

ness, is a sign of your faith and 
a pledge of your love and dedica- 
tion to Jesus Christ. At this mo- 
ment, as though illuminated by this 
statue of the divine Redeemer, all 
Catholic Emilia is present with its 
thousands of years of history, its 
street traffic, the fertility of its 
fields, its raging emotions, the cor- 
dial urbanity of its inhabitants, its 
battles, its martyrs, and its vic- 
tories. We wish that the echo of 
your applause might reach even 
those who are strangers to such 
manifestations of piety, to the tri- 
umph of the divine Heart of Jesus, 
while We address Our greetings 
and Our paternal words to all Our 
beloved sons, present and absent. 


Devotion to the Sacred Heart 


As you have already been told 
by Our venerable brethren, the 
archbishops and bishops of the re- 
gion of Emilia, in their joint pas- 
toral letter, this manifestation can- 
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not be an end in itself, but must 
mark the start of a year wholly 
dedicated to strengthening devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart in the souls 
of the faithful. How dear this de- 
votion is to Us We showed recently 
in Our Encyclical Letter Haurietis 
aquas, in which We presented it as 
a symbol of unity, salvation, and 
peace, as a school of divine charity 
upon which, as on a solid founda- 
tion, the kingdom of God must rest. 
[AAS 48(1956) 351.]1 We exhort 
you, therefore, to assiduous study, 
to profound meditation on so sweet 
a mystery. Above all, instill within 
yourselves the serious and constant 
practice of devotion to the Sacred 
Heart, which should not be restrict-. 
ed to exercises of external piety, 
but practiced especially by conse- 
cration and reparation. To this 
form of devotion your pastors have 
invited you, and you are now pre- 
paring yourselves to recite the sol- 
emn formula. You can be properly 
prepared by fulfilling all the con- 
ditions which such a great act 
requires. 
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The state of grace 


1. First of all, no one without grace 
in his soul can be consecrated to 
Jesus. 

Consecration is an act of love 
for Jesus. How can one perform 
such an act who is far from Him, 
who remains indifferent or directly 
offends Him? We offer consecra- 
tion of what we are, what we have, 
and what we are capable of doing. 
In such a consecration man freely 
accepts the absolute dominion of 
God and declares himself ready to 
obey His slightest word. How can 
a person who is living a sinful life 
or is disobedient to God perform 
such an act? 

Although We do not know the 
secrets of your souls, We are con- 
fident, beloved sons, that all of you 
—faithful souls devoted to the Sa- 
cred Heart—possess sanctifying 
grace at this moment. But perhaps 
—God forbid !—there might be one 
or another present here who has 
mortal sin on his soul. To any such 
person We would like to say, in 
the name of Jesus: O soul—hid- 
den, seemingly lost and buried in 
this immense multitude—Jesus sees 
you and is calling you. Perhaps you 
are troubled by hatred which con- 
sumes you and will not be ex- 
tinguished? Perhaps you are hu- 


miliated by impurity, which tar- 
nishes you? See how your home is 
deadened and sad because it lacks 
the flame of love! You, whoever 
you may be, whatever you have 
done, listen! Before reciting the 
act of consecration, bow your head, 
bend your knees, melt into tears of 
penance and love. You cannot con- 
secrate yourself if you are not first 
reconciled with Jesus. 


Contrition 


Tomorrow the priest will hear 
your confession, but from this mo- 
ment perfect contrition can win 
back grace for you if you will say 
from your heart “Jesus, grant me 
pardon. You have loved me so 
much and I have offended you so 
greatly. I detest the sin by which 
I have scorned Your paternal good- 
ness. Grant me pardon!” Pray in 
that way, beloved sons, and be 
friends of God once more. Yes, you 
will have Jesus with you. Prepare 
to recite your act of consecration 
from a sincere heart. 


Transformation in Christ 


2. But if you must be in the state 
of grace to consecrate yourself, you 
must be ready to go even farther, 
to do even more, in order to live 
that consecration. 

You must offer yourselves com- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 31, 1956. Italian text. Translation by 
Rev. James Markham. 

This was a radio address to the people of Emilia on the occasion of the consecration 
of that region of Italy to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. At the start of his discourse Pope 
Pius lighted by remote control a huge statue of the Sacred Heart which had been raised 
as a memorial of the event on the grounds of a Jesuit retreat-house in Emilia. 
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SACRED HEART 


pletely to Jesus. By consecrating 
yourselves to Him and living that 
consecration, you will not only be 
living tabernacles of Jesus, but you 
will really transform yourselves, 
though in a mysterious way, into 
Him. Whenever you say: “We of- 
fer You our souls, our memories, 
our intellects, our wills, our liber- 
ty,” you are saying: “All that we 
have is Yours and we submit it to 
Your divine Will.” Whenever you 
say to Him: “We offer You our 
bodies,” they will be members of 
Christ. (Cfr. I Cor., 6, 15.) When 
you say to Him: “We offer You our 
lives,” you continue to live, though 
you do not yourselves live; Christ 
lives in you. (Cfr. Gal., 2, 20.) 

Oh, if We could make you under- 
stand in some way the mystery of 
our transformation in Christ! Who 
could even glimpse the heights to 
which Jesus invites you when He 
asks you to give Him your hearts? 
It seems that He is asking and in- 
stead it is we who receive from His 
bounty. (Cfr. John 1, 16.) If you 
could feel, though only for an in- 
. stant, the joy of perfect union with 
Him! He gives and He gives Him- 
self. He gives Himself to you with 
a generosity that knows no limits. 
You are His as He is yours. His 
living influence reaches the depths 
of your soul. 


“Give Me your heart” 


Beloved sons and daughters, it 
seems to Us as though Jesus de- 
scends among you and says to cer- 
tain still-hesitant souls: “Give Me 
your heart, your whole heart, for 
always. I have need of those who 


365 


desire to offer themselves totally 
while remaining in the midst of the 
world’s clamor. I have need of 
heroic young men, of innocent chil- 
dren, of faithful spouses, of immac- 
ulate youths.” 

Everyone can offer himself; ev- 
eryone can consecrate himself and 
live that consecration. 

Jesus is walking in the midst of 
the throng. We do not see Him, but 
it is as though we hear his steps. 
Jesus is walking by and so manv 
men and women are answering: 
“Here I am, O Lord!” 


Christ will reign 


3. Called upon by such souls. Jesus 
will be in your midst and will reign 
sovereign in your region. 

No one is unaware that your ter- 
ritory has been and is even now 
among those most exposed to the 
assaults of God’s enemies, who have 
tried to destroy faith in vour minds 
and grace in your hearts. 

Hatred has been sown. indiffer- 
ence spread, and suspicion bruited 
about concerning holy things and 
God’s ministers. In no other re- 
gion, perhaps, as in your own, have 
there been such attacks upon 
priests, and even childhood has 
seen its innocence and its holiness 
threatened. Alongside such a mar- 
velous flourishing of souls and good 
works there are still areas where 
devastation and waste reign. 

It is time, therefore, to act, be- 
loved sons. It is time for the most 
urgent action. Whoever consecrates 
himself tonight to the divine Heart 
of Jesus enrolls himself in a peace- 


1See THE Pore SPEAKS (Autumn 1956), p. 115.—Ed. 
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ful and holy army, but one which 
will have neither pause nor rest 
until Jesus reigns in every heart, 
every family, and every institution. 

Your pastors are aware of the 
gravity and complexity of these 
problems. The diocesan clergy, in 
holy competition with the regular 
clergy, is ascertaining the needs, 
counting the forces at hand, and 
studying an organic plan for their 
reasonable use. This evening, be- 
loved sons, We are appealing to 
the most generous souls. 


Social order and social peace 


Come forward, beloved sons and 
daughters! Your enemies have no 
intention of creating that for which 
everyone is longing: social order 
and social peace. These goods can- 
not be erected upon materialism 
and atheism. Only in Christ do 
they have consistency and worth. 


A long time ago the Church pointed 
out fully—and in all its aspects— 
the foundation of that peace and 
the structure of that order. It is 
up to you to make level the road. 
And if you bear up under the sac- 
rifices demanded by the conse- 
quences of such a high purpose, 
everyone will be led to recognize 
the sincerity of your consecration 
to Christ and the industriousness 
of your love for Him. 

Beloved sons and daughters! To- 
day can be one of the most salutary 
days in your history! All of Emilia, 
through your work, by means of 
your example of a really Christian 
life and your fervent social and re- 
ligious action, can be won for God, 
for Christ and His Church, for 
peace and for the temporal and 
eternal salvation of its inhabitants! 
And now upon all—pastors and 
faithful— Our paternal Benedic- 
tion. 


a 


The attraction of Christ 


... When Jesus Christ walked this earth and traversed the land of Palestine, 
teaching and healing, He drew many to Himself. So also when the August 
Sacrament is carried in procession through a city and openly exposed for 
adoration, men who have been indifferent or steeped in sin will feel them- 
selves converted and drawn to Christ, hidden under the Eucharistic veil and 
laying open the treasures of His heavenly grace. When they have deplored 
their past negligences and their sinful ways, they will return to their merciful 
Father and, like sons who have been found again, will fly to His arms. for 


refuge... . 


—Pius XIl. Letter to Francis Cardinal Spellman, 
Legate to the Philippine Eucharistic Congress. November |, 1956. 























The Dignity of Woman 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to a Pilgrimage 


Sponsored by the Federation of Italian Women 


Dilette figlie 


ELOVED daughters of the 
Italian Federation of Wom- 
en! You have asked that We 

speak a word to your meeting at 
the dear Shrine of Loreto, a place 
full of meaning, one that sets the 
hearts of the faithful aglow with 
memories of the adorable mystery 
of the Incarnation that took place 
in the womb of her whom the Arch- 
angel hailed as “full of grace” and 
“blessed among women.” (Luke 1, 
28) 

We are happy to grant your re- 
quest. And We are grateful to you 
for the fervent prayers which you 
have promised to offer up to the 
Mother of God for Us, as well.as 
for the fresh opportunity you give 
Us to set out on a spiritual pil- 
grimage and to make Our poor 
voice heard in a place which echoes 
with the footsteps and the words 
of Our holy Predecessors and of 
many saints, who were all deeply 
devoted to Mary. 


Mary: model of Christian women 


How We would like to see all 
the women of Italy and of the 
world crowd around the throne of 
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the Virgin with your spirit and 
ardor, so that her lofty example 
might teach them the secret of all 
greatness and the best way to carry 
out in their own lives the plans of 
God, which correspond to the deep- 
est and purest aspirations of their 
hearts! The constant tradition of 
the Church in proposing Mary to 
Christian women as the sublime 
model of a Virgin and a Mother 
shows the high esteem that Chris- 
tianity nourishes for womanhood 
and the immense trust which the 
Church herself rests in woman’s 
power for good and her mission on 
behalf of the family and of society. 


Federation of Italian Women 


The dedicated legions of Italian 
women who meet and work to- 
gether in your Federation are well 
aware of this, among other reasons 
because We Ourselves have taken 
special care, whenever it was nec- 
essary, to reawaken an awareness 
of the great dignity of woman; this 
was particularly true during those 
critical moments in the life of the 
nation, when a turbulent period of 
decline, due principally to the after- 
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effects of war, had shaken the con- 
fidence of many people. “Be the re- 
builders of the home, the family, 
society” was what We urged in the 
troubled October of 1945, in a talk 
in which We spoke at length of the 
duties of women in social and polit- 
ical life. (Discorsi e Radiomessag- 
gi, v. 7, p. 240)? 

Now, eleven years later, it is a 
great consolation to Us to realize 
that the Italian Women’s Federa- 
tion (which was then no more than 
a promising seed that had been 
planted), along with the Women 
of Catholic Action, who were also 
present on that occasion, took Our 
words to heart, and made that ex- 
hortation of Ours the rule and 
basis for all their activity. The 
influence of this activity is some- 
thing that is now felt throughout 
the Peninsula, and it finds expres- 
sion in many activities of mutual 
aid and social service. 


Today’s attacks on 
Christian womanhood 


Will your old ardor grow weak 
now that a somewhat more peace- 
ful light has begun to shine over 
your country? Is there no longer 
any need to extend, reinforce, and 
perfect the work you have under- 
taken in the hope of reawakening 
in your sisters an awareness of 
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their dignity and of their lofty 
mission? 

Have false theories, frivolous 
customs, and bad company stopped 
trying to undermine womankind 
and to beat down what God has 
lifted up, to demolish what the 
Church is trying to build, to sepa- 
rate all those whom you are strug- 
gling mightily to unite? Sad to 
say, they have not. 

Woman, the crown of creation, 
and in a certain sense its master- 
piece ; woman, that gentle creature, 
to whose delicate hands God seems 
to have entrusted the future of 
the world to such a great extent, 
insofar as she is man’s helper; 
woman, the expression of all that 
is best, kindest, most lovable here 
below, still finds that, despite the 
deceptive appearances of being 
placed on a pedestal, she is often 
the object of a lack of respect, and 
sometimes of a subtle but positive 
contempt on the part of a world 
with tendencies toward paganism. 

So it really is necessary for you 
to carry on your noble work and 
make your organization just what 
you like to call it—a “movement,” 
a “school,” a “force,” in a word, a 
dynamic center of thought and ac- 
tion, which is determined to assert 
and defend the real value of wom- 
an, by establishing her rights as 
well as her duties. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 15-16, 1956. Italian text. Translation by 


Rey. Austin Vaughan. 


Pope Pius delivered this address by radio to participants in an Italian national 
pilgrimage to the shrine of the Blessed Virgin at Loreto, sponsored by the Federation 
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DIGNITY OF WOMAN 


The God-given dignity of women 


1. In the first place, your Federa- 
tion is supposed to be a “move- 
ment” in the modern sense of the 
term, that is, an activity aimed at 
attracting as many women as pos- 
sible to an ideal, by stirring their 
consciences out of their lethargy, 
giving due consideration to their 
problems, and helping them to 
achieve any special aims they may 
have. 

At the basis of every movement, 
you have to have an idea which is 
truly fruitful and truly binds it 
together; you must have an ideal, 
the longing for which serves as the 
heart of the movement by trans- 
mitting a vital, irresistible force 
to all the members. The only pos- 
sible basic idea for your movement 
is the one that urged you on to 
found your Federation in the first 
place, the one We pointed out at 
that time: “the preservation and 
growth of that dignity which wom- 
ankind has received from God.” 
(ibid, p. 227) The dignity of wom- 
an! 

People are always talking about 
this dignity, but they do not always 
display a true and adequate under- 
standing of it; one that will pre- 
vent false conclusions, unjustified 
complaints, and the occasional vin- 
dictive claims which are made 
without any real basis. 


The Church and woman’s dignity 


Even now, you can still find 
some people who tend to play down 





369 


or even completely ignore the 
Church’s meritorious role in re- 
storing womankind to its original 
dignity. They never tire of claim- 
ing that the Church is actually 
bitterly opposed to the so-called 
“emancipation of woman from a 
feudal regime.” They use false or 
fragmentary evidence and give a 
superficial interpretation of cus- 
toms and laws which were inspired 
by necessary proprieties of the day ; 
and they do this in an attempt to 
associate the Church with some- 
thing that it has firmly opposed 
from its very beginning—that un- 
just status of personal inferiority 
to which paganism often con- 
demned women. 

Do I have to recall the famous 
sentence of St. Paul which is re- 
flected in the internal nature and 
external attitude of all Christian 
civilization? “(There is) neither 
Jew nor Greek; there is neither 
slave nor freeman; there is neither 
male nor female. For you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3, 28) 
This does not mean that Christian 
law does away with the limitations 
or proper subjection which arise 
from the demands of nature, of 
human and Christian propriety, or 
from the needs of life together, 
which cannot. last long without 
some authority, even in its small- 
est unit, the family. 


The basis of this dignity 


Then there are those who, al- 
though they know nothing of the 


1This address was published in English translation under title “Women’s Duties 
in Social and Political Life” by the National Council of Catholic Women, 1312 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Wash. 5, D. C., and The Paulist Press, 401 W. 59th St., 


New York 19, N. Y.—Ed. 
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Church’s doctrine as to the basis 
for woman’s dignity, make unjusti- 
fiable comparisons between this 
doctrine of the Church and certain 
erroneous theories which supposed- 
ly offer a “broader basis.” This 
succeeds in stirring up suspicion 
even in the minds of women of 
good will toward women’s asso- 
ciations which are promoted or en- 
couraged by the Church. 

Need We repeat what the real 
foundation for the dignity of wom- 
an is? It is precisely the same as 
the basis of the dignity of man: 
both are children of God, redeemed 
by Christ, with the same super- 
natural destiny. How can anyone 
speak of woman as having an in- 
complete personality, or speak of a 
minimization of her value, or of a 
supposed moral inferiority, and 
still claim to derive all that from 
Catholic doctrine? 


The sexes—equal and different 


There is another basis for dig- 
nity that is identical for both the 
sexes: divine Providence has given 
both man and woman a common 
destiny here on earth, the destiny 
toward which all human history is 
moving, and which is indicated in 
the command which the Creator 
gave to our first parents together: 
“Increase and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and rule over 
it...” (Gen. I, 28) 

Because of this temporal goal, 
there is no field of human activity 
which must remain closed to wom- 
an; her horizons reach out to the 
regions of politics, labor, the arts, 
sports ; but always in subordination 
to the primary functions which 
have been fixed by nature itself. 
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The Creator with His wonderful 
ways of bringing harmony out of 
variety has established a common 
destiny for all mankind, but He has 
also given the two sexes different 
and complementary functions, like 
two roads leading to the same 
destination. 

That is why men and women 
have a different physical and psy- 
chological structure: different at- 
titudes, characteristics, and incli- 
nations, which are balanced off by 
the wonderful law of compensa- 
tion, and which fit together to lend 
a marvelous harmony to the work 
of each. So we have an absolute 
equality in personal and funda- 
mental values, but different func- 
tions which are complementary and 
superbly equivalent, and from them 
arise the various rights and duties 
of the one and the other. 


The splendor of motherhood 


There can be no doubt that the 
primary function and the sublime 
mission of woman is motherhood, 
and, in accordance with the lofty 
goal which the Creator Himself 
has set in the order He has chosen, 
this dominates the life of woman 
intensively and extensively. Her 
very physical structure, her spiri- 
tual qualities, the richness of her 
sentiments, combine to make wom- 
an a mother, to such an extent that 
motherhood represents the ordi- 
nary way for woman to reach her 
true perfection (even in the moral 
order) and, at the same time, to 
achieve her double destiny—that 
on earth and that in heaven. Moth- 
erhood is not the ultimate founda- 
tion of woman’s dignity but it does 
give her such splendor and so great 
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a role in the working out of human 
destiny that this by itself is enough 
to make every man on the face of 
the earth, great or small as he may 
be, bow with reverence and love 
in the presence of his own mother. 

On other occasions, We have ex- 
plained that the perfection of wom- 
an, who is naturally ordained to 
physical motherhood, can also be 
achieved in other ways, through 
many different kinds of good works, 
and especially through the volun- 
tary acceptance of a higher calling, 
whose dignity is to be measured by 
the divine summits of virginity, 
charity, and the Christian aposto- 
late.? 


True basis of woman’s 
rights and privileges 


The radiant truth which shines 
forth in this series of considera- 
tions is that woman, both as a per- 
son and as a mother, derives all of 
her dignity from God and His wise 
dispositions. As a result, natural 
law makes it an inalienable and 
inviolable dignity which women 
are obliged to preserve, protect, 
and increase. 

Let this be the basic idea that 
you spread, and the fundamental 
ideal that you set for your sisters; 
this ideal ought to inspire your 
Federation, for it is the best cri- 
terion for a just estimate of your 
rights and duties. When you ap- 
proach society and its institutions 
in search of your own proper place 
in your own specific field of activ- 
ity, along with the rights and priv- 
ileges to which you may justly lay 





claim, make your Christian dig- 
nity the ultimate basis for those 
claims. Other points remain sec- 
ondary, and a proper consideration 
of them must be based on the prin- 
ciples We have just explained. (We 
are thinking especially of the so- 
called “equality of the sexes,” 
which has been the cause of so 
much spiritual discontent and con- 
sequent bitterness for women who 
do not have a clear view of their 
own special value.) 


Enlightenment and guidance 


2. Your Federation ought to be a 
“school” as well, or rather an in- 
stitution which not only promotes 
the study of problems affecting 
women, but, above all, enlightens 
and guides them in the fulfillment 
of their duties. 

You are certainly right in think- 
ing that a school of this kind will 
be extremely useful to all those who 
have been prevented by circum- 
stances from learning the right 
road to follow, to others who are 
edging along it timidly and fear- 
fully because of a feeling of being 
alone, and to the many who may 
find that they have lost their way 
because of errors which are being 
spread in frank or subtle form in 
books, newspapers, and films, and 
at public meetings. But what 
should you teach in this school? 


Catholic training 


Your teaching should aim, first 
of all, at interior formation of each 
individual in accordance with her 
own state in life, and then at put- 


2See, for example, the Encyclical Sacra virginitas, THE Pope Speaks, Vol. 1, 


No. 2, pp 101 ff.—Ed. 





372 THE POPE SPEAKS 


ting her on the road toward ex- 
ternal, social action. It should al- 
ways be in agreement with the 
doctrine and counsel of the Church. 
This does not mean that you have 
to mistrust all discoveries and 
teachings of modern education on 
matters affecting you or that you 
must, as a matter of principle, re- 
ject attitudes which are now gen- 
erally accepted. 

At the same time, there is only 
one way to be really sure, of pos- 
sessing truth and a sound moral 
outlook and to be certain of success, 
and that is to see to it that you 
do not accept teachings which con- 
tradict the doctrine and practice 
of the Church. The priceless treas- 
ury of Catholic training with its 
long tradition and outstanding 
teachers has attached a_ well- 
deserved importance to problems 
affecting women. And, look where 
you may, it would be hard to find 
anywhere else an ideal of woman- 
kind as lofty and perfect as that 
which Christianity has frequently 
brought to full realization in long 
lines of young girls, wives, moth- 
ers, and widows, who are the boast 
and the true hope of our people. 


Persuasion and example 


If the teaching of your Federa- 
tion becomes a part of this solid 
tradition, it will lay special stress 
on persuasion and example as 
means of imparting lessons in how 
to live. You are certainly in a bet- 
ter position than anyone else to 
know just how much many of your 
sisters need this. You can see the 
causes and the remedies for that 





kind of weariness which is charac- 
teristic of the married life of the 
woman of today, and you are best 
able to decide how to inspire them 
with courage and perseverance in 
their daily struggles, and how to 
give them the strength they need 
to remain calm in the face of the 
many radical changes which take 
place at different periods of a wom- 
an’s life. 

After this fundamental instruc- 
tion on “how to live” in the most 
Christian sense of the word, it 
would be well to add other courses 
of what we might term a technical 
nature—for example, the proper 
care of the house, the education of 
children, the choice of suitable em- 
ployment, provision for the future, 
and woman’s role in our present so- 
ciety. A woman who is well-in- 
structed, firm in her convictions, at 
peace with herself, and sure of the 
support and cooperation of a large 
group of women just like herself, 
has good reason to expect that she 
can make a real contribution to- 
ward the improvement of society. 


The “valiant woman” 


3. Last of all, you are going to 
work to bring women fully into the 
life of the nation as a beneficial 
“force” * for the welfare of all. 
Although this linking of the no- 
tions of woman and of strength? 
seems to be a characteristic of mod- 
ern times, it is well to remember 
that Christian tradition always 
preserved that description of the 
energetic, virtuous woman which 
we find in the sacred book of Prov- 
erbs. The sacred writer answers 


* Ital. “forza” has notions of “force” and of “strength.”—Tr. 
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the question: “Who shall find a 
valiant woman?” (Prov. 31, 10), 
by tracing out a living model, one 
which has often been recalled 
through the course of the centuries. 

In what will this force, which 
you hope to achieve through the 
harmonious cooperation of the 
women of the self-same nation, 
consist? What is its purpose? What 
is the secret of making it grow and 
become more effective? For the 
women who take an active part in 
your movement, this force will 
consist principally in the attractive 
influence of your example; with- 
out this, neither your programs nor 
your schools will stir up any con- 
fidence in the ideal you proclaim, 
or any enthusiasm for it. 


The special needs of women 


As for its growth and effective- 
ness, the force of this Federation 
of women can best be displayed 
by definite planned action in every 
field, even those of politics and 
law, with the specific aim of making 
institutions, laws, and customs pay 
some attention and respect to the 
special needs of women. 

It is quite true that modern states 
have taken long steps toward meet- 
ing the basic aims of women. But 
what we might call their psycho- 
logical and emotional demands are 
still treated somewhat carelessly, 
as if they did not deserve any 
serious consideration. 

These demands are indefinable 
and almost intangible from a sta- 
tistical point of view, but they are 
still real values, which We cannot 
afford to neglect, for they have 
their roots in nature, and they are 
intended to play a part in human 
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society by restraining extreme 
tendencies in important decisions 
and by establishing a fairer dis- 
tribution of burdens and benefits 
among all citizens. 

A woman’s sensibilities play a 
great part in the life of a family, 
and often actually determine its 
course, and these same sensibilities 
should play their part in the life 
of the nation and of mankind as a 
whole. There is no good reason 
why men alone should feel at home 
in questions that concern the whole 
human family, even those affecting 
its psychological life. 

Specifically, if more attention 
were paid to the anxieties of femi- 
nine sentiment, the work of consoli- 
dating the peace would move ahead 
more rapidly, those nations which 
are well-supplied with the goods 
of this world would be more hospit- 
able and more generous toward 
those who are in want, those in 
charge of public property would 
often be more cautious in their 
business dealings, and the organ- 
izations set up to take care of com- 
munity needs in the fields of hous- 
ing, education, hospitals, and em- 
ployment would get more done and 
be more foresighted. For failures 
in each of these matters often 
bring in their wake an indescrib- 
able suffering to mothers and 
wives, who see their dear ones lan- 
guishing in misery if forced sepa- 
ration or an untimely death has 
not already robbed them of their 
affection. 


Women and work 


With reference to work, the 
physical and moral make-up of 
woman calls for prudent discrimi- 
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nation as to its quantity and its 
quality. The idea of using women 
in construction work, in the mines, 
and for various types of heavy 
labor—which is praised and prac- 
ticed in certain countries which 
claim to be progressive—is not a 
modern achievement at all; instead 
it is more like a sad return toward 
an age that Christian civilization 
laid to rest long ago. 

It is true that woman is a force 
to be reckoned with in the economy 
of a nation, but only on the condi- 
tion that she continue to carry out 
the lofty functions which are right- 
fully hers. She is certainly not an 
industrial force.(to use the common 
terminology) such as man is, for 
a greater expenditure of physical 
energy can be expected of the lat- 
ter. That genteel respect which 
every man of refined upbringing 
shows women whenever he meets 
them ought to be put into practice 
by the civil laws and institutions 
of the nation as well. 


The beneficial power of women 


We have pointed out a few defi- 
nite aims toward which you can di- 
rect the constructive force of your 
movement, to the immediate ad- 
vantage of your own group and, 
indirectly, to the benefit of the 
country as a whole. Safeguard 
this beneficial power and make it 
grow. Its real strength does not 
lie in agitation in the streets and 
squares, but in persuasion and in 
the trust which you will be able 
to inspire and which you are al- 
ready stirring up in the midst of 
your own people, who are endowed 
by nature with a spirit that is open 


to justice, goodness, tenderness of 
feeling and family values. 


Mary’s assistance 


Beloved daughters listening to 
Our words on the green stones of 
the Shrine of Loreto, and all of 
you who are in the equally sacred 
intimacy of your own homes, We 
could not say good-bye to you with- 
out coming back to the spiritual 
presence of her who is Blessed 
amongst women, Mary, in the hope 
of drawing inspiration and a prom- 
ise of efficacious assistance from 
her maternal Heart, as a final seal 
on this exhortation of Ours. 

When the Archangel Gabriel told 
the humble Handmaid of the Lord 
of the lofty mission that God had 
marked out for her, her profound 
humility could not see anything in 
herself proportionate to the gran- 
deur of the destiny announced to 
her. With the voice of a Handmaid 
who is ready and willing to serve 
but ignorant of how to do so, She 
answered, “Quomodo fiet istud”— 
“How shall this happen?” (Luke 
1, 34) The Archangel reassured 
her, reminding her of the power of 
the Most High and that nothing is 
impossible to God. (Cfr. ibid., 35 
and 37.) 


Confidence in God 


The program just traced out may 
seem too much for your powers, 
beloved daughters, or it may look 
like one that will not be welcomed 
by present-day society, or that will 
meet sharp opposition. We say to 
you again: Almighty God has 
deigned to inspire your minds with 
high ideals and your hearts with 
generous impuises, and you have 
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begged for His help through the 
intercession of His Most Holy 
Mother; depend upon Him to give 
you the courage and perseverance 
to carry out your aims fully. Begin 
without delay by working on your- 
selves and on your families, and 
then your action will begin to ex- 
tend profoundly, but without being 
noticed, into ever wider circles. 
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you, and so are society and the 
nation. 

We invoke the blessings of God 
and of His blessed Mother on all 
of you members of the Italian 
Women’s Federation and on all the 
women of Italy, in particular those 
who are most beset by misfortune, 
in the hope that through you the 
world may come to know better 
days, and with all Our heart We 





Have confidence in your own work, 


impart to you Our paternal Apos- 
for We are depending heavily on 


tolic Blessing. 


&% 


Building with prudence 


. . . What a considerable price must sometimes be paid for refusal to 
observe the norms dictated by prudence and to use durable materials in a 
building project! Is not the same thing true, from the point of view of morals, 
in the lives of individuals, families, and societies? 

We are thinking particularly of the fate of so many homes where people 
have thought they could build a whole life on the sentiments of a single day, 
or that they could ignore the wise principles which are dictated by reason 
and Christian faith. 

We are thinking, too, of so: many young people who are suffering the 
regrettable consequences of a neglected education; of the serious risks 
incurred by those who, in social and political institutions, place their trust 
in false and incomplete theories, or who hold cheap the essential rights of 
the human person and his religious aspirations. . . . 

May you always be able to use materials capable of withstanding tests often 
more severe than fire, particularly those of suffering and death, and all those 
tests which confront your conscience with the decisive choice between good 
and evil. If you approach this struggle with courage and constancy, if— 
thanks to divine aid—you emerge from it victorious, you will undoubtedly 
attain to that fulness of happiness and joy promised to sincere and faithful 
hearts... . 


—Pius XII. To a group of fire prevention specialists. October 20, 1956. 
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Letter to participants in the XVI Olympiad 


While the great city of Melbourne is already opening its stadiums to, the 
sports delegations of all the nations that are taking part in the Olympic 
Games, you, dear sons, Catholic athletes, have been eager to assist in great 
numbers, along with the religious and civil authorities of this country, at the 
Solemn Mass celebrated for this event. It is with pleasure that We give you 
Our paternal greeting, in response to the request that was made of Us. 


lt was also the custom in ancient Greece—whose time-honored tradition is 
still inspiring the great sports competitions of our time—to introduce the 
contests of the stadium by a celebration of public worship. If formerly, then, 
Hellenic athletes were accustomed to begin Olympic festivals by a religious 
act, how much more fitting it is that at the beginning of your international 
games you also should turn to the one true God to worship Him with your 
youthful strength and to recognize His indestructible rights over our bodies 
and our lives. "Or do you not know that your members are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit . . . and that you are not your own? . . . Glorify God and 
bear him in your body." (1 Cor. 6, 19-20) 


Several times already, as you know, We have been pleased to recall the 
harmony existing between Christian principles and sports. During these 
Olympic games it is your duty, dear sons, to show by your conduct how sport, 
that school of strength and self-control, “should be directed toward the 
intellectual and moral perfection of the soul," without losing any of its 
technical value. (See, for example, Address of October 9, 1955.) Give 
evidence of this spiritual ideal, and thus, while ardently defending the 
standard of your country, have at heart the service of God's cause among 
your brothers. 


And since your next world-wide meeting must bring you to Rome in four 
years, it is already in happy anticipation that We address this message to 
you today. May it be another mark of Our interest in a healthy exercise of 
sports and particularly in these peaceful international contests which, in a 
world prey to so much division, promote mutual knowledge and understanding 
among nations in a spirit of fraternal rivalry. 


To all of you, dear sons, who are participating in the Olympic Games in 
Australia, as also to the persons and to the faithful present at that solemn 
religious inaugural ceremony, We grant Our Apostolic Benediction, as a 
pledge of Our paternal benevolence. 


From the Vatican, October 24, 1956. 
PIUS PP. XII 











Life: its Science and its Source 


Excerpts from an Address of Pope Pius XIl to the Seventeenth 


National Congress of the Italian Anatomical Association 


Nous saluons 


E take pleasure, Gentlemen, 

in greeting the bearers of a 

glorious scientific tradition, 
the dedicated followers of one of 
the noblest and most valuable 
branches of human knowledge, that 
of anatomy. We are happy to wel- 
come you on the occasion of the 
Seventeenth National Congress of 
the Italian Anatomical Association, 
which has brought you together in 
Rome to share the results of your 
most recent research. 


Importance of anatomy 


The science of normal human 
anatomy has always been and still 
is the indispensable foundation of 
the biological and medical concepts 
which take man for their object. 
All the disciplines which, under one 
aspect or another, undertake to 
deepen the knowledge of the human 
person, to explain it in its normal 
or pathological states, must refer 
to anatomy and take account of its 
conclusions. That is why the pres- 
ent Congress, which addresses it- 
self to problems concerning the 
macroscopic and microscopic struc- 


November 15, 1956 


tures of the human body, to histol- 
ogy and embryology, as well as 
histophysics and _ histochemistry, 
cannot fail to arouse a keen interest 
in medical circles, as well as among 
all those who are following from 
far and near the progress of the 
human sciences... . 


The mystery of life 


As one watches the advance of 
this science, at once so ancient and 
so modern, there is one question 
which arises quite naturally: What 
will be its limit? Will the mystery 
of the vital activities, of which you 
are studying the material substrat- 
um, reveal itself one day to the 
eyes of scholars, whose long anal- 
ysis will at last have enabled them 
to explain entirely the structure 
and functions of the cell and of the 
tissues which make up the different 
organisms? Is it not necessary, 
rather, in order to perceive their 
significance, to proceed from the 
basic inert elements, from the com- 
plex molecular structures which 
make up the cell, to the grouping 
of the cells in tissues; to consider 
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the tissues in their turn as con- 
stituents of the organs, and the 
organs themselves as parts of the 
living being, whose proper activity 
gives their meaning to the struc- 
tures of which it is formed? 


Purpose and meaning 


Thus it is that the archeologist 
or the artist, before an ancient 
monument, seeks its meaning by 
studying not the separate stones, 
but rather the order of their ar- 
rangement, which reveals the in- 
tentions of the builder. It is the 
original thought of the builder 
which governs the choice and the 
dispositions of materials, and not 
the reverse, although these mate- 
rials may, in their turn, explain 
certain secondary dispositions. To 
explain life it is necessary to seek 
it in its source, where it is found 
in its fullness, and to explain its 
lower forms in accordance with its 
higher form. 


Matter and spirit 


In other words, if the perceptible 
universe manifests the two insep- 
arable qualities of materiality and 
spirituality, it would be vain to 
explain spirit by matter, to make 
spirit spring from matter in some 
way. It is human intelligence which 
erects the science of material be- 
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ings, explains their structure, and 
acts upon them in order to make 
them serve their ends. And this 
intelligence possesses life in a 
higher degree, a life which has only 
an analogous relationship to that 
of unreasoning beings. 
Moreover, man’s spirit is not in 
itself its own norm. It depends 
constantly, in its existence and in 
its two-fold activity, speculative 
and practical, upon a transcendent 
being, Who imposes upon it its re- 
sponsibilities and fixes its voca- 
tion. The fullness of life is found 
only in God, and it is by Him alone 
that it is necessary to explain 
everything that exists, man first, 
but also all the lower forms of life. 


Science which is truly human 


We have seen that the most de- 
tailed inquiries of histology had to 
combine the dynamic point of view 
with the consideration of static 
forms. Here is the first step in this 
ascending progression, which no 
scholar worthy of the name can 
avoid. To relate each of the 
branches of your science to the 
whole of which it forms a part, to 
round out the study of man’s body 
by that of his soul, and to see the 
soul in the general plan of the 
Creator Himself: this is the task 
of a science that is truly human, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 16, 1956. French text. Translation by 
Mary Z. Fockler. A lengthy section of this address, outlining in highly technical 
terms recent advances in the sciences of anatomy and histology, has been omitted. 


This was an address to the seventeenth National Congress of the Italian Anatomical 
Association, meeting in Rome along with delegates from numerous similar associations 
of other countries. Several Americans were present. 
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one built up not at all as a self- 
sufficient end, but in order to serve 
the loftiest purpose to which man 
is destined. 

One of the most formidable 
temptations of contemporary sci- 
entific effort is undoubtedly that 
of erecting a proud citadel, a mod- 
ern tower of Babel, as a challenge 
of human intelligence to the sov- 
ereignty of the Creator. But as 
for you, Gentlemen, who have the 
privilege of consecrating your la- 
bors to the study of the human or- 
ganism, it would behoove you more 
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that God who reveals Himself in 
the hearts of His children much 
more than in the imperfect image 
of visible creation. 

May His light ceaselessly illu- 
mine your minds and guide your 
steps, so that the patient and diffi- 
cult investigations to which you 
devote yourselves, far from sepa- 
rating you from Him, may ever 
lead you back to Him and enable 
you to find the good things which 
do not pass away. 

In token of these precious favors, 
We most willingly grant you, for 





than others to keep in close contact 


yourselves, your families, and your 
with the very source of life, with 


associates, Our Apostolic Blessing. 





Suffering and redemption 


.. . Rarely has the imposing character of scientific effort been so evident, 
as it mobilizes from every quarter the intellectual and moral resources, not 
only of individuals but of groups, institutions, and societies, to snatch from 
the complex structures of biological mechanisms something of their secret. 

In spite of its limitations, the human spirit ought to rejoice at finding an 
unsurpassed stimulus in the imperious demands made by a work of collabora- 
tion and in the qualities required for facing such a task: a spirit of sacrifice, 
methodic work, careful pondering, and persistence. What deep strength does 
a man not draw from consciousness of his responsibilities and from the convic- 
tion that on his work depend the lives of so many men? Know, too, that in 
combatting one of the most formidable kinds of physical evil, you are helping, 
as far as in you lies, to set right some of the consequences of the disorder 
which man's sin introduced into the world. 

Bodily infirmities and those which are worse, the infirmities of the spirit and 
will, must unceasingly remind suffering mankind of the real cause of its 
misfortunes but at. the same time they must reveal to mankind the way of 
redemption. In order to understand both well we must have the courage to 
reflect and especially to go beyond the imperfect solutions which stem from 
self-reliance, egotism, and revolt, and yield to a profound understanding of 
the goodness of God and of His redeeming mercy. To humble hearts the Lord 
never refuses His grace; He will not fail to help you and to sustain you in your’ 
labors; He will give you victory in the end, if you know how to ask it with 
confidence, without neglecting any of the human means which lead to it. . . . 


—Pius XII. To the Italian Society of Chemical Therapists. 
October 6, 1956. 














Preaching the Word of God 


An Address of Pope Pius XIil to the 
Sixth National Week on New Pastoral Methods 


Di gran cuore 


ITH all Our heart We wel- 
W come you, Venerable Breth- 
ren and beloved sons who 
are taking part in the “Sixth Na- 
tional Week on New Pastoral 
Methods” here in the eternal city. 
We realize that in choosing Rome 
as the site of your meetings this 
year, your Central Office wanted 
to pay filial tribute to Our person, 
while giving evidence of your de- 
velopment and of your firm resolu- 
tion to spread your influence as far 
as possible. And, as a matter of 
fact, this dear mother of ours— 
Rome—has a way of anojnting 
with the chrism of universality 
any kind of activity which shares 
her spirit, even activities which 
have sprung up in far-off regions, 
as she receives in exchange the 
valuable contribution which they 
have to offer. 


Center for Pastoral Orientation 
The reports which you were good 
enough to send Us note that the 
“Center for Pastoral Orientation” 
originated in Milan in September, 
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1953, at the “Didascaleion” Insti- 
tute for Higher Studies. 

At first it was restricted to the 
diocese of St. Ambrose, but before 
long the need of spreading through- 
out Italy became apparent, and a 
triple aim was set: 1) to bring the 
clergy and Catholic laity up to date 
on the various movements which 
are trying to bring Christian life to 
full bloom, and to give them an 
idea of the tremendous value of 
these activities, in the light of dog- 
matic and moral theology, of sociol- 
ogy, and of history; 2) to study the 
organizational problems that are 
involved and the practical means of 
making the activity which is un- 
dertaken intelligent and produc- 
tive; 3) to reach a certain agree- 
ment on coordination of all pas- 
toral activity, for here in Italy it 
has to face some special problems 
of a general nature. 

Your Center has a quarterly 
publication — “Pastoral Orienta- 
tion”—whose aim is to “direct— 
bring up to date—coordinate” and 
promote the “National Weeks on 
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New Pastoral Methods” in par- 
ticular. 

This present session, the sixth, 
has for its basic theme “the word 
of God in the Christian communi- 
ty’”—a topic that can easily be sub- 
divided into many particular sub- 
jects. Each of your outstanding 
speakers in turn is faced with what 
We might describe as an overflow- 
ing abundance of questions and 
problems to be considered, and 
these are problems which touch on 
vital points in the apostolate. Their 
proper solution will lend new force 
to the traditional vigor of that 
primordial instrument of the faith 
—preaching. 


Christian revival 


At your request, We intend to 
add a thought or two to your many 
learned reports and lectures on the 
place of the Word of God in pas- 
toral activity and its use as a 
means for a Christian revival of 
the world, and for the salvation of 
the soul of modern man—who 
thirsts so for the Word of God and 
His truth. Whenever it really 
sounds forth, the screeching of ma- 
chines, the shouts of the mob, sighs 
of pain, and cries of passion seem 
to die out all of a sudden, and deep 
within the spirit, which is sur- 
rounded by a protective wall of 
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silence, an encouraging rustle of 
hope begins to rise. 


Christ: The Church’s 
model in preaching 


We do not intend to go into the 
problem of how to go about pro- 
claiming the Word of God in specif- 
ic instances and how to apply it to 
various times, places, and persons 
in the light of modern problems, 
the modern mentality, modern feel- 
ings, and modern language. Above 
and beyond all that—or perhaps it 
might be better to say, at its very 
basis—there is another deeper ele- 
ment, which is mentioned in your 
general aims, and to which We 
would like to draw your attention 
now. 

This element seems to Us to be 
something more than a matter of 
an up-to-the-minute approach. For 
both priest and layman, it involves 
a profound liberation, an acquisi- 
tion, a security, a defense against 
tepidity and externalism. 

Our Lord Himself preached the 
word of God; the Church has taken 
Him as its model in preaching it 
through the centuries. Hence the 
subject for Our talk today: the 
preaching of the Word of God in 
the community takes its standard 
and ultimately its orientation—1) 
from the preaching of Christ, and 
2) from that of the Church. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 15, 1956. Italian text. Translation by 


Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


This address was delivered to a group of Italian Bishops and priests attending a 
week-long session of lectures and discussions on modern pastoral methods. It was 
sponsored by the Center for Pastoral Orientation in Milan. 
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OUR LORD’S PREACHING 
AND THE PREACHING 
OF THE PRIEST 


When pious meditation carries 
Us back to relive the events of the 
Gospel and We find Ourselves in 
spirit in the midst of the multitude 
crowding around our divine Master 
as He makes known the glad tid- 
ings, We are struck at once by His 
ability to put His very soul into the 
words, along with His wisdom 
and love, 30 that these words be- 
come a faithful mirror of His Per- 
son. Christ’s preaching has a per- 
sonal character that is tremendous- 
ly effective. 


1. The personal character of the 
preaching of our Lord. 

The first thing that this personal 
character reveals to Us is an abso- 
lute certainty and clarity of mind 
and a fixed determination and firm- 
ness in the will. Our Lord gives 
Himself wholly and completely to 
announcing the Word of God. “My 
teaching is not my own, but his 
who sent me. ... He who speaks on 
his own authority seeks his own 
glory. But he who seeks the glory 
of the one who sent him is truthful, 
and there is no injustice in him.” 
(John 7, 16, 18) 


Christ’s service of souls 

A second characteristic is His 
dedication to the service of souls. 
“IT have compassion on the crowd!” 
(Mark 8, 2) The parable of the 
good Shepherd is most significant 
in this regard. (John 10, 1-21) “J 
am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for his 
sheep.” 
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He gave Himself to men and to 
souls in the constant preaching of 
the Word of God: moving from 
place to place, from city to city, 
(Luke 4, 42-48), or staying where 
He was (Mark 8, 2), in the syna- 
gogues (Luke 4, 15), in the temple, 
on the shores of the lake (Luke 
5, 1), in a boat on the sea (Mark 
4, 1), on the mountains (Matth. 5, 
1; 15, 29). 

He cured the sick, raised the 
dead, piled miracle upon miracle so 
that men would believe His words 
and that thus the Word of God 
might sink its roots in their souls 
and bring forth fruit (cfr. Luke 
8, 11-15). 

His lips poured forth the par- 
ables and stories He used to clothe 
the Word of God, in the hope that 
it might be engraved on the hearts 
of men and bring them to reflect. 
The preaching of the Word of God 
by our Lord was driven on by an 
immense, tireless, ever active love 
for souls. 


Calmness and detachment 


The third characteristic was 
calmness in judgment and a total 
independence of the pleasure or 
resentment, approval or disapprov- 
al aroused in men by His words. 

When He openly rebuked the 
vanity and ambition of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, He showed complete 
detachment from the applause of 
the populace and the favor of the 
ruling classes (Matth. 23, 1-13). 
Because of the wonders He had 
worked, the crowd wanted to make 
Him king; but Jesus fled and went 
up on to a mountain by Himself 
(John 6, 15). 

He was to experience the “Ho- 
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sannas” of His solemn entry and 
the “Crucify Him” of the Passion 
with full command of His feelings, 
without allowing Himself to be car- 
ried away by the former or fright- 
ened by the latter (Mark 9, 11; 
Luke 19, 37-40; John 19, 6-15). 

May these few brief suggestions 
on the personal character of the 
Redeemer’s proclamation of the 
Word of God be a lesson to all 
priests on the inner dispositions 
they should have in preaching that 
same Word! 


2. The preaching of our Lord and 
its content. 

Now look for a moment at the 
content of the preaching of our 
Lord, and try to grasp its object 
and characteristics, so that your 
words may be worthy of faithful 
ambassadors of Christ. 


Dispositions which Christ 
required of His listeners 

a) Our Lord laid down certain dis- 
positions of mind and heart as re- 
quired of His listeners if they were 
to receive His teaching fruitfully: 
first, the moral seriousness which 
a man has to have in approaching 
revelation and God’s demands, for 
they leave no room for levity or 
superficiality (Matth. 11, 16-17; 7, 
21); next, an honesty and inner 
sincerity that excludes all hypoc- 
risy and double-dealing (Matth. 
16, 6; Luke 12, 1); zeal for the 
Kingdom of God, which is irrecon- 
cilable with laziness and inactivity 
(Matth. 7, 18; 25, 21, 23, 30) ; con- 
stant vigilance (Matth. 25, 13; 
Mark 13, 35-37) ; a deliberate, firm 
acceptance of the word and will of 
God (Matth. 7, 21; 19, 17; Luke 
11, 28). 
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Our Lord poured forth an abun- 
dance of the loftiest teachings to 
hearts that were thus prepared. 


Fear and trust 

He wanted to bind men ever 
closer to their Father in heaven; 
and so He implanted in them a fear 
of His infinite majesty on the one 
hand (Matth. 10, 28), and an un- 
conditional trust and childlike love 
of Him above all things on the 
other (Matth. 6, 9; 22, 37). Men 
should feel secure in the tender, 
watchful love of their heavenly 
Father, and so not worry too much 
about material goods (Matth. 6, 
25 and 38). 


Union with Christ 


b) But besides this, our Lord’s 
preaching inspired a union with 
Christ: faith in Christ, trust, love 
of Christ, an unconditional dedica- 
tion to Christ and for Christ 
(Matth. 10, 32-39), imitation of 
Him. 

Christ is the center of preaching. 
Anyone who reads the sermons of 
Christ in the Gospels, can see that 
it is impossible to keep Christ out 
of the preaching of the Word of 
God without modifying and falsi- 
fying its very substance. And the 
exhortation of the Apostle St. Paul 
tells us that Christ is just as in- 
separable from the preaching of a 
priest in the pastoral ministry: 
“But we, for our part, preach a 
crucified Christ” (I Cor. 1, 23); 
“For we preach not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ” (II Cor. 4, 5). 


Christ’s commands 

As for all of the rest of the mate- 
rial treated by Christ in His 
preaching, We will be content for 
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now to point out—over and above 
His great promises (heaven, the 
Eucharist, the Resurrection, eter- 
nal life)—the duties of which He 
spoke. They give Us an idea of 
the topics of His talks, the impor- 
tance He attached to them and 
where He laid stress; this is a real 
help to a priest in his pastoral min- 
istry for he can keep these argu- 
ments in mind and then use them 
at the proper moment in his own 
preaching with the realization: 
This is what our Lord did. 

Now among these commands, We 
find special attention paid to the 
duty of prayer (Luke 18, 1; Matth. 
7, 7); the duty of internal and 
external humility, with a disap- 
proval of all pride and arrogance 
(Luke 14, 11; 18, 14; Matth. 11, 
29); the duty of self-denial and 
sacrifice; the duty of mastery of 
the passions (Matth. 5, 30); the 
duty of carrying the cross in the 
footsteps of our crucified Lord 
(Luke 9, 23); the duty of tending 
toward perfection (Matth. 5, 48) ; 
the great duty of love of neighbor, 
similar to the first and greatest 
commandment of love of God 
(Matth. 22, 39); the duty of sub- 
mission to the Church and to: the 
Authority established by Christ 
(Matth. 18, 17; Luke 10, 16) ; the 
duty of holiness and of the indis- 
solubility of marriage; the doctrine 
and the fact of the superiority and 
pre-eminence of virginity over 
matrimony (Matth. 19, 3 and 12) ; 
the doctrine of God’s judging and 
rewarding every man according to 
his works (Matth. 6, 4, 6, 18; 16, 
27; 25, 34-36 and 41-43) ; the doc- 
trine of the inexhaustible mercy of 
God in pardoning faults and wip- 
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ing out punishment, as long as life 
lasts here below for any of us 
(Luke 15, 1-7 and 8-10; 5, 20-24; 
John 20, 23). 

All of this leads Us to a compari- 
son of the preaching of the priest 
with that of our Lord. And’ it 
brings Us to make the preaching of 
Christ the supreme guide and rule 
for. “pastoral orientation” and 
“pastoral adaptation.” 
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THE CHURCH’S PREACHING 
AND THE PREACHING 
OF THE PRIEST 

Now We have to direct Our at- 
tention to the second part of the 
theme mentioned at the beginning 
—and in a threefold way: 1) the 
mission of the Church in preach- 
ing the Word of God; 2) the carry- 
ing out of this mission in the course 
of time; 3) the carrying out of 
this mission at the present moment. 


1. The mission of the Church in 
preaching the Word of God. 


In speaking of the Church, Fun- 
damental Theology and Dogmatic 
Theology offer lengthy accounts 
and a wealth of argumentation 
about its teaching authority, point- 
ing up its nature, origin, direct and 
indirect objects, prerogatives, and 
various types of activity. There is 
no point in taking up these matters 
with you, who are theologians, and 
therefore already well-acquainted 
with them. So We would like to set 
out along another path, and con- 
tinue the first part of Our talk by 
showing how the mission of the 
Church in preaching the Word of 
God is a carrying on of the preach- 
ing of Christ, in its content (“ver- 
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itas Christi”), its aims, and in the 
demands made by Christ in the 
matter of human conduct. 


The Church’s teaching mission 


We would like to single out one 
point in the classical text on the 
power and duty of the Church to 
teach: “Go and make disciples of 
all nations, . . . teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you” (Matth. 28, 20) ; the Apostles 
(and, in them, the Church) have 
to announce what our Lord an- 
nounced, and teach men to observe 
all that He has commanded them 
to believe and do. 

The Acts of the Apostles tell Us 
that before ascending into heaven, 
our Lord gave the Apostles one 
more instruction on the mission 
which awaited them and on the 
equipment He had given them for 
carrying it out. “You shall be wit- 
nesses for me... even to the very 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1, 8). The 
Apostles were to be witnesses of 
Him, of His doctrine, of His life, 
of His Passion, of His resurrection. 
In order to be fitted to give this 
testimony, they would be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit (“You shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit,” 
Acts 1, 5); they would receive the 
strength of the Holy Spirit, which 
would come upon them (“You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you,” Acts 1, 8). 

These few short indications point 
up a slightly different aspect of the 
mission of the Church in preaching 
the Word of God, which is more 
profound than the one usually pre- 
sented in Fundamental Theology; 
the latter is usually more theoreti- 
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cal, with less stress on the living 
reality involved. 

The full sense of what We want 
to say now is to be found on the 
lips of the Savior Himself in His 
farewell discourse; at that time 
the Redeemer used a friendly con- 
versation to reveal His thoughts on 
the mission He was entrusting to 
the Apostles and, through them, 
to the Church. 


The Spirit of truth 


Our Lord had come to the end of 
His life on earth. He still had 
much to say to those who were to 
carry on His mission, but at this 
time they were not yet ready to 
bear it (John 16, 12). So He would 
beg the Father to send another 
Parakleton, to remain with them 
forever, the Spirit of truth, Whom 
the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees nor knows Him 
(John 14, 16-17). 

This Helper, this Holy Spirit, 
would teach the Apostles every- 
thing and recall to them all that He 
had said, all the “veritas Christi’ 
(John 14, 26). This would prepare 
them to go on announcing the word 
of Christ in the spirit of Christ. 
They would be receiving all that 
they had to teach from the strength- 
and authority of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. 


Truth, light, and love 


Beloved sons, here you have a 
key for the understanding and ap- 
preciation of the preaching of the 
Church—a preaching of the doc- 
trine of Christ through the 


Church’s teachers, the Pope and the 
Bishops who are in communion 
with him. It is the one and triune 
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God Who communicates truth, 
light and life through the teaching 
authority of the Church. 

These thoughts do not do away 
with a need for the systematic ex- 
position and the clear definitions 
which scientific Theology offers Us 
in this question of the origin and 
properties of the teaching authority 
of the Church. On the contrary, 
they will help it to avoid certain 
false interpretations and arbitrary 
inferences which have been pro- 
posed by some even quite recently. 

But at the same time, they are a 
real help toward setting a higher 
value on the preaching of the 
Church and giving it greater at- 
tention, and toward a readier ac- 
ceptance of it, while they bring 
a better understanding of what 
radiates out from it: truth, light, 
and life from the depths of God. 


2. The carrying out of this mission 
in the course of history. 


We certainly do not intend to 
give a summary of the history of 
the Church under this heading. Our 
only desire is to take up this ques- 
tion: 

Has the preaching of the Church, 
which is based on the truths which 
the Lord has commanded it to teach, 
and which is sustained by the Spirit 
of God in each succeeding age, been 
applied to modern: man and his 
time? To answer this question, you 
have to take a look at the past. 


“And thou shalt renew 
the face of the earth” 


All that the Psalmist says of the 
Spirit of the Creator and that the 
Church applies to the Holy Spirit 
in her prayer can be seen in action 
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in her own preaching in the course 
of the centuries: “E’mitte Spiritum 
tuum et creabuntur, et renovabis 
faciem terrae.” The Church, which 
has spread the truth of Christ in 
the world through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, has renewed the 
face of the earth, not once, but 
time and again. 

You can see it in the early ages 
of Christianity in the midst of a 
pagan world and of the worship of 
false gods; in the time of the down- 
fall of the Roman Empire and of 
its civilization; in the times of the 
invasions of new races and peoples; 
in the Middle Ages, with their flow- 
ering of Christianity; in the time 
of the new paganism; in the time 
of the unfortunate split in the faith 
in the West; in the age of the En- 
lightenment—and so forth. 

Always and everywhere the 
preaching of the Church has had 
the same aim and the same result: 
to make a man a Christian, to in- 
fuse into man the truth, the life, 
and the riches of the grace of the 
Lord. In this sense, the preaching 
of the Church has shown its adapt- 
ability and has actually adapted 
itself to all men, all times, all types 
of civilization. 


The gates of hell 
shall not prevail 


The struggles and persecutions 
that have surrounded the preaching 
of the Church in its progress 
through the course of the centuries 
are common knowledge; the same 
is true of the succession of victory 
and defeat, rise and fall, heroic 
professions at the cost of life and 
goods, and, in some cases, downfall, 
betrayal, abandonment. History 
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gives clear evidence of one thing: 
“The gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail” (Matth. 16, 18). But there 
is some evidence on the other side 
too; the gates of hell have had par- 
tial successes. 

Surely, when you think of the 
riches of truth and of grace with 
which the Lord has endowed the 
Church for the fulfillment of its 
teaching office, you would expect 
that its journey through the ages 
would be nothing but a continu- 
ously salutary and peaceful victory. 

But events have developed in a 
very different way, just as the Re- 
deemer Himself had predicted to 
the Apostles: “No servant is great- 
er than his master. If they have 
persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also.” “If the world hates you, 
know that it has hated me before 
you.” (John 15, 18-20). 

So there have been efforts and 
struggles, persecution and oppres- 
sion, a Via Crucis instead of a sol- 
emn entry with jubilant Hosannas, 
but along the way the Church has 
conquered the minds and hearts of 
countless men through the truth 
and force of the Holy Spirit. 


3. The carrying out of this Mission 
in the present day. 


All that We have said of the past 
is true of the present as well. A 
“Center for Pastoral Orientation” 
with the aim of “pastoral adapta- 
tion” is good and in many cases 
absolutely necessary. The “priest 
entrusted with the care of souls” 
can and must know what modern 
science, art, and technology have 
to say about man’s goal and his re- 
ligious and moral life; he must 
have a clear idea of what is accept- 
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able, what is unacceptable, and 
what is indifferent, from a moral 
and religious point of view. 


The Church’s teaching authority 


Now We must say the same thing 
of the present as We did of the 
past: there is as much of a need 
(and today an even greater one) 
of keeping our pastoral activity 
up to date on its contact with the 
preaching of the Church (the viv- 
um Magisterium ecclesiasticum), 
as there is for keeping it in touch 
with modern sciences. 

We can go a step farther and 
say that right now there is a great- 
er need of an “orientation” of mod- 
ern sciences toward the teaching 
authority of the Church (whenever 
they are dealing with the religious 
and moral fields) than there is for 
an orientation of the teaching au- 
thority of the Church toward mod- 
ern sciences. (This involves no de- 
sire on Our part to disturb the 
autonomy of these sciences when- 
ever they are not dealing with the 
religious-moral field either directly 
or indirectly, and as long as the 
direction of human life toward a 
supernatural final end does not suf- 
fer in any way.) 

We are interested now in making 
people more aware of the necessity 
of contact with the Church’s teach- 
ing authority, and in strengthening 
their personal conviction of the 
importance of adopting and main- 
taining this contact in order to 
make their activity well-adapted to 
current times and people. 

The Church has within it the 
arms given it by Christ: the truth 
of Christ and the Holy Spirit. With 
this equipment, it has its hand on 
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the pulse of the times, and the 
faithful must have theirs on the 
pulse of the Church if they are to 
be properly orientated and able to 
give a proper diagnosis and prog- 
nosis of the present time in its 
relationship to eternity. 


The “new theology” 


The Encyclical “Humani generis” 
of August 12, 1950, “De nonnullis 
falsis opinionibus, quae catholicae 
doctrinae fundamenta subruere 
minantur,” (Acta Ap. Sedis 42, 
1950, pp. 561 ff.) is to a great 
extent a refutation of a false “Ori- 
entation” and “Modernization” of 
theology, philosophy, and exegesis 
in line with certain modern cur- 
rents and_ scientific tendencies 
which lack a sufficient basis. It 
speaks of an unjustified tendency 
toward erroneous systems of phi- 
losophy and of the concessions that 
some seem to be ready to make 
(evolutionism, idealism, immanent- 
ism, pragmatism, existentialism, 
historicism) in the field of theology 
and in exegesis. 

The “new theology” claimed to 
be fitting in with modern develop- 
ments and to be making it easier 
and more natural for a Catholic 
scientist to be a Catholic. As a mat- 
ter of fact, it began to introduce 
arbitrary corrections, suppressions, 
changes, and reconstructions of all 
that had gone before, to tone down 
the rigidity and immutability of 
metaphysical principles, to make 
precise dogmatic definitions more 
flexible, to revise the content and 
meaning and inner structure of 
the supernatural, to spiritualize 
and modernize the theology of the 
Eucharist, to adopt a new approach 
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to the doctrine of the Redemption, 
the nature and effects of sin, and 
not a few other points, so as to 
bring them into line with modern 
thought and feelings. The same 
kind of movement could be observed 
in the field of exegesis. Many 
wanted to accept the ideas and con- 
clusions of profane sciences, often 
without any serious examination or 
evaluation. 


“Modern Orientation” 


There are some other current ex- 
amples that We would like to men- 
tion now, to give you an even 
clearer view of just how necessary 
it is at the present time for any 
“Orientation” or “Modernization” 
to be in contact with the living 
Magisterium of the Church. 

Any “modern Orientation” will 
have to adopt a vigilant and critical 
attitude toward the “New: Moral- 
ity” as well as the “New Theolo- 
gy.” We have explained the mind 
of the Church on this subject in 
two talks on March 23 and April 
18, 1952 (Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, 
v. 14, pp. 19-27 and 71-78). 

The Holy See has recently taken 
a stand on a related matter in the 
Instruction of the Supreme Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office on 
February 2 of this year (Acta Ap. 
Sedis 48, 1956, pp. 144-45), on 
“Ethica Situationis,’ a system 
which appeals to many who do not 
have a clear idea of its dangerous 
nature. The “Center for Orienta- 
tion” is faced with a serious obli- 
gation in this matter, if it is really 
interested in providing up-to-date 
information that has a scientific 
basis. 

The Holy See has spoken and 





390 


taken a stand on questions of law 
and the natural order, on social 
problems, on secularism in its vari- 
ous applications—to education and 
the school problem, the life of the 
state, international relations and 
international law—and because it 
has spoken, modern pastoral orien- 
tation will do well to keep these 
teachings in mind. 


Theologians and the Magisterium 


There is another point that We 
cannot pass over in silence. Special 
circumstances in the ecclesiastical 
history of the last few years 
prompted Us to make mention in 
Our two allocutions to the Sacred 
College and to the Hierarchy on 
May 31 and November 2, 1954 
(Discorsi, V. 16, pp. 41-46 and 245- 
246), of the “jure divino” basis 
for the teaching authority of the 
Pope and of Bishops. We went on 
to discuss the teaching of Theolo- 
gians, who do not carry on their 
work through divine right, but 
through delegation of the Church, 
and hence remain subject to the 
vigilance and authority of the legit- 
imate Teaching Authority. When 
Theologians take an active interest 
in “Orientation” and bring forth 
scientific theological arguments, 
you may be faced with the problem 
of whether the word of Theologians 
or that of the Teaching Authority 
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of the Church carries greater 
weight and offers a greater guar- 
antee of truth. 

The Encyclical “Humani gen- 
eris” has already provided an an- 
swer: “Quod quidem depositum 
(fidei) ... necipsis theologis divin- 
us Redemptor concredidit authen- 
tice interpretandum, sed soli Ec- 
clesiae Magisterio. . . . Quare De- 
cessor Noster imm. mem. Pius IX, 
docens nobilissimum  theologiae 
munus illud esse, quod ostendat 
quomodo ab Ecclesia definita doc- 
trina contineatur in fontibus, non 
absque gravi causa illa addidit 
verba: eo ipso sensu, quo ab Ec- 
clesia definita est” (l.c., p. 569) .? 
So the decisive factor in knowing 
the truth is not the “Opinio theo- 
logorum” but the “sensus Ecclesi- 
ae.” To reverse the matter would 
be making Theologians practically 
the “magistri Magisterii,” which is 
obviously an error. 

This does not imply, of course, 
that Theologians and other learned 
men should relax their efforts to 
put on a scientific basis a whole 
series of questions which acutely 
affect our lives. The Holy See cer- 
tainly loves, praises, and promotes 
the learned studies and lofty spec- 
ulation of Theologians who are 
penetrating more deeply into re- 
vealed truths and who are ever 
ready to ponder, explain, and sup- 


* Translations of these talks appeared in THE Pore SPEAKS, v. 1, n. 2, pp. 153 ff.; 


v. 1,n. 4, pp. 375 ff.—Ed. 


*“This deposit of faith our Divine Redeemer has given for authentic interpretation 
... not even to theologians, but only to the Teaching Authority of the Church... . 
Hence Our Predecessor of immortal memory, Pius IX, teaching that the most notable 
office of theology is to show how a doctrine defined by the Church is contained in the 
sources of revelation, added these words, and with very good reason: ‘in that sense 
in which it has been defined by the Church’.” From N.C.W.C. translation, published 
in pamphlet entitled “HUMANI GENERIS: Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius XII.”— 
Ed. 
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port the declarations of the eccle- 
siastical Teaching Authority with 
scientific seriousness, in the light 
of reason as illuminated by faith 
(Conc. Vatic. Sess. III, cap. 4), 
which means, as Pius IX affirmed, 
“in sensu Ecclesiae.” 


Related issues 


As for the many individual is- 
sues which also have a bearing on 
our present topic— questions of 
medicine, psychology, psychother- 
apy and clinical psychology, law, 
guilt and punishment, sociology, 
national and international ques- 
tions, and other things of the sort 
—all We can do at the moment .is 
to refer you to the many discourses 
We have already given on them. 


Marriage and virginity 

- The recent Encyclical, De Sacra 
Virginitate, of March 25, 1954, has 
shown you, among other things, 
the Church’s attitude toward the 
endless debates carried on by mod- 
ern men and especially by the young 
about the importance or even—as 
some will have it—the indispensa- 
ble necessity of marriage for the 
human person (who, otherwise, .in 
their opinion, remains a kind of 
spiritual monster), and its attitude 
concerning the supposed superior- 
ity of Christian marriage and the 
marriage-act over virginity—which 
is not a sacrament that produces 
effects ex opere operato (Act. Ap. 
Sedis 46, 1954, pp. 174-76) 2 
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Sacred music 


And We do not want to omit 
mention of a-passage of the Ency- 
clical on “Musica sacra” of De- 
cember 25, 1955, where there is 
express mention of the Church’s 
attitude toward the hotly debated 
and often erroneously solved prob- 
lem of the independence of art from 
all that is not art. You know your- 
selves how often this question is 
discussed even in Catholic groups 
without any clear knowledge of 
true, basic principles (Act. Ap. 
Sedis 48, 1956, pp. 10-11) .* 


The leaven of salvation 


Now We have come to the end 
of Our exhortation, and We hope 
that it may be for your Center like 
the “leaven, which a woman took 
and buried in three measures of 
flour, until all of it was leavened” 
(Matth. 18, 33). 

You will really become a leaven 
of salvation for the whole modern 
world to the extent that you are 
able to attain, under the guidance 
of Holy Mother the Church, the 
inexhaustible vigor of the eternal 
Word, Who became man to make 
men sharers in His divine nature. 
May every Pastor of souls approach 
the world in that same way, with 
intelligence, knowledge, and love, 
so that he may not be dragged down 
by the world to its own level, but 
may see his human words bringing 
it the liberating truth of God, the 


* An English translation of this Encyclical appeared in THE Pope SpEaks, v. 1, n. 


2, pp. 101 ff.—Ed. 


*An English translation of this Encyclical was published in THE Pore SpEaks, 
(Spring-Summer 1956), v. 3, n. 1, pp. 7 ff.—Ed. 
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transcendent perfection of the Re- 
deemer, Jesus. 

May our Lord grant you an abun- 
dant increase of the “spirit of 
Christ” and of the “spirit of the 
Church” of Christ, that you may 


The Christian family 
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earry out this duty of yours fruit- 
fully. 

Meanwhile, as a pledge of these 
wonderful graces, We impart to 
you with all Our heart Our paternal 
Apostolic Benediction. 


..« The family is the cell of Christianity as it is the vital element of natural 
society. There the father leads in his role as its head. He must be able 
to give his children an education in conformity with his religious convictions, 
and he must enjoy in civic life an authority proportionate to his real 


importance. ... 


—Pius XII. To the International Federation of Catholic Men. 


Silence and the voice of God 


December 8, 1956. 


. . . We should like to point out how beneficial silence is not only for 
health, nervous equilibrium, and intellectual work, but especially in aiding 
men to live in perfection and nobility. Exterior silence is certainly not 
enough to introduce the delicate spirit into more elevated regions, but it 
prepares the way. It prompts men to exercise great efforts in the spiritual 
life; it inspires them to listen to the mysterious voice of God Himself Who 
is present in the soul of His creature and desires to communicate His blessings 


to him. ... 


—Pius XII. To Italian Anti-Noise League. December | 1, 1956. 














Public Opinion — and Eternal Truth 


An Address of Pope Pius Xil 
to a Congress of European News Agencies 


Nous sommes heureux 


E are happy, gentlemen, to 

receive and welcome you on 

the occasion of the Congress 
of News Agencies. 

We have addressed journalists 
and representatives of the press 
‘several times before, beginning 
when We were Apostolic Nuncio 
to Germany from World War I 
until 1929. Each time, We have 
emphasized the importance and re- 
sponsibility of their profession. But 
during the last thirty or forty 
years, this importance, and the re- 
sponsibility ensuing therefrom, 
have considerably increased. 
Public opinion 

You are aware of the reasons for 
this fact. They must undoubtedly 
be sought in the relations which 
closely unite people of the press to 
“public opinion.” This, it is said, 
is the journalist’s lot in life. 

“Public opinion” has always ex- 
isted, even in the Middle Ages and 
in antiquity. Those of you who 
have studied any history will re- 
call the “libri de lite,” the public 
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commentaries on the struggle over 
investiture in the eleventh century. 
But two circumstances were to con- 
tribute to making present-day 
“public opinion” a stronger force 
than ever, for better or for worse, 
in the life of the people. 

Today all men and even a good 
number of women take an active 
part in public life. Just consider 
universal suffrage. And secondly, 
in the creation of this opinion men 
now use means which far exceed 
those of earlier times. Certainly 
the modern printing press is a me- 
chanical marvel. And added to this 
are technical achievements of 
which no one had even the least 
notion at the beginning of this past 
century : photography by film or by 
television, and the radio, which was 
still in its infancy around 1920. 


The journalist 

It is principally the press rep- 
resentative, the journalist, who 
uses these instruments for form- 
ing opinion. And through them 
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his words immediately reach mil- 
lions of men, a whole nation, all of 
humanity. 

If, then, it is true that the in- 
dividual forms “public opinion” 
while also depending upon it, this 
principle is supremely valid for 
news agencies. More than the man 
in the street, they have the possibil- 
ity of guiding “public opinion” in 
the paths of truth and right. But 
they can also, in defiance of all 
conscience, put themselves at the 
disposal of a “public opinion” 
which has been perverted by errors 
and prejudices, and thus bear the 
principal responsibility when pub- 
lic opinion has contaminated all 
social life. The present century 
provides enough examples and 
names to illustrate these two as- 
pects—especially the latter. 

Such are today, gentlemen, the 
importance and the responsibility 
of your profession. 


Obstacles to the journalist 


We do not belittle the obstacles 
which confront the journalist when 
he wants to be faithful to his task 
before God and before men con- 
cerned with justice. 

To begin with, the press and 
radio rule him with a rod of iron 
by giving him a definite deadline. 
This difficulty alone, the least seri- 
ous of all, is quite enough. He is 
only too often forced to furnish 
an impatient editorial staff with 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


unfinished work, which has been 
neither sufficiently checked nor ad- 
equately thought out and deliber- 
ated. 

The situation is incomparably 
more serious when those whose 
profession is the press or radio 
cannot freely use those powerful 
means for diffusion of thought be- 
cause they are controlled by other, 
more powerful hands—organiza- 
tions, parties, or silent partners— 
who dominate them. 

And finally, the journalist must 
take into account the thoughts and 
wishes of his readers and listen- 
ers, that is to say “public opinion” 
itself, which he must guide in the 
right direction. If he were not 
concerned with it, he would be 
neither read nor heeded, and he 
would fail in the exigencies of his 
profession. 


The ideal for the journalist 


So the ideal consists in preserv- 
ing the most straightforward ob- 
jectivity while never losing con- 
tact with the public. We can only 
exhort you to strive ever toward 
this ideal and, come what may, 
never to sacrifice truth, divine pre- 
cept, or the common good in order 
to satisfy the masters of the day or 
the taste of readers or listeners. If 
you follow this ideal, this line of 
conduct, you will always have the 
support of two forces: God’s pro- 
tection and the approbation of up- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 27, 1956. French text. Translation by 
Kathryn D. Wyatt. 

This was an address to the directors of news agencies from almost every country of 
western Europe, meeting in Rome for a series of discussions. 











PUBLIC OPINION 


right men. And these two forces 
are, in a word, decisive. 

“Public opinion” is the journal- 
ist’s lot. Make it be true, as you 
master, for the benefit of the com- 
mon good, this lot of yours, this 
“public opinion,” which is always 
to some extent, and sometimes even 
dangerously, unstable and impas- 
sioned. 

You will be capable of this if you 
approach it with clearly determined 
personal convictions based on uni- 
versal truths, which are never 
purely historical even though they 
manifest themselves in a historical 
form, for they are essentially be- 
yond the reach of time. You will 
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find these truths in what is called 
the “philosophia perennis,” that 
philosophy of critical realism which 
ends in unconditional affirmation of 
God and the order of His creation. 
Make these truths penetrate more 
and more into public opinion. All 
men who have kept their soundness 
of judgment accept them unreserv- 
edly. Thus it is that you will be- 
come master of your lot and that 
you will render precious services 
to your nation, your homeland, and 
the great family of nations. 

We pray God to grant you this 
favor and to this end We implore 
His almighty blessings for you. 





Insurance and lasting peace 


. . . Although concern for insuring the future be legitimate, it is evident 
that one could never organize a system of protection perfect enough to avoid 
the consequences of accidents which strike individuals and their goods. Even 
if your capital was put in relative security, you still could never drive from 
the soul the unrest, the sadness, and the trials of the moral and affective order. 

Now, men would like protection even against personal sorrows, often quite 
cruel, such as the loss of a loved one and, ultimately, that death which awaits 
them relentlessly. But no material protection will ever be capable of that. 
It is on the level of the spirit, beyond purely temporal perspectives, that the 
true remedy is to be found. He for whom death is the end of everything will 
never find insurance against anguish and bitterness, but it is enough for a 
generous man to listen to the voice of his conscience to know that charity is 
eternal, and to understand the warning of the gospel: "Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth . . . where thieves break in and steal; but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven . . ."’ (Matt. 6, 19-20) while giving from 
your riches to those who are in need. More than the sacrifice of goods does 
that sacrifice which involves the very self—its activity and its heart—tear it 
from the vicissitudes of turbulent existence, to place it in an unchanging peace, 
the peace of a man who has found in God his strength and his happiness. . . . 


—Pius XI|. To an international conference of insurance claims offices. 


October 4, 1956. 
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Technical personnel in industry 


|. ...To begin with, We think it opportune to emphasize the delicate nature 
of your work, for in the complex machinery of modern business you occupy a 
middle-ground between management and the production-worker, between the 
wheel and the axle which moves it. It is as if you were required to harmonize 
these elements whose interests would seem at times to conflict, but, in reality, 
must be thoroughly understood if the machine is to function. How often the 
practical achievement of this mutual understanding will depend on you, and 
what a high degree of virtue this task demands of you! For you must have 
tact and a clear insight into the real welfare of each individual, act within the 
limits of possibility and prudence, have always as your goal the common 
good, and be inspired continually by true charity. 


ll. The difficulty of your mission finds invaluable help and firm support in 
the maturity, breadth, and solidity of Catholic social teaching, which has its 
roots in the principles of the gospel, always takes into account the basic 
postulates of the moral law, as well as the inalienable rights of the human 
person, and hence can always serve as a sure guide for you on this arduous 
journey. What confidence should be inspired in you by teachings whose 


value we see every day in practice if only in the terrible consequences brought 
about by-their neglect or deliberate rejection. It is useless to seek tranquility, 
peace, and order among men so long as they are wanting within nations, and 
especially in fhe relations prevailing among different social classes. 


III. Finally, in order better to fulfill your technical, professional, and apostolic 
duties, you have decided to organize as a specialized branch within the body 
of Catholic Action. You are drawing on this fruitful vine for nourishment, life, 
and vigor, and, in your turn, giving it a new vitality and constant splendor by 
your productive labor. Beloved sons, since Catholic Action is a sharing in 
the hierarchical apostolate of the Church, it naturally enough assumes the 
marks of this apostolate, and particularly that universality which excludes no 
field of activity, considers itself a stranger to no problem, and can arrive 
wherever it must with all that is required for God's glory, the Church's good, 
and the salvation of souls. For many reasons, the field in which you toil is one 
of the most crucial. You should be uniquely honored that Divine Providence 
has chosen to use you and your activity in order that the teachings of Christ, 
love and respect for the laws of the Church, and the practice of the Christian 
life might be restored to certain areas where their absence has, perhaps, been 
noted more often in recent times. .. . 


—Pius XII. To technical workers of Barcelona. September 7, 1956. 





Apostles of the Middle Class 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to a Meeting 


of the Christian Renaissance Society 


A Voccasion 


N the occasion of the study 
days which bring together in 
Rome a national session of 

Rinascita Cristiana (Christian Ren- 
aissance Society), you have ex- 
pressed the wish, dear daughters, 
to come and present to Us evidence 
of your devotion. We are deeply 
touched by this mark of deference, 
which attests to your desire to 
strengthen the bonds which unite 
you to the Hierarchy, and through 
it to the whole Church, in order 
to make a greater contribution to 
the Catholic apostolate through ac- 
tion within your sphere of influ- 
ence. You hold in your movement 
posts of responsibility which pre- 
suppose a great deal of talent and 
zeal. For the orientation of Rina- 
scita’s efforts, the method and ar- 
dor with which they are carried 
out, and the success which will 
crown them depend to a large ex- 
tent upon you. 


Attitudes of the middle class 
We would like, first of all, to 
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congratulate you upon the work 
accomplished during the year 1955- 
1956. Your objective is preemi- 
nently clear: the apostolic educa- 
tion of Christians of middle class 
environment, and action upon this 
environment through an effort— 
for which you and others are simul- 
taneously accountable —to deter- 
mine your responsibilities in all 
domains: family, profession, and 
social relations, and to induce both 
individuals and institutions to take 
a stand which is in complete accord 
with the Christian ideal. 

What distinguishes your method, 
and confers upon it its appeal and 
efficacy, is your intention not to 
deal merely with theoretical prob- 
lems, nor to undertake any par- 
ticular form of apostolate, but 
rather to act upon the mentality 
of the middle-class milieu. You 
want to modify its way of think- 
ing, of judging, and of living, aft- 
er having shown it—by first dis- 
covering the same in your personal 
and communal life—that its funda- 
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mental attitudes are often very far 
from what they should be, very 
far from what true Christianity 
implies. 


A new perspective 


This regenerative work begins 
in thought and daily prayer, and is 
pursued within your groups in the 
discussion and exchange of ideas 
which permit each of your mem- 
bers to share in the experience of 
others and to examine in this light 
the particulars of her own expe- 
rience. By so doing you discover, 
little by little, the elements which 
constitute your mentality with all 
its characteristics, good or bad, 
and you can initiate the desired 
renovation. 

As your point of departure you 
specify, then, meditation upon the 
Gospel, attentive and prolonged 
meditation, which enables you to 
view the ordinary facts of life in 
a new perspective and to lay bare 
defects which had scarcely ap- 
peared to you previously. Up to 
that time, as a matter of fact, ac- 
quired habits and their conformity 
with the norms generally accepted 
in your surroundings had pre- 
vented you from detecting a senti- 
ment of unrest, which should have 
been forthcoming as a result of the 
disagreement between these modes 
of behavior and what is expected 
of a true Christian completely 
faithful to the doctzine which he 
professes. 
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Detailed examination of the gos- 
pel text, insight received in pray- 
er, and suggestions gleaned from 
others during your group ex- 
changes soon revealed the inade- 
quacies of your faith and your 
resultingly weak attitudes. On oc- 
casion, the patient work of medi- 
tation and reflection, which the 
movement encourages you to prac- 
tice each day, may have seemed 
onerous and difficult. You have 
had to overcome personal resist- 
ance or lassitude in order to con- 
tinue faithfully that effort, and 
also to reveal in the course of your 
meetings the profit derived from 
it. 

A future of vast promise 

Soon, however, new light became 
visible on a previously dark hori- 
zon, unknown perspectives opened 
before your astonished eyes, and 
more imperious demands awakened 
in your soul. It seemed to you that 
Christianity, such as you had prac- 
ticed it up to that time, had con- 
tented itself too easily with observ- 
ance of the commandments and the 
essential duties of the Christian, 
without wishing to progress fur- 
ther. Its sap was contained and 
deprived of its vigor. The seedling 
which should have put forth exten- 
sive foliage and become a great 
tree was stunted and withdrew into 
itself, an apparent victim of fatigue 
and torpor. 

Rinascita’s exchange movement 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 8, 1956. French text. Translation by 
John J. Conley. 


This was an address to a study session being conducted in Rome by the Christian 
Renaissance Society. 
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has shaken off that lethargy; your 
eyes, no longer deceived, have 
glimpsed a future of vast promise. 
The ardent breath of the Holy 
Spirit made itself felt once again, 
as on the day when Nicodemus, 
seeking Christ, heard from His 
lips the enlightening words: “Opor- 
tet vos nasci denuo,” (John 3, 7): 
“You must be born again.” The 
Spirit of God must find in you 
once more its full expression; it 
must inspire you, and restore His 
charity. 


A quest for truth 


Observing your milieu, endeavor- 
ing to know it better through your 
inquiries, you have first had to en- 
gage in a quest for truth, to dis- 
cover its deficiencies and its limi- 
tations. This year’s program, for 
example, invited you to study the 
use of means for the diffusion 
of thought: conversation, press, 
movies, radio, and television. You 
have noted that they were em- 
ployed more often than not to sat- 
isfy a selfish intent, and that this 
concentration on self implied a re- 
fusal to open one’s heart to others, 
to take an interest in them, and to 
embrace their difficulties. 

Your Christian judgment, ren- 
dered more acute by prayer and 
reflection, has evolved therefrom a 
plan for apostolic action. But to 
acknowledge one’s own failings, 
particularly to acknowledge them 
as a body, and to admit to necessary 
corrections, is to take part in a 
work of truth and humility. No one 
will assert that this is easy or pleas- 
ant, but it is an initial step which 
remains absolutely indispensable. 
To see and to judge oneself—one- 
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self and one’s milieu—such as one 
is before God: divine grace alone 
makes this revelation possible, 
while making you aware, at the 
same time, of the call to the perfec- 
tion of the ideal manifested by 
Christ. It is the Lord Himself who 
then appears in each of His mem- 
bers: “Christum habitare per fidem 
in cordibus vestris” (Eph. 3, 17): 
“to have Christ dwelling by faith 
in your hearts.” To look upon the 
world in a manner identical to His, 
to share the intentions which ani- 
mated Him, His tremendous desire 
for redemption, such is the spon- 
taneous action of one who lives in 
Him and through Him. 


Faith flowering into charity 


And this faith, as is to be ex- 
pected, will blossom into charity. 
You intend to pass along to others ~ 
the new faith which has germinated 
in your soul. See to it that they are 
nurtured on it. You wish to trans- 
form them, not from without by 
a superficial action, but from with- 
in, in order that they too may begin 
to see what you see and derive from 
it the desire—at first, uncertain, 
and, then, progressively more reso- 
lute—to change themselves indiv- 
idually and to become, in their 
turn, foci of Christian charity in 
their environment. 

To use the word Catholic is to 
use the word universal: nothing 
is more foreign to the true disciple 
of Christ than the spirit of caste, 
isolation, and withdrawal into one- 
self, which you have openly de- 
nounced. You must attempt to re- 
move this obstacle by every possi- 
ble means. But do not be aston- 
ished if it offers tenacious resist- 
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ance, and if, after apparent defeat, 
it should suddenly rise again. For 
it possesses, unfortunately, firm 
roots in a nature weakened by sin, 
exerts upon this nature the full 
pressure of its weight, and impedes 
its progress. 


Footsteps of the suffering Christ 


You must wage a relentless bat- 
tle on all levels to broaden ways 
of thinking, to purify intentions, 
and to get rid of all narrow- 
mindedness. Amid the least hap- 
penings of daily life, it is necessary 
to set in motion the exact response 
—disinterested, inspired by a life 
of faith and by the demands of 
charity. 

But what a _ struggle before 
reaching that point! As you follow 
that path, you soon perceive that 
it leads to sacrifice, requires the 
pardoning of offenses, a scorn of 
money, and unselfishness ; in short, 
that it compels one to follow in the 
footsteps of the suffering Christ. 

And is it not necessary, if you 
aspire to carry on His work, to 
participate with Him in the re- 
demption of the world? Here there 
is no specific limit: no one will 
ever tell you that your labors or 
struggles have been sufficient to 
please God and to enlarge His 
kingdom. 

The Lord asks of you, on the 
contrary, a generosity which knows 
no bounds. He proposes to you an 
apostolate which envelops the en- 
tire world, even if its immediate 
objective is clearly determined. 
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The will and the strength 


Are your present desires equal to 
such a program? We believe so, 
dear daughters; for if God has in- 
stilled in you the will to serve Him 
better and to comply sincerely with 
what He expects from you, He has 
deposited there at the same time 
the strength te carry out His de- 
signs, the humble desire to be as- 
sociated with His trials, and the 
hope of participating one day in 
His triumph. 

It may seem to you that your 
spiritual resources are not suffi- 
cient to attain such a lofty end, 
but grace has the first word: it 
determines your goal and assures 
you the assistance necessary to 
achieve it. To the extent that you 
remain faithful to grace, you will 
exercise about you that apostolate 
which is an overflowing of the in- 
terior life, an affirmation of the 
supernatural and its power of ren- 
ovation in a world which sin has 
divided, introverted, and rendered 
impervious to the true values of 
life. 

May the Holy Spirit, “fons vivus, 
ignis, caritas,” enlighten you and 
spur you on! May He direct your 
efforts and render them fruitful! 
Thus the Rinascita movement will 
each day penetrate to a still greater 
degree the environs in which God 
has placed you to extend His king- 
dom. 

As evidence of the divine favor 
which We invoke in abundance for 
you, your families, and all members 
of your movement, We wholeheart- 
edly bestow upon you Our paternal 
Apostolic Benediction. 





The Middle Classes 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the 
International Institute on the Middle Classes 


En accueillant 


N welcoming today the members 
of the International Institute 
on the Middle Classes, We are 

happy to satisfy a desire which 
the state of Our health did not per- 
mit Us to satisfy at the time of your 
last meeting two years ago. 


Problems of the middle classes 


The Institute which brings you 
together, gentlemen, has already 
passed through the vicissitudes of 
a half-century troubled and torn 
by two world wars whose reper- 
cussions were especially grave for 
your social class. You represent 
great national and international 
organizations of the middle classes, 
which is to say, “a large and very 
important part of mankind,” 
whose special position the Ency- 
clical Quadragesimo anno (Acta 
Ap. Sedis, 1931, vol. 23, p. 210) 
brought out in its account of the 
“profound changes that the eco- 
nomic regime has undergone since 
Leo XIII.” (ibid., p. 209) 

It is not that the middle classes 
constitute a new element in society 
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—quite the contrary; but the de- 
velopment of large-scale capitalism 
on the one hand, and of the wage- 
earning classes on the other, has 
evoked a body of regulations and 
institutions which too often disre- 
gard an essential segment of the 
citizenry of each country. This 
embraces those who generally con- 
tribute to production through their 
work and personal capital: crafts- 
men, independent tradespeople, 
owners of small and medium-sized 
businesses, the majority of farm- 
ers, professional men, certain cate- 
gories of civil servants and mili- 
tary men, and most persons who 
live on independent means. 

A comprehensive survey has 
just brought you the latest infor- 
mation on the concept of the mid- 
dle classes and their position in the 
countries of Europe. You are es- 
pecially preoccupied with the con- 
sequences of fiscal measures ap- 
plied indiscriminately to small and 
medium-sized businesses and to the 
craftsmen, the military, and the 
professional men of the various 
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countries you have studied. Your 
aim is to play the same role, for 
these classes that concern you, 
that the International Labor Office 
plays for the laboring class: to be a 
center for research and study for 
the middle classes, since your prob- 
lems are as specialized as is your 
function in society. 


Role of the middle classes 


The intermediary position you 
occupy, the large numerical place 
you hold in the population, the vir- 
tues proper to your place in life, 
make you an element of moderation 
and equilibrium which is in dan- 
ger of being stifled if the obliga- 
tions which encumber it exceed its 
real resources. 

The share of personal responsi- 
bility which you normally exercise 
in your activities, the family scale 
generally assumed by your enter- 
prises, maintain and develop with- 
in you a sense of work well done, 
thrift, and foresight. All these are 
happy fruits of that relative auton- 
omy which you rightly consider an 
essential part of your social posi- 
tion. It has been established that 
the countries in which the middle 
classes have been too restricted and 
too weak are often exposed to seri- 
ous and violent political excesses. 
You traditionally favor stability 
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and arbitration based on distrib- 
utive justice. This social role char- 
acterizes you, and you must fulfill 
it with a lofty sense of the general 
good. 

As a matter of fact, the existence 
of national and international in- 
stitutes on the middle classes makes 
it possible to define, in terms of 
data as extensive and complete as 
possible, the degree of liberty and 
of legitimate subordination which 
may be granted and imposed in 
each country, so that national and 
international equilibrium may be 
peaceably assured. 


Moral health 


You ought also to be agents for 
moral well-being, for you possess, 
along with your love of a just lib- 
erty, a high ideal of the personal 
dignity and respect due others, 
without which social life turns into 
a struggle of selfish and blind pas- 
sions. May you also guide your 
thoughts and actions according to 
the maxims of wisdom taught by 
the Gospel. Society’s proper bal- 
ance has its surest basis in a moral 
order which is inspired, not by cold, 
calculating logic concerned exclu- 
sively with equitable distribution of 
material goods, but rather by jus- 
tice and generous charity, by the 
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example of Christ, which is to say 
by that generous love which entails 
forgetfulness of self, renunciation, 
and sacrifice. Such love sees in this 
austere course, marked out by God 
Himself, the only way of establish- 
ing as much brotherhood and joy 
as is possible in this world. 

We wish for your meeting in 


Vocations to the priesthood 


... The re-Christianization of the family through the Eucharist . . 
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Rome the most fruitful results, and 
We ask Him Who is for all men the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, to 
grant you His light and His 
strength. And, as a sign of Our 
fatherly affection, We give to all 
of you here present, your families 
and your friends, Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 


- seems 


a natural introduction to the problem you have studied these past few days. 
For it is from a family which has been strengthened, invigorated, vivified and 
sanctified by the Eucharistic life that priestly vocations develop and grow. 


There can be no doubt that it is through the Sacrament of the Altar 
that men come to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, gaining thereby a deep under- 
standing of His mission and taking from It a desire to offer themselves to 
carry on that mission by means of the priesthood. Indeed, a life of intense 
piety, sustained and fed in a special way by the Heavenly Bread, must be 
naturally conducive to an increase of priestly vocations. 


We can be as equally sure that, in the presence of the Lamb continually 
sacrificed on the holy altar, souls which are dedicated to perpetual immola- 
tion may, through their tears and heartfelt prayers, obtain the graces necessary 
for dew to fall upon the dry earth and bring forth the flower of vocation. 


From a practical viewpoint, however, all these graces come to souls in an 
ordinary way, that is, they come through a Christian home, a sound religious 
education, and through a spirit of piety which is always felt within the home. 
It frequently happens that all the best efforts of teachers go for naught if 
such family cooperation is lacking or, even worse, if the family spirit is 
contrary. Truly, this situation would be a grave one, and would demonstrate 


a serious lack of the spirit of faith. ... 


—Pius XII, To the Bolivarian Eucharistic Congress. December 16, 1956, 
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Auto design 


The exhibition which has brought you to Rome, Gentlemen, gives clear 
evidence of that apt union of technology and art which helps make life easier 
and nobler for men of today. As a matter of fact, the Ninth International 
Show of Italian and Foreign Automobile Design, in which you are participating 
as manufacturers or dealers, has assembled the best known recent products of 
this branch of industry. We are pleased to welcome you on this occasion and 
to assure you of Our esteem and encouragement. 


There is nothing free or arbitrary about the art of automobile design, for 
the shape of an automobile body has become more subject to the rules 
of aerodynamics with the increase in velocity. But manufacturers have 
turned their dependence upon these laws into an advantage by developing 
streamlined models, adapted—you might say—to the movement of the eye 
as it follows the vehicle along the road. And, at the same time, you have 
not neglected the convenience and comfort of passengers in designing 
ordinary cars and the sports cars which are seen each summer traveling along 
the roads of Europe in ever-increasing numbers. 


And so We are happy to congratulate you on the results of your untiring 
efforts. Automobile manufacturers face severe competition; they can never 
rest on their laurels. But the first to benefit from such competition are auto- 
mobile owners, who are prompted by the refinements of today's engines to 
desire still further improvements. It is your ambition to satisfy them, and alco 
to surpass your competitors by winning the customer's preference through the 
technical merits and the styling of your cars. 


But whatever the area of your activity and the immediate end which you 
pursue, do not fail to look beyond the narrow horizon of profits earned and 
markets won. Automobile design must be a symbol and expression of nobility 
of soul, of the human spirit's preeminence and mastery over matter, and of 
the nobler spiritual ends for which it lives and struggles. If the engineer and 
designer are satisfied to work with and fashion perishable materials, they must 
sooner or later resign themselves to seeing their work disappear, supplanted 
by other materials or worn out by time. 


Rather than fleeting success and satisfaction, then, We wish you the true 
joys of a spirit which has sought in all things only a means of doing good and 
of serving your neighbor and society. 


May the Lord deign to shower you with his favors, and to bestow them 
also upon your families and all your dear ones. In pledge of this We grant you 
Our fatherly Apostolic Blessing. 


—Pius XII. To an International Congress of Automobile Design. 
November |, 1956. 











Small Business in Today’s Economy 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to Catholic Associations 


of Small and Medium-sized Businesses 


Soyez les bienvenus 


ELCOME, dear sons, who 

are participating in the in- 

ternational pilgrimage or- 
ganized by the Catholic associa- 
tions of small and medium-sized 
business interests of Germany, Bel- 
gium, Italy, and the Low Coun- 
tries. We are pleased to receive 
you here and to tell you how very 
much We wish success for your 
meetings. 

We are familiar with the spirit 
of initiative, ingenuity, and cour- 
age which you attest to in your 
professional activity and place at 
the disposal of your associations in 
order to enable Christian thought 
and points of view to penetrate 
still. further into the circles in 
which you move. 


Purpose in meeting 


If you have desired to come to- 
gether in Rome this year, it is to 
reaffirm your Christian convic- 
tions and to find, through contact 
with men sharing the same ideals, 
the most suitable means for re- 
solving such questions as are posed 
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by the present state of social af- 
fairs. 

It is with pleasure that We greet 
the representatives of the “Ka- 
tholischen Kaufmdnnischen Ve- 
reins” of Germany, the “Nationaal 
Christelijk Middenstandsverbond” 
of Belgium, and the “Nederlandse 
Katholieke Middenstandsbond” of 
Holland. Your three groups are 
composed of nearly 110,000 mem- 
bers in twenty diocesan organiza- 
tions and 1,370 sections. These 
figures bespeak the economic and 
moral power which you represent. 
Based upon well-established tradi- 
tions and guided by the teaching 
of the Church, you will confront 
with confidence the difficult cir- 
cumstances of a tormented era, 
and you will be able to carry out 
successfully such projects as you 
may be given. 


Man, society, and the economy 


Your present Congress was given 
to examining how small and medi- 
um-sized business interests help to 
inject man into society and the 
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economy. That is a subject of pri- 
mary importance, from which all 
reforms, all attempts to introduce 
greater harmony and stability into 
modern society, should derive their 
inspiration. 

How can each member of the 
social body be granted the oppor- 
tunity to live fully as a man, to 
have at his disposal the means of 
assuring himself — through an 
equitable subsistence — access to 
culture, to play a role in propor- 
tion to his ability and devotion in 
the functioning and organization 
of society, and to participate, fi- 
nally, in the decisions upon which 
his political, economic, and social 
fate are dependent? Small and 
medium-sized businesses directed 
by Christians can, more easily than 
others, perceive and put into prac- 
tice concrete solutions to this seri- 
ous problem. 


The distribution of property 


You like to point out that the 
large number of medium-sized bus- 
inesses in which the head is at the 
same time the owner and occasion- 
ally the founder, assures a very 
broad distribution of private prop- 
erty, which is the essential condi- 
tion of stability for society; while 
guaranteeing the independence and 
dignity of individuals and families, 
it does not confer upon them exor- 
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bitant economic power’ which 
would carry them beyond the scope 
of their true responsibilities. 

The private businessman, mer- 
chant, and farmer see to it that 
the value of their property is in- 
creased through their work; they 
see their labor directly sanctioned, 
as also the negligent acts or errors 
which they commit. Between mate- 
rial wealth and its possessor there 
is thus established a sort of con- 
stant tensic=. -that of productive 
activity subjected to powerful 
stimulants for the greater good 
of the community. 


The status of employees 


But if the owner of a business 
finds therein the means to maintain 
and to consolidate his social posi- 
tion, is it not proper that he should 
strive to enable all those depend- 
ing upon him and giving him the 
support of their work to benefit 
from the same advantages? Do 
they not also have the right to 
occupy a stable position in society, 
to possess material necessities for 
themselves and their families, to 
enhance the value of their property 
through their initiative, and to de- 
rive therefrom a legitimate profit? 

This is not the place to examine 
in detail how small and medium- 
sized businesses can contribute to 
strengthening the social status of 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 10, 1956. French text. Translation by 
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their personnel by helping them to 
have greater access to the benefits 
of property and to the autonomy 
which goes with it. It is Our wish 
that the greatest possible number 
of men may achieve that stability 
which the guarantee of permanent 
resources, subject to growth 
through personal labor, procures. 


Personal interest 
and responsibility 


It is certain that the worker and 
the employee who know that they 
are directly involved in the success- 
ful operation of a business, because 
a part of their wealth is invested 
and fructifying therein, will feel 
themselves more intimately obliged 
to contribute to it through their 
efforts and even their sacrifices. 

In that way, they will feel them- 
selves more fully men, trustees of 
a greater share of responsibility; 
they will realize that others are be- 
holden to them, and thus they will 
apply themselves with greater 
courage to their daily task, in spite 
of its often harsh and tedious char- 
acter. 


The function of leadership 


On the other hand, the economic 
and social role which every man 
aspires to play demands that the 
individual’s course of activity not 
be completely subject to the will of 
others. The head of a business 
values above all his power to make 
autonomous decisions: he foresees, 
orders, and directs, assuming re- 
sponsibility for the decisions which 
he makes. His natural gifts, his 
previous theoretical training, his 
technical competence, and his ex- 
perience find employment in the 
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function of leadership, and serve 
as a basis for the development of 
his personality and for creative 
joy. 

But, once again, will the head of 
the business deny his subordinates 
what he esteems so highly himself? 
Will he limit the role of his daily 
cooperators to that of simple ex- 
ecutants, who cannot turn their 
own experience to account as they 
would like, and who remain wholly 
passive with regard to the deci- 
sions which govern their own ac- 
tivity? 

Cooperation between 
employer and employee 


A humane conception of business 
should, no doubt, safeguard for the 
common good the employer’s au- 
thority, but it cannot tolerate such 
a grievous attack upon the pro- 
found value of the agents of execu- 
tion. Moreover, when technical im- 
provements or concerted efforts to 
increase productivity assert them- 
selves, it will be necessary to call 
upon the indispensable cooperation 
of personnel. 

And since in small and medium- 


sized business contact between the 


employer and his employees is more 
direct and more immediate, it 
seems that there in particular the 
executant should be informed and 
listened to, that consideration 
should be given to his desires and 
his suggestions, that the reason 
for a denial should be explained to 
him, that the technical and eco- 
nomic problems upon which the re- 
turn of the business depends should 
be made known to him, and that 
he should have an opportunity to 
contribute to their solution. 
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In such a way the erection of a 
wall of prejudice, incomprehen- 
sion, and unjustified criticism be- 
tween management and employees 
will be avoided. By this means also 
many conflicts based upon misun- 
derstandings or ignorance of the 
real situation will be forestalled. 


Larger competitors 


The evolution of the modern 
economy to the accompanying 
rhythm of discoveries and the in- 
numerable applications which stem 
therefrom accentuates the uneasi- 
ness of small and medium-sized 
businesses with respect to their 
bigger competitors. The moderni- 
zation of mechanical equipment, 
and more rational methods of mass 
production and distribution work, 
quite frequently, to the advantage 
of enterprises which have large 
amounts of capital on hand. 

On occasion, there is even the 
dreaded danger of being crushed 
by the giants, who exert the full 
pressure of their weight on weaker 
structures; but you too have at 
your disposal means of protection 
and defense both from inside and 
outside your social group. The 
state, which possesses in you an 
important factor of stability, 
should not refuse you the support 
on which you are counting, especi- 
ally in the domain of credit and 
the tax structure (systéme fiscal). 
Nevertheless your principal sup- 
port will come to you from within, 
that is to say, from your associa- 
tions themselves. 


Individualism and solidarity 


The middle classes are often re- 
proached for their exaggerated in- 
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dividualism, their desire for total 
independence, and their scorn for 
whatever runs counter to estab- 
lished customs. If social life pre- 
supposes in individuals all the in- 
dependence compatible with the 
good of the whole, it demands to 
an even greater extent cooperation, 
mutual agreement based upon con- 
fidence, the renunciation of certain 
privileges and of certain somewhat 
narrow or selfish points of view. 

May the principle of solidarity 
assert itself more positively, then, 
not only within each of your busi- 
nesses, but also between similar 
enterprises, so as to avoid a waste 
of energy, useless expenses, and 
particularly to bring together in 
a compact unit the scattered ele- 
ments of a considerable economic 
potential which, by its present di- 
vision, is deprived of an effective 
energy in proportion to its true 
value. It is to the advantage of 
all that small and medium-sized 
businesses be well organized in all 
domains and cause their distinctive 
qualities to be shown to better ad- 
vantage. 


Justice and spiritual brotherhood 


We would like to add, finally, 


that the Christian ideal should 
never cease to inspire your course 
of action. Business, which calls 
for the cooperation of several in- 
dividuals to produce material 
goods, will never be anything more 
than an intermediary, a stop along 
a road which should take man a 
great deal higher. Nothing has 
been accomplished if, while assur- 
ing the improvement of economic 
conditions, one has neglected to 
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deepen cultural, moral, and religi- 
ous values. 

Each of you, each of those who 
are dependent upon you, is called, 
as a son of the Church and a mem- 
ber of the Body of Christ, to the 
fullness of human and divine life. 
It is your responsibility to see to 
it that the treasures of this life 
are henceforth increased, not only 
in you, but, equally well, in each 
of your brothers over whom Prov- 
idence has granted you partial au- 
thority. 

Be increasingly sensitive to the 
presence and the call of Christ in 


all human beings, even the poorest, 
the most helpless. May your pro- 
fessional work contribute to the 
amelioration of their lot! May your 
sense of justice and_ spiritual 
brotherhood, which binds you to 
them, induce you to convey to them 
the sincere esteem and affection 
which they expect from you. 


Formulating this wish, We in- 
voke divine favor for you, your 
families, and all your collabora- 
tors, and We extend to you as 
evidence thereof Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 





Priests and the Eucharist 


... We are especially interested in you who are priests, who must lead and 
nourish the people of God. The priesthood, which you received at Mass so 
that you might extend the Mass through time and space, makes you preem- 
inently men of the Eucharist. We know and appreciate your zealous desire 
for a living liturgy in which the faithful will participate with intelligence and 
piety. Add to this the practice of informed and fervent devotion to the 
Divine Presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. In the priestly life, nothing can 
take the place of prolonged silent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. 
Keep before you the admirable example of the holy Curé of Ars. . . 

The Eucharistic prayer of priests is of incalculable value to the Christian 
community. For millions of men, uprooted and confused by the restless excite- 
ment of modern life, the example of these priests is a providential reminder 
of what is truly important. Persevering intercession will bring these men, 
sooner or later, to the altar, the threshold of supernatural life, where Christ 
perpetually renews His sacrifice, and where we rightly offer Him the tribute 
of our praise... . 

—Pius XII. To a French National Eucharistic Congress. June 25, 1956. 


. . . Let us recall the intimate union which exists between the priesthood 
and the Eucharist because "ad sacerdotem pertinet dispensatio Corporis 
Christi—it is the office of the priest to distribute the Body of Christ.’ (S.Th. 
Il, q. 82, art. 3 inc.) Furthermore, if all the sacred orders of the Church are 
principally directed toward the Sacrament of the Eucharist (S.Th. suppl., q. 37, 
art. 2 ad 3um), this is even more true of the priesthood, whose chief “office 
consists in consecrating the Bread of Angels, guarding it with love, and, like a 
new Moses, distributing it to a people who need this heavenly manna lest they 
die of starvation in the desert... . 

—Pius XII. To the Bolivarian Eucharistic Congress. December 16, 1956. 
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Christ’s Kingdom and 
the World of Labor 


An Address of Pope Pius Xil to a 


Pilgrimage of Workers from Prato 


Nel darvi 


N welcoming you and receiving 
you with all the tenderness of 
Our heart here in Our own 

house, beloved sons, We seem to 
see before Our eyes your Prato, 
one of the most important cities of 
Tuscany because of the number 
of its inhabitants, the antiquity of 
its flourishing culture that dates 
back thousands of years, and the 
splendor of its arts, not to mention 
its industrial plants, its noteworthy 
network of commercial enterprises, 
and its great number of handicraft 
and agricultural organizations. 


Prato’s prosperity 


We have been told—and welcome 
news it is—that at Prato there 
are more than 45,000 laborers 
working in the various fields that 
make up your economy: this is a 
good indication that large num- 
bers of people will be able to secure 
at least their daily bread, basis for 
that peace and tranquillity which 
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a man seeks for himself and his 
family. We thank Our Father in 
heaven from the bottom of Our 
heart for making generous provi- 
sion for His sons in the Prato area; 
and We beg Him to preserve and 
increase these good conditions and 
to extend them to those who are 
not taken care of and whose future 
is covered with clouds of uncer- 
tainty. 


The kingship of Jesus 


When We spoke to God this 
morning, Our heart was filled, as it 
always is, with “anxious care for 
all the churches.” (2 Cor., 11, 28) 
But We were thinking especially 
of you, for We planned to offer you 
a word of comfort and encourage- 
ment. Since you have chosen the 
solemn feast of Christ the King for 
your pious pilgrimage, it seemed 
only fitting to suggest some thought 
from today’s liturgy for your medi- 
tation, one that might lead you to 
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proclaim your faith in the divine 
kingship of Jesus openly once 
again, while giving evidence of 
your firm resolution to remain 
faithful subjects of His. Today 
the liturgy sings the praises of 
this exalted Sovereign, and invites 
the whole Church and all of crea- 
tion along with it to an act of uni- 
versal devotion. 

Surely you will not be satisfied 
to honor the “King of kings and 
Lord of lords” (Apoc. 19, 16) with 
words alone; instead you will back 
up this external display of praise 
with a real submission of your life 
to Him, and you will promise Him 
to work generously and methodi- 
cally to make His kingdom recog- 
nized and accepted among men. 
This is a subject of constant anxi- 
ety for Our soul, the longed-for 
goal of all of Our pastoral activity ; 
and We are becoming ever more 
aware that this is just what men— 
often, it is true, without realizing 
it—are waiting for: the coming 
of the kingdom of Christ. 


The powerful scepter of Christ 


Just look around you, just give 
it a little serious thought, and you 
will quickly realize that in the 
midst of the miserable shattered 
fragments of countless scepters 
and the deserted halls of many 
palaces, Jesus alone is spreading 
His dominion ever farther and re- 
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ceiving new professions of loyalty 
from His subjects. He alone can 
see His enemies being dispersed, 
while His divine throne stands firm 
in its place, and His peaceful scep- 
ter remains powerful. “His king- 
dom will never end”: is what the 
Church sings with unshakeable 
trust, as it echoes the words of the 
Archangel Gabriel, who announced 
it to Mary: “Et regni ejus non 
erit finis.” (Luke 1, 33) 


Proclaim His coming 


Prato should take a leading part 
in this task of proclaiming His 
coming, in leveling a path for Him, 
in welcoming Him joyously. Prato 
ought to make a solemn pledge to- 
day to carry on a constant work of 
defense, of conquest, of positive 
construction. This pledge must 
come from all of you, the faithful, 
the Catholic organizations, the 
clergy, and the religious congrega- 
tions, under the enlightened guid- 
ance of the outstanding prelate 
whom We Ourselves gave you two 
years ago, taking into account the 
ever-increasing importance of your 
city and the foreseeable develop- 
ments in its population and econom- 
ic importance in days to come. 

Our message to you is a para- 
phrase of the words of today’s 
preface, with a few variations: 
pray that the kingdom of Christ 
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may come: in your minds the king- 
dom of truth, in your hearts the 
kingdom of grace and life, in your 
businesses the kingdom of justice, 
in your city and in the whole dio- 
cese, the kingdom of love and peace. 


Kingdom of truth 


1. May the kingdom of truth come 
to rule over your minds. 


Beloved sons, you need do no 
more than look around to realize 
that there is a frightful ignorance 
of the most elementary truths of 
the faith in many of those living 
close by you. Some know nothing 
of their origin and their destiny; 
they have a confused notion that 
there is a God, but they could tell 
you almost nothing of His attri- 
butes, of the meaning of the Incar- 
nation and Death of the Redeemer ; 
they know of the existence of the 
Church, but they miss completely 
the mystery of its greatness and 
of its mission. 

There are others who have made 
great strides along the road to wis- 
dom in secular subjects and yet 
never gotten beyond the first no- 
tions of the catechism in the mat- 
ter of religious knowledge. Any 
obstacle at all, any blow is enough 
to shake them in their faith, to 
make them unsure of the provi- 
dence of God, of His care for all 
the things that He has created, and 
of His rule over them, for exam- 
ple. It succeeds in leaving them 
mixed up about the meaning of 
life and death, about the value of 
suffering and the purpose of pain. 
They are in doubt about the matter 
of eternal punishments and con- 
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fused when confronted with the 
reconcilability of God’s supreme 
dominion with freedom of the hu- 
man will; they find themselves un- 
able to give a satisfactory answer 
to the many questions that beset 
them; and they end up being scep- 
tics for all practical purposes, with 
no enthusiasm whatsoever for liv- 
ing a Christian life. 

There is a real and urgent need 
to do something about this, beloved 
sons; begin with yourselves, and 
throw yourselves into the work, so 
that others may follow you and 
imitate you. The kingdom of Jesus 
is a kingdom of light: He is the 
light of the world, “Lux mundi” 
(John 8, 12) ; so see to it that His 
light enlightens every man who 
comes into the world. (Cfr. John 
1, 9.) 


Kingdom of grace and life 


2. May grace and life rule in your 
hearts. 


Jesus came into the world to 
give us grace and give it more 
abundantly. What is this life which 
Jesus possesses and which He 
wants to give us so as to make it 
the soul of our souls? What hap- 
pens inside of us when we are born 
to such a life? 

If we did not have God’s own 
words to help us, we would never 
dare speak of it at all, because of 
the great feeling of inadequacy 
which assails us whenever we try 
to penetrate into the mysterious 
depths of grace: Here they are: 
“Our members are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit . . . we do not be- 
long to ourselves. ... We carry God 
in our body... .” (cfr. I Cor. 6. 
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19-20)! What is it that happens 
to us then? We become living 
stones in the building which is 
Christ; we become branches of the 
vine which is Christ Himself (John 
15, 5) ; we become members of His 
Mystical Body (I Cor. 12, 27); we 
are transformed into Him; we 
move in Him; we exist in Him. 
(cfr. Acts 17, 28.) He lives in us. 
(cfr. Gal. 2, 20.) Of His fullness 
we all receive everything (John 
1, 16), for He is the Author of 
our faith and the One who gives 
final perfection to our life. (Hebr. 
12, 2) 

And now think, beloved sons: 
How many people in the diocese of 
Prato have gained lasting posses- 
sion of this life? How many of 
you here right now? How many 
of those who could not come or 
chose not to? Would a comfortable 
life—whatever it might involve— 
be of any help to you if your souls 
did not have divine life? If you 
were filled with everything, but 
found yourselves empty of God? 
What good is the life of your body 
to you if your soul is dead? What 
use is a sound, healthy body if 
grace is weak or dying? So here 
we have another clear, definite goal, 
beloved sons. Make Jesus rule over 
all with His grace, with His life. 


Kingdom of justice 


3. May justice rule in your fac- 
tories. 

We have in mind a special kind 
of justice—social justice; a hunger 
and thirst for it are stirring within 
men of the modern world as never 
before. 
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It would be a waste of time now 
to go back over all that We have 
said with fatherly honesty in the 
past on the just solution of the 
social problem. But We must make 
clear once again that there will be 
no real justice in the field of labor, 
without the reign of Jesus. It is a 
useless hope for some to expect to 
attain it without any thought of 
Him; the efforts of those who deny 
Him are doomed to failure. The 
only way to give every man what 
rightfully belongs to him is through 
His name and by the application 
of His commandments. 

We remind employers that while 
it is true that the Church con- 
demns any unjust violation of the 
rights of property, she also warns 
that this right is not unlimited and 
absolute; for it carries with it 
some definite social obligations. 
Any misunderstanding of this point 
works against justice and puts a 
man on the side opposed to the 
kingdom of Jesus. On the other 
hand, it will not be particularly 
hard to live up to these obligations 
if you make it a point to adopt the 
same attitude toward your workers 
as you do toward your brothers. 
They are persons with the same 
kind of nature as you, even if they 
are called upon to carry out dif- 
ferent tasks in life. 

We have this to say to working- 
men: the Church is with you when 
you are defending yourselves 
against unjust contracts, or de- 
manding that others meet their 
just obligations. It will be with 
you in the future whenever you 
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are using legitimate means to bring 
about an improvement in your con- 
ditions. But, it can never take a 
stand with you when you are ask- 
ing something that is wrong or 
when you decide to use unjust 
means to obtain it; it cannot be 
with you if you line up with the 
enemies of God and thus sacrifice 
your souls, your liberty, your peace, 
your country, and your family, or if 
you act on the advice of those who 
pretend to be your friends while 
they go about sowing hatred and 
practicing violence. 

Oh, if only We might see the 
justice of Jesus reasserted in ev- 
ery field of endeavor at Prato! It 
would give Us clear and unmistak- 
able models to attract those who 
are weak or lazy; and you would 
enjoy the gratitude of the Church 
and of all those who are anxiously 
waiting for the reign of justice 
among men. 


Kingdom of love and peace 


4. May the kingdom of love and 
. peace come with the kingdom of 
truth, of grace, and of justice. 


May it come everywhere—wher- 
ever the children of God live, 
wherever the members of the 
Mystical Body of Christ are at 
work. . Justice gives what is due, 
but love does more: someone who 
is in love gives all he has and all 
he is, he gives himself. This sci- 
ence of complete and lasting love 
was preached and practiced by the 
Divine Savior. He proclaimed that 
love for each other would be the 
mark of His followers (cfr. John 
13, 35) and warned that the living 
and the dead would be judged on 
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the last day on the basis of the 
law of love. He Himself was under 
no obligation to come into the 
world; He came out of love. He 
did not have to pick a life of pri- 
vation and hardship; He chose it 
out of love. It was not necessary 
for Him to suffer and die in order 
to redeem us, but He did suffer 
and He did die on the Cross out of 
love. If you do not understand 
love, you cannot understand Jesus, 
Who is love incarnate. 

Beloved sons! Do you want 
Jesus to rule among you? In your 
families, your city and your dio- 
cese? Then make love rule there: 
a love which is understanding, 
which gives support, which looks 
to the future and cares for all 
needs; a love which gives, and 
which is given; a love which joins 
and unites. 

More than justice and even more 
than truth, love will make the 
divine life within you visible; for 
you will be a great multitude of 
faithful, yet possessed of one heart 
and one soul; you will be many, 
but you will form one single body. 
(cfr. I Cor. 10, 17) And We will 
have a tremendous realization of 
all that Jesus begged for in His 
sacerdotal prayer: “That they all 
may be one, as I and Thou, Father, 
are one.” (cfr. John 17, 22.) 

Then Christianity will rise ir- 
resistibly as a sign among the na- 
tions, like a torch upon a mountain. 
And men will recognize in Christ 
the One who has been sent by the 
Father, the absolute Sovereign, the 
supreme Judge and Legislator. 

They will sing from the depths 
of their soul: “We proclaim Thee 
ruler of all the ages, King of all 
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nations, the only judge of minds 
and hearts, O Christ.” (Hymn for 
First Vespers of the Feast of Jesus 
Christ the King) And along with 
truth, life, justice, and love, We 
will have peace! 


The Holy Father’s blessing 


And now may a great Blessing 
of Ours descend upon all of you 
and upon the persons and things 
you hold dear. May it lead to the 
fulfillment of your holy resolutions. 
May it be beneficial for your ad- 
mired and beloved Shepherd, Our 
venerable Brother, for your re- 
nowned Cathedral Chapter, for the 
holiness and zeal of your beloved 
clergy, for the perseverance and 
generosity of your young semina- 
rians and of the souls consecrated 
to the Lord in religious congrega- 
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tions and secular institutes, for the 
increase of priestly vocations, for 
the virtue of militant Catholics and 
their ardor in good works, for the 
fervent diocesan directors of Cath- 
olic Action and of other similar 
works, for the professional people 
and teachers, for employers, that 
their energetic activity may al- 
ways be in keeping with the prin- 
ciples of the Church’s social doc- 
trine, above all for Our dear good 
workingmen, for your pure and 
innocent children, for the happy 
completion of the large retreat- 
house which We expect to be a 
source of great benefit and spir- 
itual renewal for all classes of 
people. Last of all, We bless all 
the religious objects which you 
have with you. 





Christ the King and His troubled people 


. .. Ina time of such serious crisis, when the rights of human society are 
being crushed, nothing can please Us more than to learn that every day 
throughout the world Christ the King is being adored with a more earnest 
love, and that from Him, living mystically upon the altar, a troubled people 
is seeking what the world cannot give—a long-desired and fruitful peace. .. . 


—Pius XII. Letter to the Bolivarian Eucharistic Congress. 
November 10, 1956. 

















Marxist Threat to an Italian Community 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to a Pilgrimage 


of Working People from the City of Terni 


La Nostra Casa 


UR home is ever open with a 
warm welcome to all who 
come to visit Us, and today 

it opens wide its portals to you, be- 
loved working people of the city 
and zone of Terni. You come from 
holy and poetic Umbria, that glori- 
ous and lovely region, which con- 
tains so much history within its 
borders, and preserves such a flow- 
ering of art and culture. 

And so it appears to be, and actu- 
ally is, one of the most privileged 
parts of Italy. It is an object of 
admiration to everyone who visits 
it, even from distant lands, and it 
bears witness to the virtues of a 
people who have contributed with 
extraordinary creative ability to 
the birth and diffusion of human 
civilization. 


An industrial center 


To be more specific, you come 
from a region which has become 
an industrial center of prime im- 
portance, beginning on the day 
when the waters of the Velino, pre- 
cipitated with awe-inspiring water- 
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November 19, 1956 


falls into the foaming Nera, were 
first harnessed with technical skill, 
directed through swiftly flowing 
conduits, and thus made capable of 
setting great power-stations in mo- 
tion, transforming water power 
into electric energy. As a result, 
the zone of Terni and Narni now 
includes 68% of the industrial 
firms, 98% of the power stations, 
and nearly half the inhabitants in 
an area that constitutes less than 
20% of the entire province. 

There is, therefore, a real con- 
centration of industry in your zone, 
and this, combined with the pro- 
gressive development of the econ- 
omies of exchange rather than 
those of consumption, has drawn 
people from the smaller centers 
into the larger towns. Thus the 
financial status of the zone of Terni 
practically conditions the general 
welfare of the whole province. 


War and reconstruction 


You are aware, My dear sons, 
of what has happened during re- 
cent years. When the war broke 
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out, your zone became the princi- 
pal target of the enemy offensives 
because of its unusual importance. 
The city of Terni suffered one hun- 
dred and eleven air raids which 
destroyed nearly two-thirds of the 
city, and compelled the inhabitants 
to flee and seek refuge in tempo- 
rary barracks, while most of the 
industrial plants were rendered 
completely useless. 

Then came reconstruction, com- 
pleted, one must say, with com- 
mendable speed. But since a vig- 
orous competition between Italian 
and foreign goods was determined 
upon, the managers of the largest 
firms that operate in your midst 
were forced to make provisions for 
a reduction in the cost of produc- 
tion. They found no other way to 
do this than by modernizing their 
plants and reducing the number of 
manual workers. 


Unemployment and famine 


We Ourselves remember well— 
for We gave the matter Our earn- 
est consideration—the serious con- 
ditions that resulted when several 
thousand workmen were without 
work and, consequently, without 
bread. The development of the 
Polymer-Montecatini. works par- 
tially remedied this painful situa- 
tion, and the harvesting of crops 
compensated, throughout the pro- 
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vincial area, for the loss of income 
which resulted from increased un- 
employment. 

This year, alas, even the har- 
vests are in part irreparably dam- 
aged, and many families now de- 
pend entirely on the charity of 
their brothers for the bare neces- 
sities of life. 

Only the Lord knows Our sad- 
ness; We wish that We could has- 
ten wherever there are tears to 
dry, and needy persons to succor. 
We should like to be everywhere 
in your midst to aid in restoring 
peace and ease of mind to all of you. 


A remedy for Terni 


1. Our first word to you is one 
of earnest good wishes from a 
Father. We pray to our Lord that 
the conditions of your district will 
improve rapidly and in the short- 
est possible time be restored to a 
fairly normal state. 

It is not within Our province to 
suggest here the technical terms 
for satisfactory solution of a prob- 
lem which appears to be very com- 
plicated and intricate. But after 
a careful study of the present con- 
dition of your industrial zone, We 
have come to the conclusion that 
measures of a temporary nature 
will not suffice. It is necessary to 
face in a rational and organized 
manner the problems which make 
you uneasy. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 19-20, 1956. Italian text. Translation 


by Rt. Rev. Charles E. Spence. 


“This address was delivered to a pilgrimage of workmen from the Italian industrial 
center of Terni. The group of seven thousand was led by the Bishop of Terni and 
accompanied by a number of officials of the Italian government. 
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We have been informed that, 
with this end in view, and in order 
to reduce dependence of the prov- 
ince’s economy upon the progress 
of your larger industrial plant, one 
of your Deputies has proposed a 
law entitled “Provisions for the in- 
dustrial zone of Terni.” If these 
proposals are realized, there is hope 
that the indispensable ground- 
work will be laid for bringing other 
enterprises and other economic 
factors into your zone. 

Your good Bishop, who follows 
with great anxiety and a father’s 
concern the unfortunate vicissi- 
tudes of your zone, has requested 
that We should invoke the blessing 
of God upon this proposed law. 
This We do with all Our heart. 


Economics and Christian ethics 


Meanwhile We remind all whom 
it concerns that even though these 
economic problems must be met 
and solved in accordance with the 
laws of production, distribution, 
circulation, and consumption of 
goods in their relation to the social 
- order, it is equally certain that 
these same laws can be formulated 
and applied with human under- 
standing and Christian charity. 
We must not lose sight of the fact 
that, by introducing the principles 
of ethics into our investigation of 
economic facts, we do no violence 
to the economy, but rather contrib- 
ute effectively to the correct solu- 
tion of the problems that it poses 
and confronts. 

At the same time, it is univer- 
sally admitted that the right to life 
is one of mankind’s sacred and in- 
violable rights. Hence it is essen- 
tial that the efforts of all—the 
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State, private enterprise, labor 
unions—should be united and 
should cooperate efficiently in order 
to overcome this embarrassing con- 
dition of hardship and unrest. It 
is imperative that this be done, for 
there are those at Terni and 
throughout the district generally 
who will profit from the misfor- 
tunes of the people in order to sow 
in their midst the cockle of dis- 
cord and hatred. As a matter of 
fact, Our anxiety is not merely for 
your just material interests, but 
also, and chiefly, for the welfare of 
your souls. 


The enemy of mankind and God 


2. Our seconu word is one of 
clear warning. 


We have often observed that the 
enemy of mankind is one and, at 
the same time, a multitude. Today 
he presents himself with a well- 
defined countenance and with a 
name that is widely known. His 
forces are deployed over a wide 
front, and he fights without exclud- 
ing any means and without spar- 
ing his blows. 

The zone of Terni is one that has 
suffered much from his attacks. 
Whether because of the ability with 
which he conceals his tactics and 
hides his strategy, or through the 
fear that he is able to inspire, as 
well as by the hopes that he has 
aroused, the atheistic Marxist has 
penetrated your ranks and is at 
this hour solidly entrenched in his 
position. 


The lure of Communism 


Our heart is troubled, and tears 
come to Our eyes whenever We 
ask Ourself how it is possible that 
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there should still be such acquies- 
cence and such obstinacy in a size- 
able portion of the otherwise 
worthy working class. Is it pos- 
sible that nothing will serve to 
open their eyes and move their 
hearts? They wish to remain with 
the enemies of God and reenforce 
their ranks, cooperating thus in ag- 
gravating the chaos of the modern 
world. How can this be? Individ- 
uals and whole nations have al- 
lowed themselves to be led astray 
by God’s enemies, because the lat- 
ter have promised a better distribu- 
tion of material goods and pro- 
claimed that they desire to preserve 
liberty and protect the family. 
They assure their dupes that even- 
tually the people will seize power, 
the workmen will own the factories, 
and the peasants will possess the 
land. 

But —on the contrary — when 
they come to power after sowing 
hatred, encouraging subversion, 
and fomenting discord, they ac- 
tually impoverish the people and 
initiate a reign of terror. What is 
happening during these days to the 
sorely tried Hungarian people is 
bloody evidence of the extremes to 
which those who hate God are pre- 
pared to go. 


Man, machines, and social progress 


3. Our third word is one of con- 
fident hope. 

It will not always be so, beloved 
sons, it must not, it cannot always 
be so. Some people look upon the 
findings of science with ill-con- 
cealed anxiety, because they are 
afraid that technological progress, 
by substituting machines for men, 
will bring about a dangerous dis- 
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turbance of social equilibrium 
through the unemployment which 
must needs result from it. 

One who thinks in this manner 
fails to consider that this usually 
happens only at the beginning of 
the process of modernizing and 
reorganizing an industrial plant. 
But in a short time benefits are 
bound to appear, arising from the 
creation of new sources of labor 
and therefore of employment. 

The progress made in physics, 
for instance, has created, and will 
continue to create, a constant need 
for an army of workmen of every 
sort—from the engineer and the 
nuclear physicist to the qualified 
worker—to build reactors, nuclear 
piles, and accelerators. In the 
meanwhile, the application of these 
inventions to industry, to agricul- 
ture, and to defense continues to 
multiply. 

Technical skill, combined with 
scientific knowledge, has already 
transformed, and will transform 
still more, the ways of communi- 
cation between men, by multiply- 
ing the media of communication. 
Consider what has happened in the 
field of transportation, where the 
daily flight of tens of thousands of 
airplanes engages the services of 
countless specialists and workmen 
in various capacities. 

The development of electronics 
has given rise to a large number 
of new factories, industries, labora- 
tories, and research centers. Con- 
sider radio and television; consider 
likewise the progress of organic 
chemistry, and the new discoveries 
in the field of synthetic resins. Re- 
flect upon the fact, for it concerns 
you intimately, that certain textile 
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products, which have met with 
widespread acceptance among 
clothing manufacturers, come from 
the transformation of calcium car- 
bide. 


A better tomorrow 


Progress will not leave labor in 
the lurch. It will be necessary, 
however, to be more prompt in 
achieving certain reorganizations 
of industry and in carrying through 
to completion certain projects of 
mechanization. It will be neces- 
sary for certain industries to in- 
sist less upon a fixed type of pro- 
duction. And people must not grow 
unduly anxious in the face of the 
inevitable dislocations caused by 
new enterprises, nor should they 
indulge in unwarranted pessimism. 
We are going forward to a better 
tomorrow, when, as can readily be 
foreseen, human labor will be en- 
nobled by being freed from the 
necessity of exerting mere brute 
force. 


A return to Jesus 


4. Now here is Our brief final 
word. 

We are convinced that men will 
accomplish little or nothing if they 
continue to erect the edifice of this 
world while remaining aloof from 
God. ‘Only He can build the house 
which humanity longs for; unless 
the Lord build the house, they la- 
bor in vain who build it. (Cfr. 
Psalm 126, 1.) In that case the 
house will be built upon sand and 
therefore destined in a short time 
to crumble and fall into complete 
ruin. (Cfr. Matthew 7, 26-27.) 

It is time, dear sons, for men to 
take this truth into consideration. 


COMMUNITY 421 
It is time for all to return to Jesus. 
To turn to Him means to learn His 
teaching, to penetrate deeply into 
it, and to be deeply penetrated by 
it; to turn to Jesus means to keep 
His divine life constantly in mind; 
to turn to Jesus means to take Him 
as the pattern for all your theoreti- 
cal and practical activity. 


Holy restlessness 


At Terni there is, unhappily, not 
a little evil, but there is also a great 
deal that is good. Under the guid- 
ance of your Bishop, you have la- 
bored much. With grief in their 
hearts and tears in their eyes, all 
the good people have sought to 
save what could be saved. Many 
churches have been rebuilt, others 
repaired and restored ; Catholic Ac- 
tion and the parish school for 
teaching Catechism have become a 
wearying but beloved anxiety of 
the clergy; Jesus has been enabled 
once more to enter the world of 
labor, thanks to the zealous assist- 
ant priests and their indefatigable 
social workers. The sacraments 
are being frequented more and 
more; young souls offer themselves 
to Jesus with true heroism. 

You must go on with the work, 
dear sons. You must never grow 
weary. You must be filled with a 
holy restlessness, so long as there 
are souls near you that are lan- 
guishing or wretchedly perishing. 
You must make Terni and its zone 
a possession of Jesus, where He 
may reign over individuals, over 
families, in the factories and in all 
the institutions. 


A fatherly blessing 


And now may there descend 
upon all of you, dear sons and 
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daughters, who are here present, 
Our abundant, fatherly, affection- 
ate blessing. May it descend upon 
your zealous Bishop, who is so dear 
both to Us and to you; upon his 
priests who labor with him in the 
often wearisome task of bringing 
the minds and hearts of their peo- 
ple back to Christ; upon Catholic 
Action and the other deserving as- 
sociations that devote their efforts 


Industry's goal 
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generously to this holy cause. May 
it descend upon the whole diocese; 
upon all the people; and, in an 
especial manner, upon the dear 
working people; and also upon 
those who were unable or unwilling 
to unite with you in making this 
devout and filial pilgrimage. 

May God bless you and protect 
you! God! God! God! 


. .. Contemporary civilization, so harsh under many of its aspects, has at 
least the merit of throwing light on this idea: that the world of industry and 
labor, contractors and employers, engineers and overseers, workers and 
employees, are all engaged in a single task and have a common destiny. 


Kinds of activity can differ, and the classes can still oppose one another— 
at times, unfortunately, even violently. But when men expend together all of 
their strength and all of their resources of mind and spirit in a common 
undertaking, it is impossible that they not grow aware, little by little, that, 
despite all their differences of condition and opinion, they are always advanc- 


ing toward the same goal. 


And that goal, they well know, consists not so much in obtaining a certain 
degree of productivity and material comfort as it does in the establishment 
of a climate of unity, peace, and joy, which penetrates the entire social body 
and assures it of spiritual riches that are far more valuable than any kind of 
wealth and are pledges of genuine success. .... 


—Pope Pius XII. To the Congress of Fiber Panel Manufacturers. 
September 29, 1956. 
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ciliation to which you are consecrating 
your activity.” 


* 


AGRICULTURE AND HUMAN SUB- 
SISTENCE were the subjects of an ad- 
dress to an international congress meet- 
ing in Rome during November to discuss 
the value of an acupric anticryptogam, 
the Orthocide 50, in combating parasitic 
enemies of fruit trees and farm crops. 

“The endless battle,” the Pope told 
the delegates, “waged by the farmer 
against the parasites that threaten to 
destroy the fruits of his labor, and the 
perseverance that he must maintain in 
preventing and curbing their damage, is 
only one aspect particularly indicative 
of the common effort of mankind to pro- 
duce goods necessary for subsistence. 

“If some natural forces of marvelous 
power and order are ready to respond 
to the intelligent action of the worker, 
there are others which are indifferent or 
hostile, not that God has made them so, 
but because by man’s fault a leaven of 
disunion and a principle of disorder 
have been introduced into the divine 
plan. 

“And if daily labor, courageously 
borne, may become for a human being a 
means to nobility and salvation, it also, 
little by little, restores in the material 
world that submission to man intended 
by the Creator.” 


TEXTILE WORKERS from Sabelle, 
Spain, were congratulated by the Holy 
Father, in an address given during an 
audience on October 30th, for their ef- 
forts to provide wholesome recreation 
for their fellow workers. “Those who 
think,” Pope Pius said, “that man is 
brutalized by his contact with machinery 
can learn much from your example.” 

“Strive always,” he exhorted them, 
“for perfect development of spirit. But 
remember always that true spiritual de- 
velopment has its necessary basis in the 
single body of truth of which the Church 
is the depositary. 

“Never lose sight of the whole man, 
as you advance in this development, for 
it is certain that he is not merely a being 
endowed with a curious intellect, always 
eager to know. To have a right idea of 
man you must always remember that 
the principal part of man is spirit, and 
in the development of a soul it does not 
suffice to have knowledge of, without 
practice in, the means of spiritual per- 
fection—prayer, mortification, and fre- 
quent reception of the Sacraments.” 

“Your city,” he concluded, “is an in- 
dustrial center of the first class. We 
should like to see a greater spiritual life 
and activity match this material dili- 
gence and fervor, so that the spirit is 
not suffocated by matter and progress 
does not devour itself, as unfortunately 
happens when an equilibrium between 
matter and spirit is wanting.” 
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THE NEXT ISSUE—Summer 1957— 
will contain the Holy Father’s Epiphany 
and Lenten messages and many other 
addresses and letters of the first three 
months of the year. In addition, we may 
be able to print a number of interesting 
messages of the past year which had to 
be deferred because of space limitations. 


* 


MANY TRANSLATORS cooperate each 
quarter in preparing an issue of THE 
Pore Speaks. They come from various 
walks in life. Two are seminary rectors; 
several are members of seminary facul- 
ties. Nuns, university professors, jour- 
nalists, graduate students and at least 
one housewife are also among our con- 
tributors. 

The footnote to each message printed 
in full in this issue identifies its trans- 
lator. Others who assisted by trans- 
lating messages discussed in News and 
Notes or used as “filler” are Garrett 
Bolger; Sister Mary Pauline Fitts, 
G.N.S.H.; Mary Z. Fockler; Sister M. 
Gratia; Sister M. Isaac Jogues; Rosalie 
L. Katkish; Very Rev. John P. McCor- 
mick, $.S.; George Robinson; and John 


Tashjean. 


* 


PROBLEMS OF MODERN YOUTH 
were discussed in two papal messages 
of this quarter. The first was delivered 
on November 19th to the European 
Youth Campaign and is published in 
full in this issue beginning on page 359. 

The second was an address of Decem- 
ber 4th to the International Federation 
of Catholic Youth. 

“Rarely indeed,” the Holy Father told 
this latter group, “has a generation been 
faced by upheavals so deep and enor- 
mous, which shatter nations, tear civil- 
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izations apart, unloose passions, and 
undermine the most sacred values of 
morality and religion. How would We 
not be gripped by compassion at the 
thought of so many young people today 
who ‘like sheep without a shepherd’ are 
growing up in uneasiness and mistrust, 
or are given up without protection to 
the control of lying propaganda?” 

“Cherish,” he exhorted them, “the 
fraternal bonds which hold you together 
in the heart of the great Catholic family 
for service to the Church. Revivify in 
your souls your awareness of belonging 
in common to the Body of Christ, of 
which you are members. . . . In a word, 
guard, like the precious pearl of the 
Gospel, the ‘sentire cum Ecclesia,’ which 
unites you all around the Vicar of Christ 
and protects you from a dangerous scat- 
tering of forces.” 


* 


WOMAN’S ROLE was set out by the 
Holy Father in a radio broadcast of 
October 14, 1956, to a pilgrimage of 
Italian women to the Shrine of our 
Lady at Loreto. 

Woman’s ideal, he told them, is “the 
preservation and growth of that dignity 
which womanhood has received from 
God.” The real basis of her dignity “is 
precisely the same as the basis of man’s 
dignity: both are children of God, re- 
deemed by Christ, with the same super- 
natural destiny.” 

“The Creator,” he added, “with His 
wonderful way of bringing harmony out 
of variety, has established a common 
destiny for all mankind, but has given 
the two sexes different and complemen- 
tary functions. . . . So we have an abso- 
lute equality in personal and funda- 
mental values, but different functions 
which are complementary and superbly 
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equivalent, and from these arise the 
various rights and duties of the one and 
the other.” 


This address is printed in full in this 
issue, beginning on page 367. 


* 


CATHOLIC MEN throughout the world 
were called upon to coordinate their 
apostolic activities in an address given 
by Pope Pius on December 8th to the 
executive council of the International 
Federation of Catholic Men. Among 
those present was a representative of 
the National Council of Catholic Men, 
Washington, D. C. 

“Engaged in tasks of the general apos- 
tolate,” they were told, “you will come 
into contact with other forms of Catholic 
Action which have as their center of in- 
terest a parish, a milieu, a profession, 
or some kind of work. Each has. its 
methods, and this legitimate diversity 
must be respected. Uniformity is neither 
possible nor desirable, for it would cor- 
respond neither to the variety of situa- 
tions nor to the variety of material and 
human resources. 

“Yet it is good that the distribution 
of efforts be organized judiciously, and 
that presupposes, on behalf of all, Chris- 
tian virtues, humility, and self-denial, 
so that the imprudent zeal of some may 
not be an obstacle to the enterprise of 
others. . . . 

“It is up to you to promote . . . the 
Catholic spirit of broad cooperation, 
understanding, and discipline which will 
enable the various national organiza- 
tions to display concordant action. .. . 

“Outside of the Church, in fact, there 
is no deep and lasting unity. That is 
why your task is so splendid and so 
urgent. To favor harmony between the 
modern world and the Church, to put 
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one’s labors to the service of the King- 
dom of God with profound abnegation— 
here is a work worthy of the noblest 
heart.” 


* 


PROBLEMS OF MOUNTAIN DWEL- 
LERS were discussed by the Holy Father 
in a very beautiful address to members 
of the town councils of Italian mountain 
communities, meeting in Rome last No- 
vember. 

The Holy Father said that he was 
unable to conceal his “anxiety for the 
peoples who live scattered in the depths 
of valleys, on the hillsides, and even on 
the peaks of mountains.” They must 
“battle every day for necessary sus- 
tenance,” and so they come to feel “a 
desire to flee, attracted by the easier life 
of the great urban centers.” The result 
is depopulation of the mountain regions 
and increased congestion of cities, with 
greater economic hardship in both areas. 

There must be, said the Pope, “a re- 
education in love of the mountains, not 
only for the poetry which God has 
written in the beauty of their peaks, or 
for the facility which those who dwell 
on them have for preserving the purity 
of the faith and their customs, but also 
because there is an indestructible inter- 
dependence between the lives of men 
who dwell in cities and those who toil 
among the mountains.” 


* 


FORMER SPANISH POLITICAL PRIS- 
ONERS were reminded in an audience 
of October 27th that “the man who 
learns to suffer for a great and worthy 
cause, not only learns to suffer, but 
comes to love his suffering and support 
himself with the spiritual motivation 
which faith provides.” 
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As prisoners, Pope Pius said, “you 
. . . learned gratitude for the privilege 
of approaching the divine Master 
through a sharing in His Cross, feeling 
yourself closer to Him, with the con- 
viction that it was precisely then that 
He was closest to you.” 


* 


A RALLY IN HONOR OF POPE PIUS 
XII was held in New York’s Polo 
Grounds on October 16, 1956. The two- 
hour ceremony was sponsored by the 
Archdiocesan Holy Name Union. Bishop 
William A. Scully of Albany told the 
audience of eighty thousand persons 
that “recognizing the evils of the times, 
the Vicar of Christ has spoken out again 
and again during the past seventeen 
years of his Pontificate, reminding the 
whole world of man’s true destiny and 
pointing out the moral dangers which 
we face.” 


* 


A NEW SPANISH COLLEGE in Rome, 
to replace the present seminary in the 
Altemps Palace, is being planned with 
the blessing of Pope Pius. 

Speaking to students of the present 
college, on October 13th, the Pope said, 
“The priest is for the faithful, and the 
faithful necessarily draw greater bene- 
fits from better priests, since they are to 
find in them dispensers of the divine 
mysteries and reliable guides who know 
how to lead them to pastures of eternal 
happiness.” 

The new college, he added, should be 
endowed with the finest possible facili- 
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ties for carrying out its complex func- 
tions. “This is demanded for the good 
formation of her [Spain’s] future priests 
who will carry from Rome to all the 
Spanish dioceses that aura of Roman 
culture which forms the common milieu 
for all sons of the Church.” 


* 


INSURANCE CLAIMS offices and their 


problems were discussed by the Holy 
Father in an address delivered October 
4th to the third International Confer- 
ence of Insurance Company Claims Offi- 
ces. 

“Tt is man’s duty,” he told them, “to 
organize his life in such a way that he 
will be able to face circumstances sud- 
denly become difficult. Not only the 
material prosperity of an individual or 
of an enterprise are involved, but also 
the psychological incentive of his activ- 
ity. To engage with confidence in inter- 
esting ventures, where risk is not ex- 
cluded, it is necessary to be certain that 
you will not have to bear alone the con- 
sequences of possible failure. The nor- 
mal progress of society, its equilibrium, 
and its prosperity demand that this law 
of compensation be applied as reason- 
ably as possible.” 

He urged his listeners, in fulfilling 
this vital social function, to bring to 
their tasks “an enlightened professional 
conscience and a spirit which takes a 
broad and selfless view of things.” In 
so doing they are “already consenting to 
an order of spiritual values which con- 
fers import and dignity” to their lives. 

Another excerpt from this talk appears 
on page 395. 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents and Selected Commentaries 


Appearing This Quarter 


Papal Messages Published 
October 1-December 31, 1956 


372. Letter to John Cardinal D’Alton 
(Hiberniae gentis) September 22, 1956. 
Letter of Pope Pius XII to Cardinal 
d’Alton, Archbishop of Armagh. (Est. 
length: 600 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolic zeal; Ireland; Luke Wad- 
ding; Patriotism; Religious life. 


Latin text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48: 812-18; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 18, 1956). 


373. To Fiber Panel Builders. (En ac- 
cueillant) September 29, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to European Federa- 
tion of Fiber Panel Builders. (Est. 
length: 700 words) 


Key Topics 


Business and industry; Economics; 
Social teaching of Church; Society; 
Spiritual values; Technology. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 1-2, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 422. 


374. To a Fiscal Association. (Parmi 
les nombreux Congres) October 3, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to delegates to 
the congress of the International Asso- 
ciation for Financial and Fiscal Law. 
(Est. length: 1500 words) 





Key Topics 


Business and industry; Economics; 
Finance; Government; Law; Material 
and spiritual; Society; State; Taxa- 
tion. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 4, 1956). English excerpts: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 327. 


375. On Insurance Business. (Aprés 
avoir tenu) October 4, 1956. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to the International Con- 
ference of Insurance Company Claims 
Offices. (Est. length: 1200 words) 


Key Topics 


Charity; Death; Insurance; Lotter- 
ies; Probabilities; Society; Spiritual 
values; Suffering and sorrow. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 6, 1956). English excerpts: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
pp. 395, 426. 


376. To German and Austrian Catholic 
Families. (Wir heissen Sie willkommen) 
October 4, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to members of the Union of Catholic 
Families of Germany and Austria. (Est. 
length: 650 words) 


Key Topics 
Family; Marriage. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 17, 1956). 
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377. On Cancer and Chemotherapy. (Au 
cours du mois d’aotit) October 6, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to members 
of the Congress on Chemical Therapy. 
(Est. length: 2000 words) 


Key Topics 


Cancer; Chemistry; Chemotherapy; 
Cortisone; Hormonal medication; Hu- 
mility; Leukemia; Medicine and Medi- 
cal science; Original sin; Physical 
and moral; Radiotherapy; Science; 
Sickness and suffering; Sin and Evil; 
Surgery; Virus; X-rays. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 7, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 379. 


378. On Blessed Innocent XI. (Come 
limpido astro) October 7, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII on the occasion of the 
beatification of Pope Innocent XI. (Est. 
length: 7600 words) 


Key Topics 


Abhorrence of sin; Beatification; 
Church; Church and state; Divine of- 
fice; Ecclesiastical liberty; Economy; 
Foreign missions; Heresy; Holy See; 
Innocent XI; John Sobieski; Lepanto; 
Mass; Nepotism; Ottoman Empire; Pa- 
tience; Peace; Prayer; Sanctity; So- 
ciety; Sodality of Our Lady; Taxation; 
Temporal and eternal; Virtue; Zeal. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 8-9, 1956). 
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379. Small Business in Today’s Economy. 
(Soyez les bienvenus) October 8, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the interna- 
tional congress of Catholic Associations 
of Small Business. (Est. length: 1800 
words) 


Key Topics 


Autonomy and property; Business 
and industry; Business competition; 
Economy; Employer and employee; In- 
dividualism; Leadership; Mystical 
Body; Private initiative; Private prop- 
erty; Small and medium-sized business; 
Social teaching of Church; Society; 
Solidarity. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 10, 1956). English tr.: THE PorEe 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 405. 


380. To the German Pontifical College. 
(Wir heissen Sie willkommen) October 
12, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to 
Superiors and students of the German 
Pontifical College. (Est. length: 300 
words) 


Key Topics 


Church; Love of Christ; St. Igna- 
tius; Spiritual exercises. 


German text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 25, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 826. 


381. To Spanish Pontifical College. 
(Hace ya varios meses) October 18, 1956. 





The TPS Guide presents a list of the Pope’s messages (other-than certain very 
brief or special purpose documents) published this quarter in Osservatore Romano, 
and, occasionally, in other sources which come to our attention. If and as these 
messages appear in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis (sometimes many weeks later), they 
are noted here—but there are some administrative decrees and documents in the 
Acta which are of such limited or local interest that we do not reference them. 
English translations and selected commentaries appearing up to the time we go to 


press are likewise noted. 
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Address of Pope Pius XII at the laying 
of the cornerstone of the Spanish Ponti- 
fical College. (Est. length: 950 words) 


Key Topics 


Mary, Blessed Virgin; Priest and 
Faithful; Rome; Seminaries; Spain. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 18, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 426. 


382. The Dignity of Woman. (Dilette 
figlie) October 14, 1956. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to Federation of Italian Wom- 
en. (Est. length: 4000 words) 


Key Topics 


Catholic action; Christian culture; 
Christian doctrine; Dignity of woman; 
Economics; Education; “Equality of 
sexes”; Family; Human destiny; In- 
carnation; Male and female; Mar- 
riage; Mary, Blessed Virgin; Mother- 
hood; Personality; Physical and moral; 
Social teaching of Church; Society; 
Virginity; Woman. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 15-16, 1956). English tr.: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 367. 


383. On Public Health. (L’Union Eur- 
opéenne Occidentale) October 18, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the Public 
Health Committee of the Western Euro- 
pean Union. (Est. length: 700 words) 


Key Topics 
Atomic energy; Charity; Climate; 
International cooperation; Public 


Health; Science; Sickness and suffer- 
ing; Standard of living. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 19, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
pp. 327-328. 


384. On Fire Prevention and Control 
(C’est la premiére fois) October 20, 1956. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the first 
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World Congress of Firs Prevention and 
Extinction. (Est. length: 1150 words) 
Key Topics 


Christian principles; Firemen; Fire 
prevention; Prudence. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 21, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKs (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 375. 


385. On the Drug and Pharmaceutical 
Business. (Il nous est agréable) October 
21, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to 
delegates to an international conference 
on drug and pharmaceutical business, 
sponsored by the American Cyanamid 
Company. (Est. length: 1000 words) 


Key Topics 


Business and industry; Chemistry; 
Drugs; Individual and common good; 
International cooperation; Medicine 
and medical science; Public health; 
Research; Sickness; Social and eco- 
nomic. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 22-23, 1956). 


386. Venezuela (Hubiéramos pensado) 
Qctober 23, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to the Venezuelan Minister of State. 
(Est. length: 800 words) 


Key Topics 


Church; Material 
Progress; Venezuela. 


and spiritual; 


Spanish text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48: 817-19; Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 24, 1956). English tr.: THE Pore 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 361. 


387. The Olympic Games. (Tandis que) 
October 24, 1956. Letter of Pope Pius 
XII to Catholic athletes participating in 
the Olympics at Melbourne. (Est. length: 
500 words) 


Key Topics 


Intellectual and moral; International 
cooperation; Olympic games; Sports. 
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French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 23, 1956). English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957)-v. 3, no. 4, p. 376. 


388. The Middle Class. (En accueillant) 
October 25 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to the International Institute of the 
Middle Classes. (Est. length: 850 words) 


Key Topics 


Capitalism; Charity; Economics; 
Human dignity; Human solidarity; 
Independence; Justice; Liberty; Ma- 
terial and spiritual; Middle classes; 
Moral order; Professions; Sacrifice; 
Small business; Social stability; So- 
ciety. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 26 1956). English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 401. 


389. Public Opinion—and Eternal Truth. 
(Nous sommes heureux) October 27, 
1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to mem- 
bers of various European news agencies. 
(Est. length: 1000 words) 


Key Topics 


Communications media; Critical real- 
ism; Journalism; Philosophy; Press; 
Public Opinion; Truth. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 27, 1956). English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 398. 


390. To Spanish Ex-Prisoners. (Entre los 
numerosos) October 27, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to a group of former 
Spanish political prisoners. (Est. length: 
1000 words) 


Key Topics 
Faith; Prisoners; Spain; Suffering 
and persecution; The cross. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Oc- 
tober 28, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 425. 


391. Christ’s Kingdom and the World of 
Labor. (Nel darvi) October 28, 1956. Ad- 
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dress of Pope Pius XII to a pilgrimage of 
Italian workmen from Prato. (Est. 
length: 2200 words) 


Key Topics 


Christ the King; Church; Dignity of 
labor; Employer and employee; Eter- 
nal punishment; Free will and Divine 
dominion; God and man; Grace; In- 
carnation; Justice and love; Mystical 
Body; Property rights; Scepticism; 
Secular and religious education; Social 
justice; Social teaching of Church; 
Truth. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48:819-824; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 29-30, 1956). English tr.: THE Pope 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 411. 


892. Luctuosissimi Eventus. October 28, 
1956. Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius 
XII. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Key Topics 


Charity; Communism; Dignity of 
Man; Freedom and coercion; Human 
rights; Hungary; Justice; Liberty; 
Mary, Blessed Virgin; Peace; Prayer; 
Suffering and persecution. 


Latin text: AAS (October 30, 1956) 
48:741-744; Osservatore Romano (Octo- 
ber 29-30, 1956). English tr.: THE Pore 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 347. 


393. Consecration to the Sacred Heart. 
(IL vostro festoso applauso) October 28, 
1956. Radio message of Pope Pius XII 
to the people of Emilia. (Est. length: 
1550 words) 


Key Topics 


Confession; Consecration to Sacred 
Heart; Contrition; Grace; Obedience; 
Peace; Religious indifference; Repara- 
tion; Sacred Heart; Social order; Sin. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48 :831-34; Osservatore Romano (October 
31, 1956). English tr.: THE Pore SPEAKS 
(Spring 1957) v. 8, no. 4, p. 363. 


394. To Spanish Textile Workers. (Quien 
no conociese) October 30, 1956. Address 
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of Pope Pius XII to a group of textile 
workers from Sabelle, Spain. (Est. 
length: 800 words) 


Key Topics 


Church; Culture; Liturgy; Material 
and spiritual; Recreation; Spiritual 
formation; Whole man. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 4, 1956). English excerpts: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 423. 


395. To Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski. 
(Tuus ad Sedes) October 30, 1956. Tele- 
gram of Pope Pius XII to Stefan Car- 
dinal Wyszynski. (Est. length: 250 
words) 


Key Topics 


Mary, Blessed Virgin; Peace; Po- 
land; Suffering and persecution. 


Latin text: AAS (November 24, 1956) 
48:761; Osservatore Romano (October 
31, 1956). English tr.: THE Pore SPEAKS 
(Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 352. 


396. Telegram to Jozef Cardinal Minds- 
zenty. (Eodem paterno animo) October 
31, 1956. Telegram of Pope Pius XII 
to Jozef Cardinal Mindszenty. (Est. 
length: 300 words) 


Key Topics 


Holy See; Hungary; Suffering and 
persecution. 


Latin text: AAS (November 24, 1956) 
48:761-62; Osservatore Romano (Novem- 
ber 2-3, 1956) English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 349. 


397. Auto Design. (La manifestation) 
November 1, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to the 9th International Congress of 
Automobile Design. (Est. length: 550 
words) 


Key Topics 


Automobile design; Business and in- 
dustry; Material and spiritual; Prog- 
ress; Temporal and eternal. 
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French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 1, 1956). English tr.: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 404. 


398. Laetamur admodum. November 1, 
1956. Encyclical letter of Pope Pius XII. 
(Est. length: 900 words) 


Key Topics 
Church; Human rights; Hungary; 
Law and order; Near East; Peace; 
Poland; Prayer; Suffering and perse- 
cution; Temporal and eternal; War. 


Latin text: AAS (November 24, 1956) 
48:746-48; Osservatore Romano (Novem- 
ber 2-3, 1956). English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 350. 


399. To Francis Cardinal Spellman. 
(Compertum sane est) November 1, 1956. 
Letter of Pope Pius XII to Cardinal 
Spellman. (Est. length: 350 words) 


Key Topics 


Holy Eucharist; 
Repentance. 


Philippine Islands; 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 29, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 366. 


400. To the Spanish Foreign Minister. 
(A pesar de) November 8, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to Spanish Foreign 
Minister Alberto Martin Artajo and his 
staff. (Est. length: 700 words) 


Key Topics 


Human solidarity; Progress; Spain; 
World affairs. 


Spanish text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48 :825-26; Osservatore Romano (Novem- 
ber 5-6, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 358. 


401. To Msgr. Giuseppe Fietta. (Proximo 
ineunte Novembri mense) November 4, 
1956. Letter to Msgr. Giuseppe Fietta on 
his golden jubilee. (Est. length: 250 
words) 


Latin text: AAS (November 24, 1956) 
48:760; Osservatore Romano (November 
4, 1956). 
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402. Datis nuperrime. November 5, 1956. 
Encyclical Letter of Pope Pius XII. 
(Est. length: 550 words) 


Key Topics 


Hungary; Justice; Liberty; Peace; 
Prayer; Slavery; Suffering and perse- 
cution. 


Latin text: AAS (November 24, 1956) 
48:748-49; Osservatore Romano (Novem- 
ber 7, 1956). English tr.: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 3538. 


403. Apostles of the Middle Class. (A 
Voccasion) November 8, 1956. Paternal 
exhortation of Pope Pius XII to group 
from “Rinascita Cristiana.” (Est. length: 
1700 words) 


Key Topics 

Apostolate; “Catholic”; Charity; 
Communications media; Humility; Imi- 
tation of Christ; Middle classes; 
Prayer; Sin; Spiritual progress; 
Truth. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 8, 1956). English tr.: THE PoPE 
SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 397. 


404. An Appeal for Peace. (Allo strazio 
del Nostro Cuore) November 10, 1956. 
Radio message of Pope Pius XII appeal- 
ing for restoration of peace in the world. 
(Est. length: 1250 words) 


Key Topics 


Civil authority; Confidence in God; 
Freedom; Human dignity; Human sol- 
idarity; Hungary; International union; 
Justice; Liberty; Oppression; Peace; 
Spiritual and material; State; War. 


Italian text: AAS (November 24, 1956) 
48:787-89; Osservatore Romano (Novem- 
ber 12-18, 1956). English tr.: THE Pope 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 355. 


405. Letter to Cardinal Caggiano. Nov- 
vember 10, 1956. (In tanta) Letter to 
Cardinal Caggiano, Pontifical delegate 
at the Second Bolivarian Eucharistic 
Congress. (Est. length: 450 words) 
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Key Topics 


Education; Family; Holy Eucharist; 
Venezuela. 


Latin text: AAS (Feb. 28, 1957) 49: 
62-63; Osservatore Romano (December 
18, 1956). 


406. Life: Its Science and its Source. 
(Nous saluons avec plaisir) November 
15, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to 
the Italian Anatomical Society. (Est. 
length: 2000 words) 


Key Topics 


Anatomy; Biology; Chemistry; Di- 
vine life; Finality; Histology; Life; 
Medicine and medical science; Science 
and research; Scientific method; Spirit- 
ual and material; Vital activity. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 16, 1956). English excerpts: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 377. 


407. Marxist Threat to an Italian Com- 
munity. (La Nostra Casa) November 
18, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII to 
laborers from Terni. (Est. length: 2200 
words) 


Key Topics 


Atheism; Atomic energy; Business 
and industry; Charity; Chemistry; 
Economics; Electronics; Ethics; Hun- 
gary; Labor and management; Labor 
unions; Marxism; Material and spirit- 
ual; Mechanization; Physics; Progress; 


Public welfare; Science; Society; 
State; Technology; Unemployment; 
War. 


Italian text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48 :827-831; Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 19-20, 1956). English tr.: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 417. 


408. Youth and the Christian Ideal. (Au 
moment) November 19, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the European Cam- 
paign for Youth. (Est. 
words) 


length: 700 
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Key Topics 
Atomic energy; Christian ideal; Eu- 
opean unity; International coopera- 
tion; Progress; Social and economic; 
Society; Spiritual freedom; Technol- 
ogy; Youth. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 21, 1956). English tr.: THE PoPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 359. 


409. To the Mountain Town Councils of 
Italy. (Siamo particolarmente) Novem- 
ber 28, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII 
to the Italian National Union of Moun- 
tain Town Councils and Associations. 
(Est. length: 1550 words) 


Key Topics 
Depopulation; Holy Eucharist; Ma- 
terial and spiritual; Mountains and 
plains; Rural and urban. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 25, 1956). English excerpts: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 425. 


410. On Plant Protection. (Le Congrés) 
November 27, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to the fourth World Congress on 
Plant Protection. (Est. length: 750 
words) 


Key Topics 
Agriculture; Chemistry; Economics; 
Farmers; Man and nature; Material 
and spiritual; Science and research; 
Science and war; Synthetic products. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (No- 
vember 28, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 


ate 


411. To the Argentinian Catholic Com- 
mission on Immigration. (Con aquel es- 
plendor) December 2, 1956. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope Pius XII to second National 
Congress of the Argentinian Catholic 
Commission for Immigration. (Est. 
length: 1300 words) 


Key Topics 


Argentina; Immigration; Mary, 
Blessed Virgin. 
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Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 5, 1956). 


412. Philippine Eucharistic Congress. 
(Two years) December 2, 1956. Radio 
message of Pope Pius XII to Philippine 
Eucharistic Congress. (Est. length: 1600 
words) 


Key Topics 
Family; Holy Eucharist; Human 
brotherhood; Philippine Islands; Ros- 
ary; Sacred Heart. 


English and Spanish text: AAS (Decem- 
ber 28, 1956) 48:834-38; Osservatore Ro- 
mano (December 3-4, 1956). 


413. To the International Federation of 
Catholic Youth. (La troisieme) December 
4, 1956. Message of Pope Pius XII to 
Third General Assembly of International 
Federation of Catholic Youth. (Est. 
length: 900 words) 


Key Topics 
Christian ideal; European unifica- 
tion; International cooperation; Social 
and economic; Youth. 


French text: AAS (January 25, 1957) 
49:23-25; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 14, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 8, no. 4, 
p. 424, 


414. Letter to Cardinal Pla y Deniel. 
(Tibi feliciter) December 4, 1956. Letter 
of Pope Pius XII to Cardinal Pla y Deniel 
on his 80th birthday. (Est. length: 400 
words) 


Key Topics 
Priesthood; Zeal. 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 20, 1956). 


415. To the International Federation of 
Catholic Men. (C’est avec plaisir) De- 
cember 8, 1956. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to International Federation of Cath- 
olic Men. (Est. length: 1200 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolate; Catholic action; Cath- 
olic men; Christian unity; Church; 
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Family; International cooperation; 
Peace; Sacrifice; Suffering and per- 
secution. 


French Text 
AAS (January 25, 1957) 49:25-27; 
Osservatore Romano (December 10-11, 
1956). English Excerpts: THE POPE 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, pp. 
392, 425. 


416. To Cardinal Mercati. (Tibi nonagesi- 
mum) December 8, 1956. Letter of Pope 
Pius XII to Cardinal Mercati on his 
ninetieth birthday. (Est. length: 400 
words) 


Latin text: AAS (December 28, 1956) 
48:816-17; Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 17-18, 1956). 


417. To the Italian Anti-noise League. 
(Il secondo) December 11, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the Italian Anti-noise 
League. (Est. length: 800 words) 


Key Topics 


Charity; Courtesy; Health; Noise; 
Spiritual life. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (De- 
cember 138, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
p. 392. 


418. The Bolivarian Eucharistic Con- 
gress. (Venerables Hermanos) December 
16, 1956. Radio address of Pope Pius XII 
to Second Bolivarian Eucharistic Con- 
gress. (Est. length: 1800 words) 


Key Topics 


Education; Family; Holy Eucharist; 
Human brotherhood; Mary, Blessed 
Virgin; Priesthood; Venezuela; Voca- 
tions. r 


Spanish text: AAS (Feb. 28, 1957) 49: 
68-72; Osservatore Romano (December 
17-18, 1956). English excerpts: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, 
pp. 403, 409, 416. 


419. The Contradiction of Our Age. 
(L’inesauribile mistero) December 23, 
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1956. Annual Christmas message of Pope 
Pius XII. (Est. length: 5000 words) 


Key Topics 

Air inspection of armaments; Atomic 
warfare; Church; Civic life; Co-exist- 
ence; Crime and punishment; Democ- 
racy; Economics; Education; Father- 
hood of God; Free activity; God and 
man; Grace; Human dignity; History; 
Morality; Nativity of Christ; Peace; 
Progress; Rationalism; Redemption; 
Scepticism; Science; Self-defense; Sin, 
original and personal; Society; State; 
Technology; Temporal and eternal; 
Tradition; Truth; United Nations; 
War. 


Italian text: AAS (January 25, 1957) 
49:5-22; Osservatore Romano (Decem- 
ber 24-25, 1956). English tr.: THE Porr 
Speaks (Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 331. 


Papal Messages Published 
Prior to Oct. 1, 1956 which 
Appear in this Issue 


358. Technical Workers and the Common 
Good. (La Barcelona industriosa) Sep- 
tember 7, 1956. Address of Pope Pius XII 
to a group of skilled laborers of Barce- 
lona. (Est. length: 850 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolate; Catholic Action; Indus- 
try; Moral law; Skilled labor; Social 
teaching of Church. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 8, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Winter 1956-57) v. 3, no. 
3, p. 315; English tr.: THE Pope SPEAKS 
(Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 396. 


364. Preaching the Word of God. (Di 
gran cuore) September 14, 1956. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to bishops and priests 
attending the Sixth Italian Study Week 
on Revision in Pastoral Practice. (Est. 
length: 5000 words) 


Key Topics 


Apostolate; Authority of Church; 
Christ; Church; Detachment; Fear of 
God; Holy Spirit; Humani generis; 
Humility; Imitation of Christ; Love 
for God; Marriage; Meditation; Mercy 
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of God; Prayer; Philosophy; Preach- 
ing; Sacred music; Scriptural exegesis; 
Service of souls; Situation ethics; Sin- 
cerity; Spiritual life; Suffering and 
persecution; Teaching mission of 
Church; Theology; Theologians and 
the Magisterium; Virginity; Zeal. 


Italian text: AAS (October 29, 1956) 
48:699-711; Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 15, 1956). English excerpt: THE 
Pore SPEAKS ( Winter 1956-57) v. 3, no. 3, 
p. 314; English tr.: THE Pope SPEAKS 
(Spring 1957) v. 3, no. 4, p. 381. 


Some of the recent commentaries or 
articles in the papal field: 


“Teaching papal encyclicals in high 
school,” by Brother Edward Daniel. 
Catholic Educator (Jan. 1957) 27:295-96. 


“Insegnamento sociale dei Sommi Pon- 
tefice.” Osservatore Romano (Jan. 4, 
1957) Review of a collection of encycli- 
cals from Pius IX to Pius XII. 


_ “Religious incentive in economics,” by 
Bp. Wm. Philbin. Irish Ecclesiastical 
Record (Nov. 1956) 86:289-96. On the 
social encyclicals. 


“Music and the seminary,” by Fidelis 
Smith, O.F.M. The Priest (Jan. 1957) 
13:26-31. Examen on papal directives. 


“Papal statements on sacred art from 
Benedict XIV to Pius XII,” by Sister 
Johanna Becker, O0.S.B. Benedictine Re- 
view (Winter, 1957) 12:36-42 . 


“Queen conceived without original sin,” 
by E. Carroll, 0.Carm. Our Lady’s Digest 
(Feb. 1957) 11:317-20. Teachings of the 
last six popes on the Immaculate Con- 
ception. 


“So glorious a heritage,” by Joseph A. 
Sommer, S.J. The Marianist (Jan. 1957) 


48:7-11. Papal documents related to the 
history of the Sodalities of Our Lady. 


“Frequent Holy Communion,” by Rev. 
J. R. Maciulionis. Jurist (Jan. 1956) 
16:86-96. The Acta of Pius X and Pius 
XII. 
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“Semicentennial of the Lamentabili and 
the Pascendi,” by Msgr. J. C. Fenton. 
American Eccl Rev (Jan. 1957) 136:42- 
54. Saint Pius X and modernism. 


“Tl venticinquennio di una enciclica.” 
Osservatore Romano (Feb. 17, 1957) On 
the Deus scientiarum Dominus of Pope 
Pius XI. 


“Quadragesimo Anno, as interpreted 
by F. P. Kenkel,” by Sister Elizabeth 
Dye. Social Justice Review (Nov. 1956) 
49 :219-23 


“Vent’anni dopo la Vigilanti cura,” by 
E. Baragli. Civilté Cattolica (Dec. 1956) 
107:521-32. Pius XI and moving pictures. 


The Franciscan clerics of Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif., devote the whole Winter, 
1957 issue of “Priestly Studies” to Pius 
XII. (vol. 25, pp. 4-61). The six articles 
are on peace, youth, liturgy, technology, 
theology, and sacred music. 


“Survey of Roman documents,” by R. 
F. Smith, S.J. Review for Religious 
(Jan. 1957) 16:13-35. Survey of docu- 
ments of 1956. ‘ 


“The Pope and private Masses,” by H. 
Francis Davis. Clergy Review (Jan. 
1957) 42:2-14 


“La enciclica Haurietis Aquas,” by 
Miguel Nicolau, S.J. Razon y Fe (Nov. 
1956) 154:283-93 


“Encyclical on the Sacred Heart,” by 
J. J. McGreevy. Furrow (Jan. 1957) 
8:13-21 


“Il magistero di Pio XII e il mondo 
moderno,” by R. Spiazzi, O.P. Osserva- 
tore Romano (Dec. 8, 1956) 


“The boarding school,” a translation of 
the address of April 20, 1956, with 19 
pages of commentary applied especially 
to Ireland. The Furrow (Dec. 1956) 7: 
720-47 


“Morality of rearing a large family 
in overpopulated areas,” by Fr. Anthony 
Zimmerman. Christian Family (Jan. 
1957) 52:9-13. Teachings of Pius XII. 


“La voix de l’Eglise dans la crise 
présente,” by E. Bergh, S.J. Nouvelle 
Revue Theologique (Dec. 1956) 78:1009- 
26. Mainly on Hungary. 
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“The :‘oly Futher speaks on interna- 
tional lif2, 1956.” Cath Asso for Int'l 
Peace Newr (Jan. 1957) 18:1-8. Ex- 
cerpts ard summary. 


“The Pope and the Middle East plan,” 
by Rev. John B. Sheerin. Catholic World 
(Feb. 1£57) 184:821-24 


“Puni:ive measures of the Church 
against communism,” by Theodoric J. 
Zubek. Jurist (July, 1956) 16:285-92. 
Summary of acts of the Holy See since 
1949. 


“The pope on medical questions,” by 
P. de Lettei. Clergy Monthly (Nov. 
1956) 20:380-86. Documents of 1955- 
1956. 


“Liturgy, the Church, and Our Lord,” 
by Malachi Dimnelly, S.J. American 
Eccl Rev (Jan. 1957) 136:1-10 Liturgi- 
cal teachings of Pius XII. 





“Pope Pius XII on religious vocations,” 
by Kilian McDonnell. Sponsa Regis (Feb. 
1957) 28:150-58. Collection of excerpts 
and comments. 


“The Pope speaks to Catholic men,” 
by V. A. Yzermans. Crosier (Jan. 1957) 
32:16-21. On Catholic action. 


“The Pope’s Christmas message,” by 
Joseph McLellan. Ave Maria (Feb. 2, 
1957) 85:18-15 


“Le message de Noel du Pape; la doc- 
trine chrétienne de l’homme,” by R. Rou- 
quette. Etudes (Feb. 1957) 292:161-71 


“The Pope’s Christmas address,” by 
Michael de la Bedoyere. Catholic World 
(Feb. 1957) 184:375-79. On communism 
vs. democracy. 


Other bibliographic references to papal 


documents can be found in the Catholic 
Periodical Index. 
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“The :‘oly Futher speaks on interna- 
tional lif2, 1996.” Cath Asso for Int'l 
Peace Newr (Jan. 1957) 18:1-8. Ex- 
cerpts ard summary. 


“The 2ope and the Middle East plan,” 
by Rev. John B, Sheerin. Catholic World 
(Feb. 1£57) 184:321-24 


“Puniviive measures of the Church 
against communism,” by Theodoric J. 
Zubek. Jurist (July, 1956) 16:285-92. 
Summary of acts of the Holy See since 
1949. 


“The pope on medical questions,” by 
P. de Lettei. Clergy Monthly (Nov. 
1956) 20:380-86. Documents of 1955- 
1956. 


“Liturgy, the Church, and Our Lord,” 
by Malachi Dimnelly, S.J.. American 
Eccl Rev (Jan. 1957) 186:1-10 Liturgi- 
cal teachings of Pius XII. 





“Pope Pius XII on religious vocations,” 
by Kilian McDonnell. Sponsa Regis (Feb. 
1957) 28:150-58. Collection of excerpts 
and comments. 


“The Pope speaks to Catholic men,” 
by V. A. Yzermans. Crosier (Jan. 1957) 
32:16-21. On Catholic action. 


“The Pope’s Christmas message,” by 
Joseph McLellan. Ave Maria (Feb. 2, 
1957) $5:18-15 


“Le message de Noel du Pape; la doc- 
trine chrétienne de l’homme,” by R. Rou- 
quette. Etudes (Feb. 1957) 292:161-71 


“The Pope’s Christmas address,” by 
Michael de la Bedoyere. Catholic World 
(Feb. 1957) 184:375-79. On communism 
vs. democracy. 


Other bibliographic references to papal 


documents can be found in the Catholic 
Periodical Index. 
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Check List for Pastors 


Is The Pope Speaks in your 


RECTORY LIBRARY? Yes [] 
HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY? Yes [] 
CONVENT LIBRARY? Yes (] 
PARISH LIBRARY? Yes [] 


Are The Pope Speaks pamphlets 
i sold on your 


CHURCH PAMPHLET RACK? Yes [] 


Is The Pope Speaks used as source 
material by any of your 


PARISH STUDY CLUBS? Yes [] 


Are you using our 


“try for 7? 
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No [] 
No [] 
No [] 
No [] 


GROUP PURCHASE PLAN? Yes [] No [] 


If you have seven “Yes” answers, heartiest congratula- 
tions! We are certain that your entire parish is profiting 
from their “cudience with the Pope.” If you have two or 
three “Yes” answers, congratulations also—but why not 


Send your new order today to THE POPE SPEAKS, 3622 











American Quarterly which 
brings you the Holy Father's 


own words in English 


an . Teacher and student . Scholar and 
A MUST FOR: Rectory . . . Convent High 

ollege, university Parish library . Public library 
Bookstore . Study club and classroom. 


[be Pope Speaks prese in fu r in part, recent imp rtant 


ages of the Holy Father. It is an ideal gift 
inyon ric or lay, who wants a convenient, comprehensive 


with the Pope 
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